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Other Branches of The Shetland Christian Family

Places of Worship currently active by Denomination,alphabetically 'Baptist'

Brethern:

AD 1560 Episcopalian 'Church of Scotland'
AD 1690 Presbyterian 'Church of Scotland' (National)

AD 1698 Presbyterian 'Church of Scotland' (In Shetland)

AD 1799 Congregationalists

AD 1809 Independents

AD 1816 Baptist

AD 1819 METHODIST

AD 1835 Quakers

AD 1843 Free Church

AD 1860 Roman Catholic (re-established)

AD 1864 New Testament Assemblies (Brethern)

AD 1891 Fishermens mission

AD 1897 Salvation Army

AD 1958 Assemblies of God

Fishermens Mission Nightcap

Christian Book Shop

Inter Church Fellowship

Gideons

Shetland Bible Week 1992

Prayer Link

Shetland Christian Youth Camp

Every Home for Jesus

Healing Rooms

Shetland Intercessors Team

Auld Rock Ministries

Lighthouses of Prayer

Burra Soccer School

Mens Gadderie

Shetland Ministers Together

Prayer for Shetland

Prayer for Isreal

Skills Centre

Shetland Westside Parishes app

Sand

Burra Bridge-End

Dunrossness

Brae Fellowship

Pink Hall Hamnavoe

Quoys Church

Ebenezer Hall

Sellivoe Gospel Hall

Scalloway Gospel Hall

Brae Gospel Hall
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Church of Scotland: (C.O.S.)

Congregational:

Episcopalian:

Sound Gospel Hall

Hillswick

Lunna

Fetlar

Tingwall

Dunrossness

Nesting

Sandwick

Bressay

Baltasound Unst

St. Columba's Lerwick

Yell (St. Olaf's Cullivoe)

Mid-Yell

Hamnavoe Yell

Scalloway

Uyeasound Unst

Brae

Quarff

Weisdale

Bridge-End Burra-Isle

Ollaberry

Sullom

Walls

Whalsay

Voe Church of Scotland

North Roe

Sand

Sandness

Foula

Fair-Isle

Skerries

Gulberwick

Bigton

Mael Burra-Isle

Cunningsburgh

Aith

Lerwick Congregational Church

Reawick Church

St. Magnus Church

St. Colmans Church

SOLI
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Independent Fellowships:

Methodist:

Roman Catholic:

United Free:

Churches Past (by district Alphabetically) Part 1

Salvation Army

West Burrafirth Chapel

Myrtle Hall

Garthspool Church

Quakers

Struthers Memorial Fellowship

Church from the Valley

St. Sunniva Skete

Hjatland Christian Fellowship

New Life

House of Hope

Cedar Centre

Lerwick Church

Sandness Chapel

Westerskeld Chapel

North Roe Chapel

Haroldswick Church

Burra Chapel

Vidlin Chapel

Levenwick Mission Hall

Gruting Chapel

Tresta Chapel

Nesting Chapel

Ireland Chapel

Scalloway Church

Walls Church

Fair Isle Chapel

East Yell (Chapel in the Valley)

Culswick Chapel

Girlsta Chapel

Whiteness Chapel

St Margarets

Sandwick

Cunningsburgh

Aith

Boddam

Boddam

Bressay (St. Olaf's)

Bressay (St. Mary's)
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Churches Past (by district alphabetically) Part 2

Burra (St. Laurence)
Burra (Peerie Kirk, or Templars Kirk)

Channerwick

Clousta

Cunningsburgh (Cloddy Hall)

Cunningsburgh

Dunrossness (U.F.)

Dunrossness (Cloddy Knowe)

Eshaness (Cross Kirk)

Eshaness (U.F. Hall)

Eshaness (C.O.S.)

Eshaness (Tingon)

Fetlar (Now Public Hall)

Fetlar (Kirkhouse)

Foula (Auld Kirk)

Gonfirth

Gruting

Gulberwick (Brindister)

Lerwick (St. Olaf's)

Lerwick (St. Clements)

Lerwick (Baptist)

Lerwick (St. Ringin's)

Lerwick (U.F. Mission Hall)

Muckle Roe

Mossbank (C.O.S.)

Mossbank (Firth Kirk)

Ollaberry

Papa Stour

Quarff

Sand (St. Mary's)

Sand (Methodist)

Sand (Congregational)

Sandness (C.O.S.)

Sandness (Congregational)

Sands of Sound

Sandwick (Gospel Hall)

Sandwick (Methodist)

Scalloway (Upper Scalloway 'Kirk')

Scalloway (U.F.)

Scalloway (Exclusive Brethern)

Scalloway 'Congregational'

Scatsta ( Burn of Scatsta Parish Church )

Semblister

Skerries Old School/Meeting House

St. Ninian's

Stromfirth

Sumburgh (Bruce Memorial Hall)

Tresta
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Pre-existing Church and Chapel sites (by district Alphabetically)

Twatt

Trondra Gospel Hall

Unst (Old Parish Kirk)

Unst (U.F).

Unst, (Norwick)

Unst (Old Methodist Ruin)

Unst (Cross Kirk)

Unst (Lund)

Unst (Bothan, roadside nr Haroldswick)

Unst (Glatnakirk) "The Church that never was"

Unst (Uyea Isle) Chapel

Unst (Framgord)

Unst (Swedish Kirk, Baltasound)

Vidlin (Lunnasting Baptist Church)

Voe (Olnafirth old Church)

Walls (Free)

Walls (Roman Catholic)

Walls (Congregational)

Walls (Independent Meeting House)

Weisdale (Ammos Kirk)

Whalsay (Mission Hall)

Whalsay (Isbister)

Whalsay (Symbister Meeting House)

Whiteness (Congregational)

Whiteness (St. Ola's)

Whiteness (Taing

Yell (Sellafirth)

Yell 'Mid-Yell'

Yell (Methodist)

Yell (Tin Kirk or Red Shed)

Yell (Burravoe Methodist Chapel Conversion)

Yell (Burravoe Old Methodist Chapel)

Yell ('Free' C.O.S.)

Yell (West Sandwick)

Yell (Mission Hall)

Yell (Galley shed Cullivoe)

Yell (St. Olafs Breckon)

Yell (C.O.S. The Herra)

Cunningsburgh

R.C.A.M.S

Bixter

Bressay

Delting

Dunrossness

Fladdabister

Gulberwick

Hillswick
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Main

Some Shetland Quirkie Kirk'ie Stories

The End---------The Future
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Nesting
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Papa Stour (Methosist)

Quendale

Sandsting

Tingwall

Trondra and Burra Isle

Tumlin

Unst

Vidlin

Voe

Wadbister

Walls and Sandness

Whalsay

Yell

Further Information

Jock Murray's Cow

Ostrich Feathers in Whalsay

Two Calves

Devilish schemes, and other stories, at Tingwall

Disruption, Quarrelling and Smugglers, in Cunningsbu

Fiddlers V. Ministers

'Auld Nick' meets his match!

Shetlands wandering Jew

Mischevious mice and Methodists

Fisherman - Friend of Jesus

Wee Wee, an' da Ministers Car.

The Minister an' da Midden.

The Upshot O' It aa'
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This work is registered with UK Copyright Service 
Registration No: 284709028

The Shetland Christian family, here in our Islands, has a truly multi-faceted and
diverse history and even the ‘Here and Now’ of our Church life today is a healthy
mix of Services, Home Meetings, various Styles of Praise and Worship, and Social
Activities alongside Charity and Mission Support Programme’s which are
sometimes Traditional, sometimes Innovative, sometimes Charismatic, sometimes
Conservative, often Outreaching and Community minded, and ever expressing a
thankfulness for the privilege of living in a place in which we can enjoy freedom of
expression, fellowship and worship. 
We hope that in reading the following pages you will find something which will
interest and inspire and just maybe occasionally amuse you. 
We will continue to add any new stories, historical or otherwise, which might come
our way so if you would like to add anything you think might enhance the content
please contact us: 
By email: acatterall@btopenworld.com 
By Phone: 01595880224 
By www,churchinthevalley.org.uk. last accessed 18/08/2015

The Details of the following timeline reflects a personal study of the subject matter
as understood to date (26:08:2018).

Opinions differ, and some topics are the on-going subject of lively debate,
particularly on the earliest Christian influences in Shetland.

Consequently as any new information and material comes to light, to add to a
more complete understanding of our Shetland Christian Heritage, details will be
considered and added wherever appropriate.

We welcome any constructive input which would enhance the completion of this
project for any future presentation.

We've done our best to make acknowledgement of, and reference to, the Authors
and their Publications, websites and various other resources which have been a
rich source of much of the detail included here-in. 
We apologise for any un-referenced text which might have slipped through the net
. 
We will give our full attention to amending the oversight of any such text which we
are made aware of.

The bracketed [ ] paragraphs of text and the number (0) which follows it are
referenced at the end of the event to which they relate.

AD 100 The History and the Here-and-now
of Shetlands Christian Family
100

mailto:acatterall@btopenworld.com
http://www.churchinthevalley.org.uk/
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[Although it is true that Columba is the most well-known Scottish saint and
arguably the most important from Dal Riata, (Dal Riata was a Gaelic kingdom on
the western coast of Scotland, 'then Pictland', and also included part of Ulster in
Northern Ireland), he wasn't the first Christian missionary in Scotland.That honour
goes to 'St Ninian'.

St Ninian's mission, which began among the Strathclyde Britons, was directed to
the Picts who were the principal of all peoples of Scotland from Hadrian's wall to
the Pentland Firth.

The Venerable Bede thought that there were two Pictish kingdoms (which is
supported),separated by the Mounth, a political boundary which runs from
Drumochter in the west to Girdleness near the east coast, and that 'St Ninian' was
the Apostle only to the kingdom of the southern Picts.

Bede is a sound authority on Northumbria but some of his accounts of Scotland
were based on hearsay and should be received with some caution, although he is
still an excellent source of information. ] (1)

Although the territorial extent of pictland did reach northwards as far as Shetland
there is no reliable record, discovered thus far, that 'St Ninian' himself ever walked
or ministered in these islands. 
(1) Gunn, R. (1997/2009). St. Ninian-Scotland’s first Apostle . Available: Skyelander .
Last accessed 18/08/2015.

 

[ When the Romans finally left Britain, sometime around AD 446, it appeared as if
the country would speedily lapse into that degraded state of barbarism out of
which it had only begun to emerge.

But there came a light better and brighter and nobler and more enduring than any
that had emanated from either pagan or pseudo-Christian Rome. 
That light was non other than the Sun of Righteousness. 
In the little isle of Iona , on the west coast of Scotland , a well known Presbyterian
college presided over by Colm, commonly called St. Columba, was established.

From this little centre of light, during the sixth century, missionaries spread over all
Scotland ( including here in Shetland), carrying alike with them blessings of
spiritual life and secular progress ] (2)

(2) Book; Author: Robert Cowie; Title: Shetland Descriptive and Historical; Year of
publication: 1874

 

AD 397 St Ninian The First Apostle of
Scotland
397

AD 446 Romans Leave Britain
446

AD 563 Monks Arrive in Iona
563

http://skyelander.orgfree.com/ninian.html
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The origins of our Shetland Christian heritage can be traced back to this Celtic
form of monasticism which blossomed in Ireland in the 6th century AD, it then
moved to the Iona community in Scotland,a community presided over by Colm,
commonly called Columba.

[The Monastic settlement centers which came into existence in Ireland during this
period consisted of rows of small cells, each cell assigned to an individual monk,
and adjacent to an 'ecclais' or church. Connected to this settlement were
numberless offshoots and dependent houses all united to one another by ties of
fraternal affection and they considered themselves to be members of one family.

Before Columba left Ireland for Scotland, he visited Inishmurray on the west coast
of Ireland to take counsel with Bishop Molaise. Columba was described variously
as a man with a boundless love of God, a love which ultimately led him to abandon
his home and to go as a missionary to Caledonia (Scotland).] (3) 
This was his loving response to his Lords Great Commission as is now recorded in
the Bible in Matthew chapter 28 verses19-20.

The Site Today
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Aerial View of the Site

Teampall ( An Irish word for Church or Temple ) Molaise, the principal church of the
monastery, as seen from the north with the mainland in the background.

[Columba's contemporary, Dalian Forghaill says of him, that 'He was a perfect
sage, believing in Christ, learned, chaste, charitable, noble, gentle, a physician of
the heart of every sage, a shelter to the naked, a consolation to the poor, there
went not one from the world who was more constant in remembrance of the cross.

Angus the Culdee speaks of Columba as one, who from his tenderest years
cherished the most ardent of love of Christ.

Bishop Molaise encouraged him to carry out his missionary calling and in the year
562, Columba set sail for Caladonia accompanied by around a dozen
companions.] (4)

The ruined Abby of Iona (copyright free photo) 
[Almost nothing remains of Columba's original Monastery however traces of the
ditch (or vellum) that surrounded the Monastic enclosure can still be seen.  
Inside would have been a settlement resembling a small village - a modest timber
church surrounded by huts for the monks to live and work in and small cells to
provide the solitude necessary for prayer.

The great Abby was first built in 1200. 
From then till the Reformation (1560) the Benedictines revitalised the Columbian
cult on Iona. 
Around the time of the Reformation the Abbey was abandoned and slowly fell into
ruin and for 400yrs this is how it remained till in 1938 the Iona Community set
about restoring it to its former glory. ] (5)

(3) & (4) Book: Author: Alphons Bellesheim; Title: St. Columba and Iona. 
(5) BBC. (2014). Iona. Available: BBC. Last accessed 18/08/2015

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/history/articles/iona
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Out of the Iona community came the missionary monk Cormac who, travelling
under the auspices of the Pictish Kings, came to Orkney.

St Cormac:

St. Adamnan of Iona describes this Scottish Saint as having attempted thrice to
find a wilderness in the midst of the ocean. Not finding one, he travelled
extensively throughout the Orkneys and Shetlands, perhaps the Faroes, and
"beyond the limits of human wanderings".

[ St Cormac became a disciple of St Columba and in one of his journeys he visited
his mentor at Iona. He afterwards journeyed to Orkney where the pagan people
were minded to put him to death. But one of the chiefs had long before made a
solemn promise to St Columba, who had seen in a vision the coming of Cormac to
Orkney and his threatened death, that no harm should come to him in the
Orkneys. This intervention was ultimately successful.

As prophesied by St. Columba, St. Cormac returned to Ireland and became Abbot
of the monastery at Durrow, where he was laid to rest ] (6)

(6) Transalpine Redemptorists. (21/06/2007). Feast of St Cormac 575 AD. Available:
Transalpine Redemptorists. Last accessed 18/08/2015. 
And
www.papastronsay.com last accessed 18/08/2015

AD 580 St. Cormac Arrives in Orkney
580

http://papastronsay.blogspot.co.uk/2007/06/june-21.html
http://www.papastronsay.com/
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The first missionary monks, or priests, arrived in Shetland in the 7th Century and
their influence was based on the aforementioned monasticism which had initially
blossomed in Ireland. 
[Archaeological evidence would suggest some of them chose to dwell in the most
inhospitable and most inaccessible of retreats.

Pictured below is the Monastic site at the Birrier of West Sandwick in Yell..

Along some of Shetlands more rugged shores there are high offshore stacks
(detached cliffs) where groups of small square or rectangular foundations, some as
small as 2m x 3m were built in turf or stone. 
The larger sites seem to have been monasteries or communal retreats; the single
sites are presumably hermitages or places for individual retreat.

The austerity imposed on the stack-top communities by the restricted diet,
potentially vicious weather and general lifestyle may indicate that the monasteries
were occupied seasonally, perhaps by a fluid population of 'papar' going into
retreat, otherwise, someone must have been supporting them with food.

Until such time as an archaeologist is brave enough, or rash enough to excavate
one of these sites, we will remain uncertain] (7)

Some of these early monks, or priests certainly also had a presence in some of the
hearts of the potentially richer agricultural areas eg. St Ninian Isle, Papil Burra, and
Mail Cunningsburgh.

(7) Turner, Val. (30/04/1998). Ancient Shetland (Historic Scotland). England:
Batsford Ltd. 
www.Shetland-heritage.co.uk last accessed 18/08/2015

 

These stones are thought to have been erected sometime during the 8th to 9th
century.

The Papil Stone : This stone is thought to date to the end of the 8th century.

The large carving at the top is a cross, a symbol of Christianity. This type of cross is
a Celtic cross and is found on many stones in Scotland and Ireland. Most people
think that the four figures are monks and that the animal is a lion as the lion was
used by Christians in drawings for hundreds of years to represent Christ.

The Bressay Stone.

AD 600's Monks First Arrive in Shetland
600

AD 700'S Bressay & Burra Stones
Approx. 700

http://www.shetland-heritage.co.uk/archaeologye.co.uk
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The finer side was possibly carved in the early 9th century with the rougher side
later-perhaps by as much as a century.

This stone was found purely by chance in 1852 by a labourer digging a waste
piece of ground near to St. Mary’s church in Cullingsburgh. 
This stone was apparently the memorial to the daughter of a Pictish Chieftain,
Naddod, and is inscribed with ogham script which has never been fully
deciphered. 
These photos are of the replica stone placed in the Cullingsbourgh graveyard
which is near to the site where it was actually found. 
The original is stored in the New Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh.

The Monks Stone Burra

The Monks Stone

It is suggested that the Monk's Stone was the front slab of a shrine from an earlier
church near, (about a field away) the site of the St. Laurence's Kirk at Papil in West
Burra, Shetland. The cowled figures are certainly clerics though not necessarily
monks, and are probably the ‘papar’, a Norse word for priests or clerics, contained
in the name of the find spot, Papil. The spirals below the figures have been
interpreted as waves of the sea. One figure is riding a pony - perhaps the earliest
depiction of a Shetland pony. The stone is probably 8th of 9th century. 
www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/record/rcahms/629/west-burra-papil--st-laurence last
accessed 29/08/2015

http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/record/rcahms/629/west-burra-papil-st-laurences-church/rcahms
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Vikings Arrive in Shetland

Around 800AD the Vikings arrived in Shetland from Norway and discovered that
Christian monks, or priests, had arrived in Shetland at least 100 years before them.

Prior to the arrival of the Vikings, Shetland was part of the ancient Northern British
Kingdom of Pictland

The Viking name for the Monks was Papae, it’s from this that we get place names
like Papil, (Priest’s homestead), Papa, (Priests Island) and Papa Stour, (The great
Island of priests). 
www.Shetland.org/about/history. last accessed 29/08/2015

 

Political Upheavel in Norway 
872 AD

Politicall upheavel in Norway culminating in Earl Harald Fairhairs unification of the
country in 872, caused a great flow of political refugees to the islands north and
west of Scotland. Repeated attacks from the islands brought retaliatory
expeditions from Harald. When he'd finally subdued all opposition, he set up the
Earldom of Orkney and Shetland, thereafter Shetland was ruled by the Earls of
Orkney as a very subordinate part of the Earldom. 
The following, remembered in north Atlantic tradition (with some strange
legendary accretions), is an extract from ‘Historia Norwegiae’, and says of
ORKNEY, “These islands were at first inhabited by the Picts (Peti) and Papae. Of
these, the one race the Picts, little exceeding pygmies in stature; they did marvels
in the morning and in the evening in building walled towns, but at mid-day they
entirely lost all their strength, and lurked ,through fear, in little underground
houses. At the time the islands were called Pictland (terra Petorum). And the
Papae have been named from their white robes, which they wore like priests;
whence priests are all called Papae in the Teutonic tongue. An island is still called
after them Papay, but as observed from their habits and their books abandoned
there, they were Africans adhering to Judaism. In the days of Harold Fairhair,King
of Norway, certain pirates of the family of the most vigorous prince Ronald, set sail
with a great fleet and crossed the Solundic sea and stripped these races of their
ancient settlements, destroyed them wholly, and subdued the islands to
themselves.” It should be stressed that this is the only information we have about
the Picts and the Papar in the Northern Isles of this pre-Norse period (8)

Here in Shetland there still exists places which include 'Papa' as part of their name,
eg Papa Stour (the great island of priests), Papa Little, Papil in Burra, Unst and Yell
to name a few.

(8) Crawford, Barbara E. (2005). The Papar Project. Available: The Papar Project.
Last accessed 18/08/2015

AD 800 The Vikings Arrive
Approx. 800

AD 872 Political Upheaval In Norway
Approx. 872

http://www.shetland.org/about/history
http://www.paparproject.org.uk/
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By 900AD, here in Shetland, there is evidence that the Norse Vikings were turning
to this new Christian Religion. Evidence of this mingling of Scandinavian and Celtic
elements can be seen on the Bressay Stone the Papil stone the Monks stone and
a ninth century warriors grave at Whiteness was within the walls of a Christian
Churchyard. (St. Ola's, Loch of Strom)

 

This mingling however, was not to the liking of ‘Olaf Trygvasson’, the king of
Norway, for sometime prior to 995 Christianity, in the form of Popery, had been
forcibly embossed on the Norse Vikings by Trygvasson. After his own conversion
while on a visit to Ireland, he called at Orkney on his way home and there seized
upon Earl Sigurd, ordering him and all his vassals to undergo baptism on pain of
death (9)

However it seems that this had little effect and their predatory nautical excursions
continued for a further two or three centuries.

Though nominally connected to the Christian church, they were evidently still
attached to the ancient Norse Gods of their forefathers e.g. Odin ( the "All Father"
God of war, wisdom, poetry, magic). The ruler of the Gods. 
Thor, (God of thunder and battle). 
and Freya, (Goddess of love, fertility and battle), to name but a few.

(9) Shetland Descriptive and Historical, by, Robert Cowie, published 1874 (page 29)
This book dates this event as 985, other sources state 995 as likely to be more
accurate.

Details of this story can be found in 'The Orkneyinga Saga' published by Penguin
Classics 1978

 

Norway becomes officially Christian and the Northern Isles followed suit under Earl
Thorfinn the Might

AD 900 Vikings turning to Christianity
Approx. 900

AD 994 Christianity Imposed
Approx. 994

AD 995 Christianity Made Official in
Norway
Approx. 995
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King Olaf's Christmas 
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

KING OLAF'S CHRISTMAS

At Drontheim, Olaf the King 
Heard the bells of Yule-tide ring, 
As he sat in his banquet-hall, 
Drinking the nut-brown ale, 
With his bearded Berserks hale 
And tall.

Three days his Yule-tide feasts 
He held with Bishops and Priests, 
And his horn filled up to the brim; 
But the ale was never too strong, 
Nor the Saga-man's tale too long, 
For him.

O'er his drinking-horn, the sign 
He made of the cross divine, 
As he drank, and muttered his prayers; 
But the Berserks evermore 
Made the sign of the Hammer of Thor 
Over theirs.

The gleams of the fire-light dance 
Upon helmet and hauberk and lance, 
And laugh in the eyes of the King; 
And he cries to Halfred the Scald, 
Gray-bearded, wrinkled , and bald, 
"Sing!"

"Sing me a song divine, 
With a sword in every line, 
And this shall be thy reward."
And he loosened the belt at his waist, 
And in front of the singer placed 
His sword.

"Quern-biter of Hakon the Good, 
Wherewith at a stroke he hewed 
The millstone through and through, 
And Foot-breadth of Thoralf the Strong, 
Were neither so broad nor so long, 
Nor so true."

Then the Scald took his harp and sang, 
And loud though the music rang 
The sound of that shining word; 
And the harp-strings a clangor made, 
As if they were struck with the blade 
Of a sword.

And the Berserks round about 
Broke forth into a shout 
That made the rafters ring: 
They smote with their fists on the board, 
And shouted, "Long live the Sword, 
And the King!"
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But the King said, "O my son,
I miss the bright word in one 
Of thy measures and thy rhymes." 
And Halfred the Scald replied, 
"In another 't was multiplied 
Three times."

Then King Olaf raised the hilt 
Of iron, cross-shaped and gilt, 
And said, "Do not refuse; 
Count well the gain and the loss, 
Thor's hammer or Christ's cross: 
Choose!"

And Halfred the Scald said, "This 
In the name of the Lord I kiss, 
Who on it was crucified!" 
And a shout went round the board, 
"In the name of Christ the Lord, 
Who died!"

Then over the waste of snows 
The noonday sun uprose, 
Through the driving mists revealed, 
Like the lifting of the Host, 
By incense-clouds almost  
Concealed.

On the shining wall a vast 
And shadowy cross was cast 
From the hilt of the lifted sword, 
And in foaming cups of ale 
The Berserks drank "Was-hael! 
To the Lord!. 
www.Viking.no/e/life/echristianity.htm last accessed 30/08/2015 
www.viking.no/e/people/st.olav/. last accessed 30/08/2015

 

Missionary Bishops, from Norway, appear in Orkney, although it is doubtful
whether their activities extended initially to Shetland, This probably occurred
around 1050 when they received the powerful support of Earl Thorfinn. 
www.ivaegault.com/vikingene/orkneyar/Shetland_en.html last accessed
29/08/2015

 

Missionary Bishops arrive supported by Earl Thorfinn

At this time, all Europe seemed to be building Cathedrals and around 1065,
Thorfinn began to build Christchurch at Brough of Birsey, in Orkney, this began
after his trip to Europe and a visit with the Pope.

Soon after a similar church was built among the Celtic ruins on St. Ninians Isle.

Although built around the same time, the little church on St. Ninians does not
appear to have been a head church, it’s use seems to have been monastic.

AD 1030 Missionary Bishops Appear
Approx. 1030

AD 1050 Missionary Bishops Arrive in
Shetland
1050

http://www.viking.no/e/life/echristianity.htm
http://www.viking.no/e/people/st.olav/
http://www.ivargault.com/vikingene/orkneyar/shetland_en.html
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Earl Thorfinn starts to build Christchurch at Brough of Birsay, Orkney.

(Some historians think that he started to build in 1057)

Image of the Site

 

Around 1100, the Bishopric of Orkney and Shetland took on a more definite form
with a ‘Head Church’ namely Thorfinn’s Christchurch, at Brough, Birsay, Orkney
and around 1112, the 1st Bishop of Orkney and Shetland, William the Old, was
appointed.

During the period of Norse settlement a proliferation of 'Chapels'! (likely to have
been rough little meeting huts ), appeared in Shetland, particularly in the North
Isles of Unst, Yell and Fetlar. These appeared to have close association with
Scattalds, (Common pasture ground allocated to crofters) and most likely were
places where local settlement leaders were prompted to make provision for
Christian worship on their own lands, both for themselves and for their neighbours.
Some of these Chapels passed out of use when a system of ‘Territorial Parishes’
was put in place, this took place during the 12th Century. Some did remain in
place, usually those which stood near to the Head Churches of the New Order (10)

(10) Cant, Ronald Gordon (1975). The Medieval Churches and Chapels of Shetland.
Shetland: Shetland Archaeological and Historical Society.

 

From the appointment of William the Old 1112, the Bishopric moved away from it's
earlier association with the Archbishoprics of Hamburg/Bremen and York and
came to form part of a Scandinavian Ecclesiastical Province under the Archbishop
of Lund.

AD 1065 Thorfinn builds Christchurch at
Orkney
1065

AD 1100 Beginning of Bishopric of Orkney
and Shetland
Approx. 1100

AD 1112 Change in Christian Influence
1112
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'William the Old' (William Senex) was a 12th century prelate who became the first
and one of the most famous bishops of Orkney.

William was remembered in Orcadian tradition, saga and eccleastical,as the
founding bishop of Orkney.

Along with Earl Rognvald,between 1151 and 1153 William went on pilgrimage to the
holy land.

Bishop William died in 1168.

Bishop's Palace, seen from St Magnus Cathedral tower.

[The Bishop's Palace, Kirkwall was built at the same time as the adjacent St
Magnus Cathedral in the centre of Kirkwall, Orkney, Scotland, was being
constructed, and housed the cathedral's first bishop, William the Old of the
Norwegian Catholic church who took his authority from the Archbishop of Nidaros
(Trondheim). The ruined structure now looks like a small castle.

Originally it is thought to have been like a typical Royal Norwegian Palace, with a
large rectangular hall above store rooms and a tower house as the Bishop's
private residence. King Haakon IV of Norway, overwintering after the Battle of
Largs, died here in 1263, marking the end of Norse rule over the Outer Hebrides.
The neglected palace had fallen into ruins by 1320.

In 1468 Orkney and Shetland were pledged by Christian I of Denmark and Norway
for the payment of the dowry of his daughter Margaret, betrothed to James III of
Scotland, and as the money has never since been paid, their connection with the
crown of Scotland has been perpetual.

In 1526 the palace came briefly into the possession of William, Lord Sinclair, before
he was ordered to return it to the Bishop of Orkney. When King James V of
Scotland visited Kirkwall in 1540 he garrisoned his troops in the Palace and in
Kirkwall Castle. Soon afterwards' extensive restoration was begun by Bishop
Robert Reid, the last and greatest of Orkney's medieval Bishops who also founded
the University of Edinburgh. Reid added a round tower, the Moosie Toor

Ownership passed to Robert Stewart, 1st Earl of Orkney, in 1564, then to his son
Patrick Stewart, 2nd Earl of Orkney who planned to incorporate it into his Earl's
Palace, Kirkwall, but debts forced him to return it to Bishop James Law. Earl
Patrick's son Robert seized both palaces in 1614, and a siege followed, though it is
not known if this caused damage to the structures, the Palace now lies in ruins and
what remained of Kirkwall Castle was obliterated in 1865 ] (11)

(11) (2005). Bishop’s Palace, Kirkwall. Available: Wikipedia. Last accessed
18/08/2015

AD 1112 William of Old appointed 1st
Bishop of Orkney & Shetland
Approx. 1112

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop%27s_Palace,_Kirkwall
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Earl Rognvald begins to build St. Magnus Cathedral at Kirkwall
AD 1137 St. Magus Cathedral Kirkwall
Approx. 1137
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(Top photo by Carol Anderson 20:10:2016) 
(Middle photo, inside of the crypt mound seen to the left of the Church in Carols
photo, thought to contain the remnant of the wall of the original Church, and also
contains some very ancient memorial slabs).

[St. Magnus Church in Tingwall was built around 1150, the first of three towered
churches in Shetland, the others being built at Papil, Burra and Ireland Bigton.
(Details:- Shetland by JR Nicolson. Page 43.)

St Magnus was one of three churches gifted by three Norse sisters to Shetland. All
had round towers, and St Magnus Church was said to be the grandest of them.
From 1215 St Magnus was the base of the Archdeacon of Tingwall, the senior
church official in Shetland.

St Magnus was sadly demolished in 1788, at around the same time as the other
two churches gifted by the three Norse sisters. As one Shetland commentator put
it: "...as a principle of barbarous economy to supply stones at a cheap rate for the
plain Presbyterian churches which now occupy their places". And you have to
admit that, although the interior of the replacement kirk is very attractive, Tingwall
would be better known and more visited if the original St Magnus Church had
been allowed to stand ] (12)

Tingwall Church took on the importance of being the Head Church in Shetland
from around AD 1215 ( see below ).

(12) Undiscovered Scotland. (2000). Tingwall Kirk. Available: Undiscovered Scotlan
d. Last accessed 18/08/2015.

 

By now the Bishopric had become part of the new Norwegian ecclesiastical
province of Nidaros or Trondheim under the Archbishop of Trondheim the head of
the Norwegian Church.

AD 1150 ( approx) St. Magnus Church
Tingwall built
Approx. 1150

AD 1153 Archbishop of Trondheim head of
Norwegian Church
1153

http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/shetland/tingwallkirk/
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From 1194, the Earldom of Orkney and Shetland became the centre of a plot to
depose King Sverre of Norway. A large force of islanders was taken to Norway
and after initial successes, was crushed at the Battle of Florevag near Bergen. In
1195 Earl Harald made his submission to King Sverre who as punishment pulled
Shetland away from the Orkney earldom to be ruled directly as a Norwegian
Crown Colony, and so Shetland remained for nearly 250 years. This move
increased the importance of the head of the Church in Shetland. The Archdeacon
of Shetland, increasing the Norse Christian influence.

 

In 1195 Shetland was removed from the Earldom, following a failed challenge to
the Norwegian crown by Earl Harald Maddadsson supported by an army from
Orkney and Shetland (Thomson 1987, 74). It is possible that, as Shetland diverged
from Orkney and became fully integrated into Norway, the island of Unst (the point
furthest from Orkney and nearest to Norway) may have gained significance within
the Viking world. (Val Turner, in “Shetland and the Viking World” 2015)

 

The importance of the office of Archdeacon of Shetland,(based at St Magnus head
church in Tingwall), is obvious from around the year 1215 and lasted until the
establishment of Presbeterianism in Scotland in 1690. During these centuries
Scotland resented Scandinavian possession of her offshore islands and gradually
tried to re-Scottishise them, but her attempts failed when in 1265 King Haakon’s
war galleys filled Bressay Sound on their way to regain Norway’s hold on the more
southern dominions.

 

At the Battle of Laargs, King Haakon fought against the army of (King Alexander
3rd of Scotland). Haakon had planned to renew military action the following
summer but died in Orkney during the winter. His successor King Magnus the 6th
sued for peace and secured the Treaty of Perth.

AD 1194 Plot to Depose the King of
Norway
1194

AD 1195 Shetland removed from the
Earldom of Orkney
1195

AD 1215 Office of Archdeacon of Shetland
established
Approx. 1215

AD 1263 Battle of Laargs
Approx. 1263
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[The Treaty of Perth, On 2nd July 1266, ended the conflict between Norway, under
King Magnus 6th of Norway, and Scotland under King Alexander 3rd.

Norway renounced all claims to the Wester Isles and the Isle of Man, but retained
Orkney and Shetland on condition that Alexander pay the sum of 4,000 marks
compensation and an annual tribute of 100 marks in St. Magnus Cathedral,
Kirkwall. His failure to pay this ‘Annual of Norway’ became an important step in the
mortgaging of the Isles to Scotland in 1468-69.

Acting as peacemaker between Scotland and Denmark, King Charles VII of France
helped to arrange the marriage between Princess Margaret of Denmark and
Prince James, (Soon to be King James III) of Scotland. By the Marriage Treaty of
1468, the arrears of the ‘Annual’ were cancelled and the Princess’s dowry was
fixed at 60,000 Florins of which 10,000 were to be paid within a year, the whole
lands of Orkney to be pledged for the remainder. Only 2,000 Florins were paid
within the stipulated time and on May 20th 1469, the whole lands of Shetland were
pledged for the remaining 8,000 Florins. The conditions were that Shetland
should revert to the Kings of Norway as soon as the debt was discharged and
then the Northern Isles were ‘Temporarily’ annexed to the Scottish Crown ] (13)

Marriage Of James 3rd and Margaret of Denmark

(13) Nicolson, James R. (1972). Shetland. England: David & Charles.

 

At the Parochial level the earliest known Sheltand Cleric is Svein the Priest,
apparently on Papa Stour, in 1299. In 1321/22 there is mention of two priests of the
Bergen Diocese being appointed to Parish Churches in Shetland, Thorkel
Hanafson to Thweitathing (perhaps Aithsting and adjacent parts of the West Side)
and a certain Herbrand to Rauthathing (North Mavine). In 1355 and 1360 Sigvald
Halfdanson was church priest on Papa Stour, and in the earlier year there is also a
reference to Jon Knutson, priest (presumably domestic chaplain) of Lady Herdis
Thorvaldsdatter who held land on Papa Stour and elsewhere in Shetland. In 1383
John, parish priest of Fetlar became Bishop of Orkney, and in 1405, Gudbrandur
Magnusson was parish priest of Yell. In the ensuing period, and probably
beginning before 1469, the Parochial clergy became almost exclusively Scots. (14)

(14) Cant, Ronald Gordon (1975). The Medieval Churches and Chapels of Shetland.
Shetland: Shetland Archaeological and Historical Society.

 

[ Observe that In the year of our Lord 1328 AD the 25th day of July, did Giafalder
Iverson of Shetland, pay to the Reverend Lord Audfinnr, the Lord Bishop of
Bergen, and Svaeinn Sighurdarson, the kings treasurer, the tithe due to the Pope,
7 skippund of wool, less one linspund, which was according to Shetland, 'spann'-
reckoning, 16 'spann' and 20 of wool ( i.e 36 'spann ) in Shetland weight. ( one
book records this as being 22cwt )] 
Ref: Shetland Documents 1195-1579 by John H. Ballantyne & Brian Smith

AD 1266 Treaty of Perth
Approx. 1266

AD 1299 The Earliest Known Shetland
Cleric
Approx. 1299

AD 1328 Papal tithes of Shetland
1328
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[Amid the on-going predatory excursions of the Vikings, in 1386, lands in Shetland
which had been illegally appropriated by a certain Malis Sperra, were by award of
the Kings Stewart, restored to their lawful owners. In other words though justice
might be tardy, it did exist. 
And at this time the Northern Church was vigorous and so free from internal
disputes that in 1394 the Bishops of Orkney and Greenland exchanged Sees. (A
'See' is a Roman Catholic Bishop's area of jurisdiction and authority ). 
At this time small chapels were numerous throughout the isles and the Priests
were without exception Norse.] 
Ref: The Shetland Isles by Andrew T. Cluness 1951

 

In 1469 Shetland is declared Scottish. 
ALTERNATIVE VERSION! Of how Shetland was declared to be Scottish and no
longer Norwegian.

“How did Shetland become Scottish, Willie?” I asked. “In some ways it seems more
Norwegian.” 
Willie sat back in his seat, “Weel, noo Lachlan, whit I’m aboot tae tell you might no
be accurate in every detail, but I tink you’ll get the idea: 
Aboot the middle of the fifteenth century, when Shetland and Orkney belonged to
Denmark, the daughter of the King of Denmark was to be married to James the
third of Scotland.

Unfortunately for him, the Danish King was a wee bit short o’ the readies for a
suitable dowry, so he rang up the Scottish King and offered Orkney and Shetland
as a show of good faith until he had the money in the bank to pay the dowry’

The Scottish King agreed and the couple were married. 
Time passed, and finally the Danish King had the euros in the bank. 
He rang up the Scottish King to advise him he now had the money and could he
have Shetland and Orkney back please! 
Weel noo, replied the Scottish King, you send me an email regarding the time tae
get together to make the exchange and we’ll talk aboot it . 
Of course, the Danish King didn’t send an email because as you ken the internet
hadn’t been invented at that time. 
The Danish King sent letter after letter, pleading for the return of Orkney and
Shetland, but the Scottish King dithered and dallied, and just like Governments tae
this day, probably called a committee or two, which appointed a convener or two,
who arranged a sub-committee or two, which appointed another convener or two,
and nothing ever happened. Shetland and Orkney now belong to Scotland.” (1469)

Ref: (1469) Ness, Rev’d Lachlan. ‘A Kangaroo Loose in Shetland’ Excerpts from a
Diary. Printed by CreateSpace 2010 
Lachhlan was Locum Pastor in the North Isles ( Yell, Unst and Fetlar ) for the
Church of Scotland from March ‘till July of 2008.

 

In 1472 the Archbishopric ( the centre of Church affairs), moves from Trondheim in
Norway to St. Andrews in Scotland.

 

Bishop Robert Reid was the last bishop of Orkney and Shetland, before the
Reformation. He held his post from 1541-1558, when he died somewhat
mysteriously on the Queen's business (Mary Queen of Scots) in Dieppe.

AD 1386 The 'Peaceful' Church
1386

AD 1469 Shetland Declared Scottish
1469

AD 1472 Archbishopric moves
1472

AD 1541 Last Bishop of Orkney and
Shetland
1541
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John Knox ( The driving force of The Reformation in Scotland ) 
John Knox was born 1514, near Haddington Scotland. He was influenced by
George Wishart, who was burned for heresy in 1546, and the following year Knox
became the spokesman for the Reformation in Scotland. After imprisonment and
exile in England and the European continent, in 1559 he returned to Scotland,
where he supervised the preparation of the constitution and liturgy of the
Reformed Church.

The Scottish Reformation of 1560-61 was part of the Europe-wide 16th century
movement which aimed to 'reform' western Christianity, resulting in the separation
of the Protestant Churches from the Roman Catholic Church. During 1560-61 the
Northern Isles first Protestant Bishop, Adam Bothwell, (1527-93) and his staunch
Shetland delegate, the Archdeacon of Tingwall, (Jerome Cheyne 1554-84)
established the eleven Reformed ministries which together with the Lerwick
Ministry, founded in 1701, provided the structural shape of the established ministry
in Shetland today.

The Church Government from the Reformation until the 1690 settlement of the
revolution was a presbytery subordinate to the Bishop of Orkney and Shetland.
This kind of Episcopalianism survived in Shetland until in 1690, the settlement
finally established Scottish Presbyterianism.

Interesting Note

John Knox was the man responsible for the removal of the pipe organ from many
churches in Scotland, he argued that since in the Scriptures there is no trace of
pipe organs or manmade hymns (distinct from God-given psalms), Knox did away
with them, and organs did not come back into the Scottish church until the
nineteenth century. He is reported to have called them the devil’s pipes. Dread to
think of what he’d have made of guitars and drums now seen as an acceptable aid
to worship in many churches today.

 

Scalloway Castle was built from 1599 by Patrick Stewart, 2nd Earl of Orkney to
tighten his grip on Shetland, Scotland. Its site in Shetland's then capital, Scalloway,
was surrounded by the sea on three sides.

Scalloway Castle Ruins

[ In 1568 Bishop Bothell was compelled to relinquish his rights and revenues to

AD 1560 Reformed Ministries Established
1560

AD 1600 Foundations laid for Scalloway
Castle
Approx. 1600
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[ In 1568 Bishop Bothell was compelled to relinquish his rights and revenues to
Lord Robert Stewart (father of Patrick)?, - and from that point ecclesiastical
administration in Shetland was seriously hampered for a period of about 40yrs.

There was more than once, a scheme for the erection of a presbytery in Shetland,
but there is no evidence that a presbytery was in operation during this century.
Moreover, the church authorities did not in this period enjoy effective support from
the secular administration, for Lord Robert was abusing his control over
ecclesiastical revenues, appointing creatures of his own to livings, and other
laymen were diverting ecclesiastical funds to their own pockets through fues of
lands and tacks of teinds, so that, although some Shetland benefices were very
rich compared with the level in Scotland generally, only a small proportion of the
income was sometimes reaching the clergy. 
Not infrequently a vicarage was in dispute between rival claimants, one appointed
by the crown, the other by the Earl, and the man best qualified to serve the Parish
did not always obtain effective possession.

Some of the ministers, far from being conscientious, were mere adventurers, with
moral standards no better, if no worse, than those of their parishioners leading to
the gibe that " Shetland received nothing from Scotland except bad meal and
greedy ministers". It is not for nothing that the 'ministers mark' for sheep is
proverbially 'baith lugs aff' implying that he could make any mans sheep his own
and that the words 'minister' and 'cat' are equally taboo on a fishing expedition (for
the minister, with his right to tends, shared the cats greed for fish). Nor was
rapacity the only clerical offence, for in Earl Patrick's time both John Sutherland ,
the reader in Aithsting and Sandsting, and William Hay, archdeacon of Shetland
and minister of Tingwall, were found guilty of assault.

Prior to Earl Patrick Stewarts rule, the administrative framework within which the
people of Shetland had lived was largely based on the system which had been in
use when the Islands were under Norwegian Rule, But now this framework of
administration was an instrument in the hands of Earl Patrick by which he
exercised his comprehensive powers under the title of “Chief Magistrate of
Shetland”. In this capacity the court of Earl Patrick would go on circuit around the
ten or eleven districts, into which Shetland was divided, dishing out his form of
justice, settling disputes and collecting taxes.

Teinds and Taxes were paid from all lands, and for centuries, prior to Patrick’s day,
were usually divided between the vicars of the parishes and the Bishop. From
1586 all the Bishops revenues were drawn by the Earl, so that teinds and taxes
were given partly to the Earl and partly to the vicar.

Scottish immigration to Shetland was in progress in Earl Patrick’s day. Ministers,
officials and merchants were certainly coming in from Scotland. There were also
sometimes immigrants of dubious morals and reputation.

On the 15th of May, 1604, the Earl issued a proclamation, relating in lurid language,
that beggars, vagabonds and immoral persons from the Scottish Highlands “and
other barbarous parts” have entered Orkney, devouring its substance and
associating with the idle and immoral among the natives, and now intend to
proceed to Shetland, “where they hope to have liberty to live wickedly according
to the appetite of their filthy flesh,” and where they propose to establish a house of
ill fame at Sumburgh.

Patrick forbade the transport of those persons to Shetland, and commanded their
forcible expulsion from his dominions if they didn’t leave voluntarily within 3 days.
Literary sources indicate that he didn’t fully succeed in enforcing this effort.

Ministers in Patrick’s time seemed to feature prominently among Shetland’s
landed magnates and landlords, e.g. James Pitcairn, minister of North Mavine,
(Died March 1612) Laurence Sinclair, minister of Dunrossness, (Died 25th Jan. 1613)
and Robert Swinton, minister at Walls. The most remarkable feature of his
possessions is the abundance of his household plenishings leading to
speculations that he’d been first on the spot when a well-furnished ship broke on
the exposed shores of his parish. (A speculation which recalls the words, put by
Scott, into the mouth of one of his characters in ‘The Pirate’, that ‘a ship ashore is a
sight to wile the minister out of his pulpit in the middle of his preaching’.)

The fall of Earl Patrick meant the end of a regime essentially secular and not
conspicuously sympathetic to the church, and under the administration of Bishop
James Law, the position of the reformed church in the islands became
immeasurably stronger ] (15)
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immeasurably stronger ] (15) 
Bishop James Law supported the cause of the people of Orkney against the
oppression of Earl Patrick, and he succeeded in getting the lands and jurisdiction
of the Bishopric separated from those of the Earldom.

(15) Donaldson, Gordon. (1958). In: Shetland Life under Earl Patrick. England: Oliver
& Boyd.

 

Following the union of the crowns of Scotland and England, attempts by Charles
1st and Charles 2nd to control the kirk met with protest (Covenanters). 
The covenanters were those people in Scotland who signed the National
Covenant in 1638. They signed this covenant to confirm their opposition to the
interference by the Stuart kings in the affairs of the Presbyterian Church of
Scotland. 
During this period Ministers with covenanting sympathies were 'outed' from their
churches by the authorities, and forced to leave their parishes, being sent as far
away as they could be from their homes, some even to Lerwick. 
These ministers were 'warded' by local Tollbooths,(Lerwicks Tolbooth, built 1660-
1670), pending their transfer to a more secure place to await trial, most were
tortured and executed, martyred for their loyalty to their Lord.

'Old Tolbooth' Lerwick 
Built: 1767-70 this the second tollbooth on the site, the original building having
been constructed 1660-1670. 
Originally the Tolbooth had an enclosed yard at the back. The top floor held one
big room, (for public functions including Balls and Masonic meetings), and two
prison cells. Beneath were two big rooms, one serving as a courtroom the other a
schoolroom which in time was altered into a permanent sheriff-clerk's office
around 1825. 
Within the basement were two more prison cells but the jail failed its inspection in
1836 and since then the cells were only used as a lockup for arrests.

The 'Old Tolbooth' underwent extensive restoration between 2003-2005 and
today houses Britains busiest lifeboat shore station. 
www.geography.org.uk/photo/2651645 last accessed 29/08/2015

 

The succession of William and Mary to the throne changed the situation and in
1690 the Scottish Parliament finally established the reformed Presbyterian church
as the national church of Scotland.

AD 1603 Crowns of Scotland and England
united
Approx. 1603

AD 1690 Settlement of the Revolution
1690

http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/2651645
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In 1698, 6 ministers from out of Shetlands parishes petitioned the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland asking to be received into the Presbyterian
Communion. All but two were received on the 23rd of June. A few months later a
commission comprising of 7 ministers and 1 ruling elder was sent out from the
Assembly charged to visit the Highlands and Islands and where necessary to re-
arrange Parishes and ‘Plant Kirks’. The only commissioner to get as far as Shetland
was the Rev. John Brand. During his visit Brand received Shetlands remaining 2
ministers into communion – several vacancies remained. He set up the new
‘Parish of Lerwick’ and left behind him a Presbyterie of Zetland which met for the
first time in the Cross Church, Quendale, on the 14th of June 1700 and again on
the 31st of July in St. Olaf’s, now in ruins at Voe. (Records of these and other 18th
century Presbytery meetings are available in the Shetland Archives).

 

John Wesley's' Sermons and Journal' publications were causing something of a
spiritual awakening in Shetland.

John Wesley Open Air Preacher, and Father of Methodism

AD 1698 General Assembly Commission
sent to Shetland
1698

AD 1784 John Wesley
1784
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[During the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1796, held in St. Giles
Cathedral in Edinburgh, there was something of a clash between two parties who
had won for themselves the names of ‘Evangelicals’ and ‘Moderates’, on the
subject of Christian Mission. Out of this argument was born the non-
denominational organisation, The Society for the propagation of the Gospel at
Home, (SPG)

In December 1798, the Society had formed itself into a Congregational Church and
invited Captain James Haldane to be it’s Pastor and he accepted on the
understanding that his duties did not interfere with his work as an evangelist in the
highways and byways. On the 3rd of Feb 1799, he was ordained as the first
minister of the first church formed among the new Congregational Churches of
Scotland, this was the birth place of Congregational and Independent churches in
Scotland.

On the 3rd of June 1799 the society brought upon itself the wrath of the General
Assembly, who resolved against it and all itinerant preachers.

It would seem Haldane and other independants saw themselves more answerable
to their calling in the Lord, than answerable to the General Assembly, for at that
same time, having unsuccessfully attempted to attract to Shetland Methodist
Preachers, a number of interested Shetlanders invited Captain Haldane to visit.
Haldane responded at once and in 1799, he was in Shetland with another
evangelist the celebrated Mr. William Innes. Their first host was the Revd. John
Mill, a Shetlander and Minister at Dunrossness. The visit is recorded in Revd. John
Mill’s diary published by the Scottish History Society in 1889 ] (16)

James Haldane descsribes the state of religion, prior to his vist, as ‘deplorable’
and out of twelve ministers in Shetland, not more than two or three preached the
Gospel.

Capt. Haldane’s independantism, rooted remarkably quickly in Shetland and out of
this was born the variety of different denominations which are still ministering here
today.

(16) Fitzgibbon, Gerald (1987). An Introduction to Shetlands Christian Heritage.
England: Shetland Amenity Trust.

 

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland resolves against all itinerant
preachers.

Capt. James Haldane visits Shetland

AD 1796 Clash with General Assembly
Approx. 1796

AD 1799 General Assembly of Scotland
Resolution
1799
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Then began a time of something of a revolution in Shetland’s spiritual fields with
the coming of these first independent Pastors/Preachers from mainland Britain
bringing with them the seeds of the Gospel truths sown in new ways to fertile
souls eager to know and grow.

These early Independents commonly spoke of preaching to hundreds and to
crowds too numerous to pack into meeting places resulting in often preaching of
out doors in all weathers. Many people including the preachers would walk for
miles to teach and to hear more of this new understanding of the ‘Word of God’.

[The first preacher/pastor to establish an independent church in Shetland was Mr.
George Reid in a private dwelling in Mounthooly Street, Lerwick 1808 – 1839.

Around the beginning of the 19th century, a division occurred in the established
church at Lerwick on the question of discipline. A breakaway group commenced
holding religious meetings by themselves. Soon afterwards, this independent
minister from Scotland, being on a visit to the islands and finding this little flock in
a shepherdless condition, became it’s minister and in time established the first
independent church in Shetland ] (17)

This church was founded directly due to the ‘Congregational’ influence of James
Haldane and his companion and aide William Innes.

Around this time there were several Shetland men who were mightily moved by
God’s Spirit to take the Gospel out among their rural communities of home. The
first independent local preacher we meet is Sinclair Thompson, ‘Baptist’ (The
Shetland Apostle) who after dubious beginnings of merry making, fiddle playing,
whaler and contraband smuggler, began to ‘examine his soul in the light of' 'His
Book', (God’s Bible). Through much soul-searching, anguish and distress and
through the words of a hymn in the hymn book used by the itinerant preachers,
the words {There our hopes to rest unmoved (speak directly to his heart), Where?
Where?, (he asks), He looked unto Jesus and found instant peace ] (18)

The Baptist were the first to erect a separate place for worship, his first church:-
Dunrossness 1816.

The next local independent we come across is John Nicolson who in 1810, while
drafted into the Royal Artillary and stationed in London, ‘broke league with Satan’
and joined the ‘Methodists’. Nine years later, in 1819, he was back in Shetland with
a 30 mile circuit on the West Side. He urged and pleaded with Dr. Adam Clarke,
the then president of the Wesleyan Conference, to send missionaries to Shetland,
and it is said that at one time there were more Methodists in Shetland than in the
whole of the rest of Scotland counted together.

The living and spiritual conditions of the people which confronted these early
itinerant missionaries are legend. (Read ‘Two Calves in the House’ being the
Shetland Journal of the Rev. John Lewis 1823-1825 Edited by Harold R. Bowes and
published by Shetland Amenity Trust 2005 )

(17) and (18) Smith, J. A. (1877, rev 1967). Sinclair Thomson, The Shetland Apostle.
England: publisher unknown.

AD1801 Coming of itinerant preachers
Approx. 1801
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The Establishment of the Various Denominations

 

An important event which blew apart the dynamic of the established Church of
Scotland here in Shetland, equally as cataclysmically as throughout the rest of
Scotland, was 'The Disruption' of 1843.

The disruption. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/disruptionof1843. last accessed 30-08-2015

This split in the Kirk caused bitter divisions, left ministers without homes and
salaries and congregations found themselves without churches to worship in. 
The 'bone of contention' was the Patronage Act of 1712 which gave the local laird
the legal power to install ministers of their choosing in local parishes, this meant
congregations had no say in who preached to them. 
At the opening of the General Assembly of the 'Church of Scotland' 1843 the
retiring Moderator read out a prepared protest, bowed to the Queen's
commissioner and walked out, he was followed by 200 other ministers and elders. 
A total of 450 ministers, throughout Scotland broke away and formed the 'Free
Church of Scotland'. 
In Shetland the fall-out from the 'Disruption saw 'Free' congregations building
churches and setting up preaching stations during the latter half of the 1800's in
Cunningsburgh, Delting, Dunrossness, Fetlar, Lerwick, Quarff-Burra, Sandwick,
Unst, Walls-Sandness, Weisdale and Yell . 
------------------------- 
The Rev. James Ingram D.D. was known in Shetland ( especially Unst ) as the
father of the Free Church. He was known from his youth as a resolute opponent of
the devil and all his works. Fiddles were to him anathema and dancing a major sin.
Fearing nothing but God he insisted on preaching in the pulpit when well over
ninety years of age, now and then so carried away by his theme that he would
lose track of time resulting in his son, white haired and over seventy, ascending
the pulpit plucking at his gown and saying " Hey, father, its time to stop".  
The measure of respect he had among his people can be gauged by the fact that
1054 out of 1100 members of his flock followed him out, in spite of threats from the
laird. 
This was courageous since he lost stipend, house and Kirk building in the process. 
He died in 1879 at the grand old age of 102yrs. (19)

http://ichef.bbci.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/images/paintings/unhc/624x544/nsc_unh
c_1996_0001_624x544.jpg

Revd. James Ingram

Shetland’s Christianity then, was once Celtic, later it was Scandinavian, later again
it was Scottish, first Medievil then Reformed, once Episcopalian, then
Presbyterianism, then Dissenting and, as we're beginning to see, ultimately out of
those independent beginnings, Denominational, and that’s how it remains in our
time.

(19) Cluness, Andrew T. (1956). The Shetland Isles. England: Hales.

AD 1843 'The Disruption'
Approx. 1843

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disruption_of_1843
http://ichef.bbci.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/images/paintings/unhc/624x544/nsc_unhc_1996_0001_624x544.jpg
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Episcopalian 'Church of Scotland'.

Jerome Cheyne: Jerome Cheyne was minister (Archdeacon of Shetland, based in
Tingwall) at the time of the Reformation. He was the son of Sir Patrick Cheyne of
Esselmont. The Fasti Ecclesiae Scotianae states that he demitted the benefice in
favour of his son in March 1572, but he was minister in 1580 and was re-appointed
Archdeacon in 1582. He died in 1584. 
John Hunter was the last remaining Episcopal priest in Shetland and from his diary
(1734-45) it appears that he was very much an itinerant priest with all of Shetland
as his parish. His permanent residence was at Sumburgh, Dunrossness. It is
recorded that he had a small chapel, dedicated to St. Barnabas, originally beleived
to have been at the south end of Lerwick, but more likely to have been located at
Toab, Dunrossness. For a century after his death in 1761 there were no Episcopal
clergy in Shetland. 
Episcopalian mission services were begun again in 1861 by the Rev'd Robert
Walker, the services being held in the Subscription Rooms, formerly the 'Auld Kirk'
(now the Masonic Hall) in Queens Lane. 
Episcopalianism of a kind influenced Shetlands Christianity from the Reformation
1560 to the present day, to varying degrees. 
This denominations Christian witness was revitalised with the building of the
present Episcopal Church 'St Magnus' in 1864

 

Presbyterian 'Church of Scotland' 
In 1690 Parliament finally established the Presbyterian C.O.S. as the National
Church.
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/aboutus/howweareorganised/history last accessed
30/08/2015

 

Presbyterian 'Church of Scotland' 
In 1698 6 ministers out of Shetlands 11 parishes petitioned The General Assembly
Of the C.O.S. asking to be received into the Presbyterian Communion. All but 2
were received on 23rd June. 
Rev. John Brand, during his visit to Shetland received the remaining two into
communion. 
He set up the new 'Parish of Lerwick' and left behind him a 'Presbyterie of Zealand'
which met for the first time in the 'Cross Church' Quendale on 14th June 1700.

AD 1560 Episcopalian 'Church of Scotland'
1560

AD 1690 Presbyterian 'Church of Scotland'
(National)
Approx. 1690

AD 1698 Presbyterian 'Church of Scotland'
(In Shetland)
1698

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about_us/how_we_are_organised/history
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Congregationalists.

Captain James Haldane

During the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1796, held in St. Giles
Cathedral in Edinburgh, there was something of a clash between two parties who
had won for themselves the names of ‘Evangelicals’ and ‘Moderates’, on the
subject of Christian Mission. Out of this argument was born the non-
denominational organisation, The Society for the propagation of the Gospel at
Home, (SPG)

In December 1798, the Society had formed itself into a Congregational Church and
invited Captain James Haldane to be it’s Pastor and he accepted on the
understanding that his duties did not interfere with his work as an evangelist in the
highways and byways. On the 3rd of Feb 1799, he was ordained as the first
minister of the first church formed among the new Congregational Churches of
Scotland, this was the birth place of Congregational and independent churches in
Scotland.

On the 3rd of June 1799 the society brought upon itself the wrath of the General
Assembly, who resolved against it and all itinerant preachers.

It would seem Haldane and other independants saw themselves more answerable
to their calling in the Lord, than answerable to the General Assembly, for at that
same time, having unsuccessfully attempted to attract to Shetland Methodist
Preachers, a number of interested Shetlanders invited Captain Haldane to visit.
Haldane responded at once and in 1799, he was in Shetland with another
evangelist the celebrated Mr. William Innes. Their first host was the Revd. John
Mill, a Shetlander and Minister at Dunrossness. The visit is recorded in Revd. John
Mill’s diary.

James Haldane descsribes the state of religion, prior to his vist, as ‘deplorable’
and out of twelve ministers in Shetland, not more than two or three preached the
Gospel.

Capt. Haldane’s independantism, rooted remarkably quickly in Shetland and out of
this was born the variety of different denominations which are still ministering here
today.

James Alexander Haldane (14 July 1768 – 8 February 1851) was a Scottish
Independent church leader.

Biography.

The younger son of Captain James Haldane of Airthrey House, (his older brother
Robert Haldane was also a clergyman) in Stirlingshire, he was born at Dundee.
Educated first at Dundee Grammar School and afterwards at the Royal High
School and University of Edinburgh, at the age of seventeen he joined the Duke of
Montrose East Indiaman as a midshipman. After four voyages to India he was
nominated to the command of the Melville Castle in the summer of 1793; but
having begun a careful study of the Bible during his voyages, and also come
under the evangelical influence of David Bogue of Gosport, one of the founders of
the London Missionary Society, he abruptly decided to leave the navy for a
religious life, and returned to Scotland about 1796 he became acquainted with the
celebrated evangelical, Charles Simeon of Cambridge, in whose company he
toured Scotland, distributing tracts and trying to awaken others to an interest in
religious subjects. In May 1797 he preached his first sermon, at Gilmerton near
Edinburgh, with encouraging success. In the same year he established a non-
sectarian organization for tract distribution and lay preaching called the "Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel at Home". During the next few years he made
repeated missionary journeys.

As advancing years compelled him to withdraw from the more exhausting labours
of travel and open-air preaching, he sought to influence the discussion of current
religious and theological questions by means of the press. He died on 8 February
1851 aged 82 and is commemorated on a Haldane family gravestone in the
churchyard at St Cuthbert's, Edinburgh.

AD 1799 Congregationalists
1799
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Independant.

Mounthooly St. Lerwick.

George Reid. 
Around the beginning of the 19th century there occurred the first breach upon the
monopoly held by the established church at Lerwick on the question of discipline.
A breakaway group commenced holding religious meetings by themselves. Soon
after, an independent minister from Scotland, Mr George Reid, being on a visit to
the islands and finding this little flock in a shepherdless condition, became it’s
minister and in time established the first independent church in Shetland.(from The
Shetland Apostle by Rev J.A.SMITH D.D. page 5.).

 

Baptists.

Dunrossness.

Sinclair Thomson 
It's a beautiful summer Sabbath and a large assembly, numbering at least six
hundred persons, is gathered upon the shores of a lovely little lake, the loch of
Spiggie. After a brief service at the waterside two men walk down, hand in hand,
into the loch and for the first time in all its history Shetland has witnessed the rite
of scriptural immersion. 
The story of that June day in 1815 is part of the story of the coming of the Baptist
faith to the Shetland Islands through the life and work of Sinclair Thomson (The
Shetland Apostle)

Sinclair was born on 3rd September 1784 in the parish of Sandsting. 
At the age of seventeen Sinclair, unable to content himself with a quiet life at
home, joined a whaling vessel on its voyages to the polar seas. 
We have no record of his life on board ship, save that he took his full share both in
the common duties of a sailor and those of a whale-man in the boats. When grog
was served he did not decline his full share of this also; and in the merrymaking of
the crew, having learned to play the violin, he was a sort of leader and master of
revels.

A little past the age of twenty he married and with that event ended his whaling
expeditions. 
Shortly after his marriage he removed to Spiggie, in the parish of Dunrossness,
forty miles from his native parish. Here the bad effects of his late associations very
soon began to appear. 
His proficiency with the violin caused him to be much sought after whenever a
dance was to be held. This itself was by no means a promising start for a young
mans career, but worse was to follow.

AD 1809 Independents
1809

AD 1816 Baptist
Approx. 1816
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Marrying so young and settling at a distance from his former home, he found
himself under the necessity of resorting to vigorous measures for supplying the
demands of his new mode of life. 
The small farm he had rented required to be stocked, a share in a fishing boat with
its necessary tackle had to be secured, his dwelling replenished with furniture and
a means of livelihood secured. 
About this time, fortunately as he thought but far from being so in reality, a
smuggling vessel appeared off the coast; the cargo was principally Holland gin. 
A trade sprang up in this contraband article, the people in the neighbourhood
received it from the smugglers and sent it to other ports where it was greedily
bought. 
Sinclair, being familiar with the waters of the coast, it was proposed to him to pilot
the vessel in which the forbidden trade between these two points was carried on.
To this he readily consented, receiving as his wages sometimes three, sometimes
more kegs of gin. In this way he made from one pound ten shillings to three
pounds each voyage. 
The voyages were made in the winter as well as in summer and on two of such he
narrowly escaped drowning. He was too laying himself open to the severe
penalties of the law and esteemed himself fortunate when being at one time
arrested and taken to Lerwick for trial on the charge of smuggling he escaped with
the fine of a guinea.

To increase his gains, he about the same time opened in his own house a shop for
retailing gin and uniting with this his practise with the violin - sometimes in dances
at his own house, sometimes at neighbouring places - he seems to have regarded
himself as a prosperous man.

Sinclair Thomson's Original House.

As yet the evils of these courses had not yet been fully brought home to him.  
There were many things to quiet his conscience eg; His standing in the 'Kirk' to
which he had been early introduced, remained unimpaired. 
The minster always met him blandly with no word of reproof for either his gin-
selling, his smuggling or his fiddle-playing' 
He even filled an office in the church, his musical skills having pointed him out as a
fit person to be precentor of the parish; the duty of that office being to conduct the
singing on all occasions of public worship. 
Very little promise was yet apparent of that which afterwards came and no-one
would have sought in the youth we have described the destined apostle of a purer
faith and a holier practice than Shetland had yet known. 
Yet this Sinclair Thomson was none the less one of our Lord's 'vessels of mercy'
and in due time the call to a higher life and a worthier mission was heard and
obeyed.

Sinclair died at Spiggie on 8th July 1864. ] (20)

The 'small plain building' erected to accommodate the growing congregation was
soon outgrown and it was therefore determined in 1816 to erect another (on the
site of the current one), on a leased site at the annual rent of 10 shillings sterling.

Prior to the 1860's all of the Baptists in Shetland were one family and all members
throughout the isles were under one constitution and detailed in one record book
and were mentored and pastored by Sinclair Thomson from Dunrossness.

(20) Smith, J. A. (1969). Sinclair Thomson, The Shetland Apostle. England:
publisher unknown.

AD 1819 METHODIST
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Methodist.

John Nicholson.

[ John Nicolson, 32, converted in London while serving with the Royal Artillery, was
29 when he came back to his native Shetland in 1819. Despite ill health, he
travelled, preached and gathered about seventy people on the West Side into five
unofficial meetings for fellowship and prayer. 
He made repeated requests to leading Methodists in London for help to minister
to his people who were 'earnest and eager to be instructed in those things that
make for their everlasting peace'. 
JOHN NICOLSON MEMORIAL STONE

Written on Memorial

(In Memory of John Nicolson, Late of H.M. Royal Artillery, who was born at
Queenseter Aithsting, in 1792. and departed this life in the joyful assurance of
everlasting rest, at Gruting, February 1826 - aged 36 years. Having believed with
his heart unto righteousness and having testified the grace of God in England.
Failing health obliged hi to return home. There, yearning for the salvation of his
countrymen he itinerated in his native islands for a period of seven years - often in
much bodily weakness - preaching Christ crucified. He was successful in leading
many sinners to the Saviour and in edifying believers: as well as being the pioneer
of Wesleyan - Methodism which has directly and indirectly signally augmented the
Church of Christ in Zetland/ The dead in Christ shall rise first - Paul)

John Nicholson's Birthplace 

! 
Photo By Neil Fraser

In 1822 John Nicolson's plea for help came to the attention of Dr Adam Clarke,a
63yrs old genial scholarly Irishman who, in that year, was called to Wesley's chair
for the third time at the Methodist conference. 
The conference agreed to send two preachers to continue and extend Nicolson's

AD 1819 METHODIST
Approx. 1819
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The conference agreed to send two preachers to continue and extend Nicolson s
pioneering witness. 
For 10yrs Dr Clarke masterminded the mission, encouraged preachers and people,
raised funds, helped build chapels, send much practical aid for impoverished
islanders, and twice visited Shetland, in 1826 and 1828 ] (21)

 
Dr Adam Clarke

Westside. 
Bayhall Walls

As early as 1822 lower rooms in this big old house were rented for preaching and
fellowship, firstly by the independents (Congregationalists). There were weekday
and Sunday meetings and the keenest hearers soon formed a sizable Society. 
From September 1824 the whole house was rented by the Wesleyan (Methodists),
the lower rooms and stairs continued to be crowded out while the upper rooms
became the home of John Lewis and his family for two years and a base for John's
two colleagues when he was away at Sandness, Papa Stour, Aith, Gruting or
farther afield.

(21) Bowes, Harold R. (1973). The Launching of Methodism in Shetland 1822.
England: Self Published.
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Sarah Squire was fifty-two when she arrived in Shetland in 1835. 
She lived in Huntingdonshire with her husband and children and had been a
Quaker minister travelling in Britain for fifteen years. 
As well as holding public meetings she visited almshouses, workhouses and
prisons. 
She was not very strong and was thus prone to suffer indispositions during her
travels. 
She sailed from Leith on June 10th 1835 in the Norna as leader of a party
composed of two women and two men, together with eight other passengers and
two children. The passage took six days and was calm and uneventful till the last
night:  
......."the wind increased in the evening and was high in the night, about 4 o'clock
this morning it had the appearance of a storm. I was very ill in the evening.... the
smell of bilge water was so disagreeable and being very sick I got up and went on
deck and stopped on deck for about half an hour, during which time the air of the
cabin was changed by a pump which they call a sweetener. Just before I went
down a huge billow washed over me. The part of the ship where I sat was
boarded up so high that when I was standing up I could only just see over........"
They claimed to be the first party of Quakers in Shetland and stayed there 51 days
during which time she held 34 meetings including 8 in schools, 5 in Methodist
chapels, 2 in Established kirks, 3 in Laird houses, a kitchen, the entrance hall of
Laxfirth House and 2 in the open air (22) 
Although their claim was that they were the first 'party' of Quakers to minister in
Shetland, there is a story in local legend of a Quakeress named Catherine Watson
who, while engaged on a religious tour in Shetland, in 1831 "discovered" a
nobleman by the name of 'The Honourable Edwin Lindsey' being held prisoner on
Papa Stour. 
The story, with its happy ending, is told in a little booklet entitled: The Prisoner of
Papa Stour-by-John Nicolson, published by Thomas Allan and Sons 43-49 Elder
Street Edinburgh.(price ninepence) date uncertain.

(22) Flinn, Derek (1989). Travellers in a Bygone Shetland. England: Scottish
Academic Press Ltd.

 

Free Church 
The Rev. James Ingram D.D. was known in Shetland ( especially Unst ) as the
father of the Free Church, the date above the ruined church at Baliasta being
1843.

Lerwick 
Within the established "Church of Scotland" 'The Disruption of 1843'in Scotland
saw 2/5 of its Ministers, and nearly as many of its members, leaving to form the
"Free C.O.S." 
Fourteen months after the disruption the fledgling "Lerwick Free Church" was
formed. 
Writing in 1923 Thomas Manson commented that the "Free Church" in Lerwick,
ever since its formation in the 1840s, has been a living and active institution.It has
worked quietly and unostentatiously along the lines it set itself.
The "Frees" and the "United Presbyterians" eventually united in 1900 to form the
"United Free Church" and despite several unions, splits and changes of building it
remained very much part of Lerwick social fabric.

AD 1835 Quakers
1835

AD 1843 Free Church
Approx. 1843

http://institution.it/
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Roman Catholic (re-established).

Lerwick.

Dr.Stephen De Junkouscoi 
(Apostolic Prefect of Artic Regions).

"In 1860 the timid Protestants of Shetland were alarmed by the cry of "Popery"! 
Dr Stephen De Junkovskoi,Apostolic Prefect of the Arctic Regions, escorted by
two priests of inferior degree, arrived at Lerwick,and founded an outpost of the
church of Rome. 
Mission premises were soon afterwards secured, but no church built; and since
the death of their accomplished clergyman, in 1872,the few members of that
communion (chiefly Irish) have been left without a shepherd" (23) 
In 1860 Fr.Theophilus Marie Verstraeten(a Belgian Priest) celebrated the first Mass
on 30th September in a building which is presently the Shetland Times Bookshop
on commercial Street. 
The present Church building (St Margaret and the sacred heart church) was
formally opened for worship on 2nd July 1911.

(23) Book; Author: Robert Cowie; Title: Shetland Descriptive and Historical; Year of
publication: 1874

 

New Testament Assemblies (Brethren).

Itinerant.

"The first New Testament assembly was planted in Shetland in 1864 when five
born again and baptised believers sat down in a room in Mounthooly St Lerwick to
remember the Lord in the breaking of bread. 
One of their company, William Gibson Sloan, born in Delray,Ayreshire and born
again in 1861 had joined the Edinburgh Religious Tract and Book Society and was
sent to Shetland in 1863 as colporteur. 
He visited Lerwick and many other parts of Shetland calling on up to twenty
houses a day, reading the scriptures, praying with the people and preaching the
Gospel. 
He was baptised by the Baptists in Shetland but never joined the Baptist church as
he wished to be free of all denominational tags. 
For the same reason he relinquished membership of the Church of Scotland. 
Towards the end of 1863 and early in 1864 he came into contact with other
preachers who had arrived in Shetland including Colin Campbell and James
Boswell. 
As souls were being saved through the preaching of these men it was decided
that they would meet together on the first day of the week to break bread
according to the scripture pattern. They did this for the first time in a room in
Mounthooly St. Lerwick in 1864" (24)

(24) Moar, Phillip S. (2013). Precious Seed. New Testament Assemblies In Shetland.

 

Fishermens Mission 
Lerwick

The work in Shetland dates from 1891, when a Mission smack first visited the
fishing fleets operating around the islands. 
At that time hundreds of sailboats from all over Scotland and from several
European countries made Shetland their base in the summer months. Ports like
Lerwick and Baltasound were crammed full of herring drifters at the weekends.
The need for a permanent Mission presence was obvious but lack of funds
prevented a start being made till 1907 when Lerwicks first Lady Superintendent,
Miss C.B. Little, set up a Mission in a shop during the herring season. 
In 1912 there was a move to more suitable premises at the Old Tollbooth in
Lerwick. 
More of the missions story can be found in 'Da Fishermens Mission' a booklet
published for its centenary year 2007

 

Salvation Army.

AD 1860 Roman Catholic (re-established)
1860

AD 1864 New Testament Assemblies
(Brethern)
1864

AD 1891 Fishermens mission
1891

AD 1897 Salvation Army
Approx. 1897
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Salvation Army |Band 1937

 
New Building 1966

 
Salvation Army today

Lerwick. Photo by Dennis Coutts

The inhabitants of this little town Lerwick, the other week, were startled by
placards, etc announcing the arrival of The Salvation Army, who were going to
open fire on Sunday. 
Sunday came, the morning being bleak and stormy; seventeen however ventured
out to see us, which speaks well of a people on such a morning. Our open-air was
announced to be at the Cross of the town, where the fire and shot were to be fired
off. The people kept at a safe distance from us on our coming up. No doubt their
expectation regarding us had become blasted on seeing, in all,THREE OF US. 
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Other Branches of The Shetland Christian Family

We commenced fire by singing 'Hark the Gospel news is sounding'. 
With warning shots we besieged their hearts by the power of God, believing our
first mark will be seen again on the Judgment day. We proceeded again to our
hall, giving the invitation that all might come. Throughout the day the meetings
were very well attended, the hall being packed afternoon and night. By the
impression seen on the faces of our hearers we are led to believe that The Army
here has better times in store. 
Ref: Lieut. James McDonald for Staff Captain Johnston,  
The War Cry 26th August 1885 
The current Salvation Army building was opened in 1966.

 

Assemblies of God.

Lerwick. 
The Assemblies of God first came to Shetland in 1958. 
A.O.G. came into being in 1925 when across the country small groups of
Pentecostal believers formed themselves into a denomination of independent
churches. 
A.O.G. in Shetland first had a permanent place of worship in what is now the shop
next door to the Golden Coach Chinese Restaurant (at the Commercial Road end
of Harbour Street)
It was then at Bank Lane from 1984-2012 
Now meets as 'New Life' in the Sandveien Neighbourhood centre. 
In Yell the Sellafirth Church Hall, which stood between the Sellafirth Kirk and the
Manse was used for A.O.G. meetings by Magnie Doull in the 1960's, this building is
now demolished. 
Magnie also had a meeting place in Gardie, Mid-Yell, this also has now been
demolished.

AD 1958 Assemblies of God
1958

 

'FISHERMENS MISSION NIGHTCAP' 
Established: approx. 1930's 
Mission statement: To meet for a time of fellowship and worship and to pray for the
fishing fleet which would set sail after midnight on Sunday (no Sunday fishing). 
The meeting is timed in order not to clash with other Church services, and is non-
denominational. 
Meeting times: usually the third Sunday of the month from Sept.-April 
Where: At present the venue varies from month to month 
Contact: Supt. Aubrey Jamieson Tel. 692703 
Email lerwickcentre@fishersmission.org.uk

Fishermens Mission Nightcap
Approx. 1930

mailto:lerwickcentre@fishersmission.org.uk
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'CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP

Established: Early 1950's 
Mission statement: Originated in the heart of God for he saw the need of a place in
Shetland where people could obtain good Christian literature. 
He then inspired the heart of one of his servants from the Metropolitan Mission
Glasgow to go north and deliver such Christian literature, door to door in Shetland. 
The chain of events which followed resulted in the Market St property being
donated for mission use, and from firstly being temporary accommodation for
mission workers from Glasgow and a bookstore, it later evolved to being a
Christian literature shop open to the public in the early 1950's. 
Opening times: Mon-Sat 9am-5pm closed for lunch 12.30-1.30pm 
Contact: Tel 01595694816 
www.ttcb.org.uk last accessed 30/08/2015

 

'THE INTER-CHURCH FELLOWSHIP' 
Established: 1975, wound up 2009 
Mission Statement: To provide an opportunity for Christians of all denominations to
meet informally for fellowship and to consider topics of common interest. 
Contact: was Elizabeth McNab Tel: 01595809441

Christian Book Shop
Approx. 1950

Inter Church Fellowship
Approx. 1975

http://www.ttcb.org.uk/
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'GIDEONS'

Established: 1977 
Local Mission statement: That our Heavenly Father would open the doors of
opportunity, enabling us to place copies of the 'Gidions Bible' (New Testament and
Psalms) in all public places in Shetland. 
International Mission Statement: The Gideon International exists to win men,
women and young people for The Lord Jesus Christ. It is an association of
Christian business and professional men and their wives who distribute Bibles and
Testaments-God's Holy Word- in the main streams of life. 
Psalm119 verse 105 is often quoted. "Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for
my path" 
www.gideons.org.uk last accessed 19/09/2015 
The Gideon International Shetland Branch was formed in 1977 by a group from
various churches. 
A request was made by the then Manager of the Scalloway Hotel for a top up of
the Bibles placed there years before by visiting Gideon from Orkney. This need
spurred on the birth of the branch.

Meeting times: Monthly 
Where: Branch members homes 
Contact: Eric Peterson Tel. 01595695581

 

'SHETLAND BIBLE WEEK' 
Established:1992 
Mission statement: 
A week in which we are taught, encouraged and inspired, through invited
speakers, how to apply Gods word, as found in the Bible, to our everyday lives. 
A number of Christian leaders felt a need of a Bible week to bring Christians, of all
denominations or none, together. Ray Cowie, Alan Warrell, Gordon Currie and
George Peterson met and planned the first event for early September 1992. 
In 1993 the lights went out with a power cut while Ian Barclay was preaching but
he kept on preaching in the dark in St. Columba's( the big Kirk ) and light was
restored before he finished. 
The Garrison Theatre was used for several years as a venue till the Methodist
Church was refurbished and provides adequate space for the Sunday nights when
well over 300 can attend. 
Bible week covers 5 nights commencing on the Wednesday and culminating on
the Sunday. 
A Church leaders conference is held on the Thursday morning and a breakfast on
the Saturday morning. 
The offerings uplifted each year finance all the expenses and there is usually a
surplus.  
The evening sessions are recorded and can be purchased from The Christian
Bookshop. 
When: Usually the first week in September. 
Where: Usually the Methodist Church, Lerwick. 
Contact: Rev Derek Conabeer Tel. 01595859557  
Or Eric Peterson Tel 01595695581

Gideons
Approx. 1977

Shetland Bible Week 1992
Approx. 1992

https://www.gideons.org.uk/index/news
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'PRAYER LINK'

Established: 1993 
Mission statement: Connecting Shetlands Christian family through prayer and to
pray for the furtherance of Gods Kingdom in Shetland. 
Issue times: As and when material is available, roughly quarterly
Where: In 2014 sent out to 360 people in Shetland and 100 overseas. 
Contact: Andrew Harmsworth. Tel. 01950477412 
www.shetlandprayerlink.org 
Last accessed 1 /09 /2015

 

The ‘Mission Statement’ of the Youth Camp is, ( Our aim is to teach the kids the
simple truths of the Bible and to provide them with an enjoyable holiday).

http://www.shetlandcamp.org/images/about_us_1.jpg

http://www.shetlandcamp.org/images/about_us_5.jpg

The first Shetland Youth Camp was held in the Tingwall Hall in the July of 1994
with 36 bairns in attendance. 
In 1995 they needed both the Tingwall Hall and the School next door to
accommodate the 54 bairns who wanted to attend. From then till 1998 the camp
was held in Sandwick with numbers ever increasing, then to around 100. 
In 1999 the opportunity arose to purchase the premises at Sumburgh which is now
the Youth Camps permanent home. 
Numbers have continued to rise and this year (2015) the Camp was spread over
three weeks catering for a different age group for each of the weeks. All places
were filled, a total of 240 bairns.

Contact: Alistair MacPherson Tel: 01806522482 
wwwshetlandcamp.org last accessed 18/08/2015

 

'EVERY SHETLAND HOME FOR JESUS' 
Established; approx. 1998 
Mission statement: For every electoral ward to have at least one dedicated
Christian praying for that ward. 
Contact: John Leslie. Tel 01595692662

 

'HEALING ROOMS' 
Established: approx. 2004 
Mission statement: We are part of a worldwide network. 
The aim of this ministry is to heal the sick and set free the oppressed as a
demonstration of the 'Good News of Gods Kingdom'. 
We also aim to train believers in this ministry and to encourage churches to
developed this ministry in their congregations and in their areas' 
This is in line with Jesus own ministry and commands as found in (Matthew 4:23-
24, Luke4:18-19, 9:1-2) 
More info @ www.healingrooms-scotland.org 
Meeting times: 4-6pm Mondays 
Where: Sandveien Neighbourhood Centre, Lerwick 
Contact: Hilde Bardell Tel 01950477466

Prayer Link
Approx. 1993

Shetland Christian Youth Camp
Approx. 1994

Every Home for Jesus
Approx. 1998

Healing Rooms
Approx. 2004

http://www.shetlandprayerlink.org/
http://www.shetlandcamp.org/images/about_us_1.jpg
http://www.shetlandcamp.org/images/about_us_5.jpg
http://www.shetlandcamp.org/
http://www.healingrooms-scotland.org/
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'SHETLAND INTERCESSORS TEAM' 
Established: approx 2005 
Mission statement: 
Meeting times: 1st Saturday every month 
Where: Sandveien Neighbourhood Centre 
Contact: Andrew Harmsworth. Tel 01950477412

 

'AULD ROCK MINISTRIES'

Established: 2008 
Mission statement: The initial concept was to outreach to disadvantaged people in
the Staneyhill area of Lerwick by providing them with hot Sunday meals in the
local hall. 
Meeting times: Dormant at present 
Contact: Peter Jamieson Tel: 01595880900  
Or Frank Miller Tel: 01595693495

 

'LIGHTHOUSES OF PRAYER'

Established: approx. 2009 (in 2014, 42 members) 
Mission statement: "Lighthouses" for all areas of Shetland to pray for
neighbours/families/households/workplaces etc. seeking for ways to bless them
and for the blessings to become witness to Gods goodness. 
Contact: Andrew Harmsworth Tel 01950477412

 

Burra Soccer School. 
Established: 2010 
The following is part of a report which appeared in "Shetland Prayer Link"
November 2015. 
"It is a pleasure to report that the 2015 Burra Soccer School which took place in
the Burra Baptist Hall and the Burra football pitch 3rd-7th August, was a
tremendous success, 85 children enjoyed a great week of football, games and fun
as well as good Gospel teaching and challenging testimony's from 14 coaches. 
The Coach team, led by Matthew Laurenson are all young eager Christians (with
an interest in football) who on a voluntary basis give up a week of their holidays to
do their Lord's work and are blessed by it. 
Through the combination of football and the Gospel children are really engaged
and challenged to follow Christ. 
This week is now looked forward to on an annual basis, by children from families
all over Shetland. It provides good role models, Christian teaching and fellowship
to all".

Contact: Elizabeth Laurenson Tel: 01595 859419

 

'MENS GADDERIE'

Established: 2010 
Mission statement: This meeting was started out of a suggestion to continue, back
home in Shetland , the bond of Christian fellowship formed within a party of men
who travelled to the Mandate Christian Convention in Northern Ireland, and to
invite and encourage others to share with them. 
Meeting times: Usually the second Friday every month 
Where: Asta Golf Clubhouse 
Contact: John Anderson Tel. 01595880455 
Or. Andrew Harmsworth. Tel. 01950477412

Shetland Intercessors Team
Approx. 2005

Auld Rock Ministries
Approx. 2008

Lighthouses of Prayer
Approx. 2009

Burra Soccer School
2010

Mens Gadderie
Approx. 2010
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'SHETLAND MINISTERS TOGETHER'

Established: 2011. Previously the Lerwick Ministers Fraternal 
Mission statement; 
Meeting times: 1st Thursday every month 12:30pm 
Where: over lunch at the 'Lerwick Hotel' 
Contact: Aubrey Jamieson. Tel.01585696846

 

'PRAYER FOR SHETLAND' 
Established: ? 
Mission statement: 
Meeting times: 
Where: 
Contact: John Leslie. Tel 01595692662

 

'PRAYER FOR ISREAL' 
(Including prayer for the Middle East, the persecuted Church and Missions) 
Established: Re-Established Jan. 2014 
Meeting times: 2nd Monday each month, at 2pm 
Where: Lerwick Methodist Church Vestry 
Contact: Jane Puckey Tel. 01595840619

 

'SKILLS CENTRE' (now affiliated to New Life Church) 
Established: 2014 
Mission Statement: Born out of the Auld Rock Ministries Stanleyhill outreach
initiative this centre aims to provide a workshop environment where
disadvantaged people can learn and develop (with Christian love and
encouragement) skills which lift their feelings of self worth and help smooth the
path of integration into the community. 
Placements are by referral through social support agencies. 
Where: 20 St. Magnus Street Lerwick. 
Contact: Frank Miller Tel: 01595693495

Shetland Ministers Together
Approx. 2011

Prayer for Shetland
Approx. 2012

Prayer for Isreal
Approx. 2014

Skills Centre
Approx. 2014
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Places of Worship currently active by Denomination,alphabetically 'Baptist'

 

'Shetland Westside Parishes App.' 
Established: 2015

A Kirk Minister from Shetland has launched a new smartphone app. To try and
reach out to people interested in Christianity but to embarrassed to go to Church. 
The Rev. Brian Dobby, who leads the Sandsting, Aithsting, Walls and Sandness
congregations, is a former information technology professional and spent 10 hours
of his spare time developing the free android software.  
The 57-year-old, who's wife Debbie is the Minister in the neighbouring Parish, said
the Shetland Westside Parishes app. was a pilot project and he planned to
broaden its appeal to Churchgoers across the islands if it proved successful.  
Rev. Dobby said "We are reaching out to all ages of people who are isolated
across huge Parishes and to the young who would see app's as something they
would be comfortable with even though they were not prepared to come to
Church.
Rev. Dobby said the app was designed to spread the word of God in "new and
different ways. It includes a lot of basic Christian material, like what is the Bible,
how to pray-the kind of questions going through the minds of people making
those first tentative steps". Rev. Dobby added "the app also contains details of
service times and contacts". 
"Although we may not get huge numbers coming to worship, there is a lot of
support for the Church and what it does in the community, so its about
strengthening those links between the Church and the community".

Shetland Westside Parishes app
2015
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Sand Baptist Church 
Denomination: Independent 
Location: Sand (Westside) 
Built: 1853 
Notes: Built by the community on land donated by the Laird. Closed officially as a
'Baptist' Chapel in 2009

Given a new lease of life in 2013 with Maynard Love's Independent meetings. 
Service times: Sun 3:30 (1st Sun every month) 
Ministry: Maynard Love 
Contact: Maynard and Dorothy Love 
Tel. 01595880342

Sand
Approx. 1853
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Burra Baptist (Bridge End) 
Denomination: Baptist 
Location: Bridge End Burra Isle 
Built: 1904

Service times: Sun 11am 
Minister: Rev Derek Conabeer 
Contact: 01595859557 
enquiries@burrabaptist.org.uk 
Notes: In "Early Congregational Independence in Shetland" by Dr William D.
McNaughton, page 43, there's a story of a certain John Inkster, a native of Burra-
Isle who, after being baptised in Spiggie loch by Sinclair Thompson (The Shetland
Apostle) returned to Burra and commenced holding cottage meetings. As
attendance increased it was decided to build a small place of worship. Inkster's
little Church would appear to have served both Baptists and Congregationalists in
the region around 1838. His Church, built around 1820, was a little way to the front
of the present day Church, pictured above, and nearer the sea.

Burra Bridge-End
Approx. 1904

mailto:enquiries@burrabaptist.org.uk
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Dunrossness Baptist Church 
Denomination: Baptist 
Location: Quendale Dunrossness 
Built: 1912

Service times: Sun 11am. Sun 6pm 
Weekly diary: Sun 4pm POD 
Wed 7:30pm Bible study 
Communion: Sundays following morning worship 
Minister: Rev Ian Thomson (Retired 2016) 
Contact: Betty Burgess 
Tel: 01950460555 
dunrossnessbaptist.org.uk last accessed 19/09/2015

 

Brae Hall Clubroom 
Denomination: Baptist

Location: Venue varies between, Brae Public Hall, Voe C.O.S and Hillswick C.O.S.
see Shetland Times Religious Notices for details. 
Established: 1960? 
Service times: Sun 11am 
Mission support: Indonesia/Mercy ships/Wycliff Bible Translators/Africa. 
Minister: Pastor Gwyn Stoyle ( Retired 2016 ) 
Contact: Eric Thomson 
Tel:01806522313

Listen to this fellowships weekly sermon recordings accessed on the following
website. 
Email www.braebaptist.org.uk last accessed 18/08/2015

Dunrossness
Approx. 1912

Brae Fellowship
Approx. 1960

http://dunrossnessbaptist.org.uk/
http://www.braebaptist.org.uk/
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Burra Baptist Church (Pink Hall) 
Denomination: Baptist 
Location: Hamnavoe Burra Isle 
Built: 1964 

Service times: Sun.11am 
 
Weekly diary: Mon 7:30pm Prayer meeting 
Wed 7:30pm Bible study 
Minister: Rev Derek Conabeer 
Contact: enquiries@burrabaptist.org.uk 
Tel: Matthew Laurenson 07979008920

Pink Hall Hamnavoe
Approx. 1964

mailto:enquiries@burrabaptist.org.uk
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Brethern:

 

Quoys Church 
Denomination: Baptist 
Location: Quoys Sound Lerwick 
Built: 2011

Service times: Sun 11am. Sun 6:15pm 
Weekly diary:  
Mon. 10am-11:30am Peerie stars toddler group 
6pm-7:15pm Compass Club 
6:15pm-8pm Monday Club 
Tues. 2:30pm Missionary Prayer,103 Gilbertson Rd. 
Wed. 7:30pm Fellowship small groups 
Thurs. 7:30pm 
Fri. 10am-11:30am Peerie Stars Toddler group 
Sat. 12noon-2pm Lunch@Quoys 
Communion: Sun's during 6:15pm service 
Minister: Rev. Peter Dale 
Contact: John Leslie 
Tel:01595692662 
Email : lbcsecretary@hotmail.com

Listen to this fellowships weekly sermons accessed on the following website. 
lerwickbaptist.org.uk last accessed 18/08/2015

Quoys Church
Approx. 2011

mailto:lbcsecretary@hotmail.com
http://lerwickbaptist.org.uk/www.lerwickbaptist.org.uk
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Ebenezer Hall 
Denomination: Brethren 
Location: Navy Lane Lerwick 
Built: 1885 

 

 
Service times: Sun 10:30am 
Sun. Evening service 6.30pm 
Mon. Prayer meeting 7.00pm 
Communion: Every Sunday at the morning service 
Contact: Edwin Moar, Tel:01595880352 
Or Maurice Anderson, Tel: 01595692054

Ebenezer Hall
Approx. 1885
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Sellivoe Gospel Hall 
Location: Sellivoe Nr.Gruting 
 
Built: Around 1910 
In the 1890's two men by the names Campbell and Sloan, members of the then
seasonal incomer fishing community of Sellivoe, began holding Gospel meetings
in a fishing Bod down by the shore. Then around 1910 it was these two men who
inspired the building of the original Sellivoe Gospel Hall, it was enlarged and
refurbished around 1930.

Service times: Every Sunday. 10.30am Breaking of Bread/12.00pm Sunday
School/6.00pm Gospel Meeting 
Weekly Diary: Wed's 7.30pm Prayer and Fellowship meeting 
Contact: Bertie Moar Tel: 01595809242 
Or Willie & Evelyn Mail Tel: 01595809249

Sellivoe Gospel Hall
Approx. 1910
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Scalloway Gospel Hall 
Denomination: Brethren 
Location: Ministers close Scalloway 
Built: Was a bakery in 1931, a carpenter shed around 1950, then in 1952-3 Magnus
Sinclair, along with other Christian Brethren who had been meeting in his house
the previous two years, converted the building into a meeting house, meetings
commencing in 1954

Service times: Sun 10.30am Breaking Bread, 2.00pm Sunday School, 6.30pm
Gospel Meeting. 
Saturday: 7.30pm Prayer Meeting 
Contact: Jeemie and Janet Sinclair
Tel: 01595880692

 

Gospel Hall Brae 
Denomination: Brethren 
Location: Across the road from Brae Garage 
Built: 1970's

Service times/communion: Sun 10am Sun 6pm 
Contact: Jim and Freda Johnson 
Tel: 01806522396

Scalloway Gospel Hall
Approx. 1950

Brae Gospel Hall
Approx. 1975
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Church of Scotland: (C.O.S.)

 

Sound Gospel Hall

Denomination: Brethren 
Location: Oversund Road Lerwick 
Built: 1987 
Service times/communion: Sun 10:30am Sun 8pm 
Wed 6:15pm Childrens club  
Thur 7:30 Prayer & Ministry  
Sun 12:15pm Sunday School 
Contact: Phillip Moar 
Tel:01595695985

Sound Gospel Hall
Approx. 1987
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Location: Hillswick Northmavine Kirk 
Built: 1733, The galleried interior was rebuilt c.1825 to hold 600

Service times: Sun 12noon (fortnightly) 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: 
 
Tel:  
Email

Hillswick
Approx. 1733
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Location: Lunna 
Built: 1753, parts of this Kirk probably date back at least in part to the 1100's and is
by far the oldest building in use for Christian worship in Shetland. 
Lunna Kirk, St Margaret's Church, is known as "The ancient kirk of Lunna". It's the
oldest church in Shetland that is still in regular use. 
The present church was built by the fourth Hunter of Lunna in 1753, but it
incorporates parts of an earlier building that goes back to pre-Reformation days. It
was the Hunter family mausoleum which exsisted on the site before the church
was built. Two 17th. century graveslabs from the mausoleum are nowadays
incorporated into the walls of the porch.

The Kirk measures 34 x 17 foot, internal dimensions, with walls up to 3 foot thick,
and with buttresses on the east side. Most of the construction is massive volcanic
whinstone blocks from nearby, with a few sandstone details.

Before there was a road to Lunna Kirk, many of the congregation would travel
there by boat. On the rocks below the Kirk, a ring remains where the boats would
be tied up.

Although there was no church in use in Lunna at the time when the present
building was errected we can find some relics of much older religious buildings
close to the site. The best known feature is the remains of a small rectangular
chapel with an enclosure dating back to the 12th century. They are just on top of
Chapel Knowe, a large irregular mound probably of prehistoric origin only a few
yards to the northwest of Lunna Kirk. This picture was taken from the top of
Chapel Knowe which is nicely integrated into the whole landscape around Lunna
House by the imposing gateway.

A few steps straight to the south of Chapel Knowe and straight to the west of
Lunna Kirk--now hidden under thick layers of moss and grass and therefore barely
visible--there are some irregular features which are addressed as site of a former
monastery in old Ordnance Survey maps and monument records. Neither site has
been properly excavated and no records do exist as to when the 'monastery'
and/or the chapel went out of use.  
Ref: Shetlopedia.

Service times:  
Minister: Rev Irene Charlton 
Contact: Rev Irene  
Tel: 01806566767 
Email irene.charlton@virgin.net

Lunna
Approx. 1753

mailto:irene.charlton@virgin.net
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Location: Tresta Fetlar

Built: 1790, recast in 1860.  
Notes: The kirk was built in 1790. It is a plain grey harled box with a bellcote at the
top of the east gable and a small annex on the west end. It replaced an earlier
church - possibly a series of earlier churches dating back to Viking times - and a
old memorial stone with an unclear date is built into the south wall of the annex.
The nearby manse dates back to 1756. 
Sometimes referred to as the 'Established' or West Kirk  
Service times: Services advertised locally 
Minister: Rev David Cooper (Minister of the Methodist Church).  
Contact: Rev David Cooper (retired 2016) 
Tel: 01957744258 
Email reveranddavidcooper@googlemail.com

Fetlar
Approx. 1790

mailto:reveranddavidcooper@googlemail.com
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C.O.S. 
Location: Tingwall 
Built: 1790 
Notes: Sir Walter Scott visited this Church in July 1814, a plaque commemorating
the visit is inside the Church. 
The following link gives access to the story of the Turnbull Tragedies of 1836 
shetlandtimes.co.uk/2009/11/08/history-the-turnbull-tragedies last accessed
19/09/2015 
This story can also be read in ' The Story of the Tingwall Kirk' by G.M. Nelson 1965

Service times: Sun 12noon (winter months) 
Sun 9:15 (summer months), alternate Sundays with Weisdale(10am) 
Communion: Quarterly.  
Mission support: Colin Johnson (mission partner) in Israel (TIBERIUS). 
World Mission Committee (very active). 
Minister: Vacant 
 
Contact: Brenda Scollay Tel: 01595840339 
Thelma Robertson Tel: 01595840383 
Laureen Slater Tel: 01595840338

Tingwall
Approx. 1790

http://www.shetlandtimes.co.uk/2009/11/08/history-the-turnbull-tragedies
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C.O.S. 
Location: Dunrossness 
Built: 1791 

Service times: Sun 11:15am 
Minister: Rev Charles Greig ( Retired 2016 ) 
Contact:  
Tel:  
Email

Dunrossness
Approx. 1791
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Location: Neap Nesting 
Built: 1792

Service times: 
Ministry: Rev Irene Charlton 
Contact: Rev Irene  
Tel: 01806566757 
Email irene.charlton@virgin.net

Nesting
Approx. 1792

mailto:irene.charlton@virgin.net
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Location: Sandwick
Built: 1807 Sandwick Kirk was built in 1807, the bellfry was added in 1897. 
The kirkyard has an enclosing containing memorials to the Bruces of Sandlodge 
A world War II Memorial is erected at one of the walls of the kirk. 
"A Topographical Dictionary of Scotland" by Samuel Lewis, (1846), says about the
Kirk : "The church, erected by the heritors in 1807, at a cost of £700, is a neat
substantial structure situated on a level green at the head of Sandwick bay, and
contains nearly 600 sittings." .

Service times: Sun 10:15am 
Minister: Rev Charles Greg ( Retired 2016 ) 
Contact:  
Tel:  
Email

 

Location: Bressay

Built: 1812 to replace an earlier kirk of 1722 which in turn replaced Bressay's three
ancient chapels. 
Service times: Sun 6.15pm May-Oct, 2.45pm Nov- Apr 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: The Manse, St Olaf St. Lerwick 
Tel: 01595692125

Sandwick
Approx. 1807

Bressay
Approx. 1812



65

 

St John's, Baltasound,

Built 1825-27 ( out of the stones of, and at 90degrees to the original Kirk, " a vast
Georgian box, which has said to have seated 2000 " the outline of which is
retained in a walled garden), rebuilt 19 
Service times: Services advertised locally 
Minister: Rev David Cooper (Minister of the Methodist Church).  
Contact: Rev David Cooper (retired 2016) 
Tel: 01957744258 
Email reveranddavidcooper@googlemail.com

Baltasound Unst
Approx. 1825

mailto:reveranddavidcooper@googlemail.com
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Location: St Columba's Church, 1 Greenfield Place Lerwick.  
Readers might be interested to see this picture of Lerwick Parish Church as it was
visualised towards the end of the 19th century with the addition of a tower and
belfry which never materialised. 
It was published in the "Shetland News" of 13th December, 1890, with the following
below it.

" This sketch shows the church with a proposed tower. The improvement scheme
embraces improvements of considerable magnitude, including more efficient
accommodation for the pulpit and choir; the enlargement of the organ; additional
sittings; an improved system for ventilation; a new vestry and session house; and a
tower in keeping with the edifice. The idea of the tower is not by any means new.
Provision was made for one when the building was erected, but circumstances did
not then admit of its erection. The absence of suitable accommodation for the
choir has long been a considerable inconvenience. 
The Apse which it is proposed to erect will entirely remedy this. The estimated
cost of the whole work exceeds £1200. 
Considerable interest has been evinced in the scheme, a large number of
influential ladies and gentlemen (many of them not connected with the Church)
having expressed sympathy with it have promised support". 

 
Orginal Design for the Building

Built: 1828 
Service times: Sun 11:15am 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: The Manse, St Olaf St. Lerwick 
Tel: 01595692125 
shetland-communities.org.uk last accessed 19/09/2015

St. Columba's Lerwick
Approx. 1828

http://www.shetland-communities.org.uk/subsites/lbpc/
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Service times: See local advertising 
Minister: Rev. David Cooper (retired 2016) 
Contact: 
Notes:

 

Location: Yell 
St John's Mid Yell 
(Closing down service held 5-2-2017, at 3pm, lead jointly by Rev. David Cooper
and Rev. Magnie Williamson)

Built 1832 
Service times: 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact:

Yell (St. Olaf's Cullivoe)
Approx. 1830

Mid-Yell
Approx. 1832
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St Magnus, Hamnavoe, Yell, Built 1838 
Service times: Services advertised locally 
Minister: Rev David Cooper (Minister of the Methodist Church). 
Retired 2016  
Contact: Mr and Mrs Joan Thomson  
Tel:01957722201 
Email reveranddavidcooper@googlemail.com

 

Location: Scalloway 
Built: 1841

Service times: 10:45am 
Communion: Four times a year 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: Larry Sutherland 
Tel:01595880272

Hamnavoe Yell
Approx. 1838

Scalloway
Approx. 1841

mailto:reveranddavidcooper@googlemail.com
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Location: Unst 
Uyeasound Kirk, 
Built 1843 (Originally a 'Free Kirk' the same style but smaller than the now ruined
one at Hillside Unst). 
A report in The Shetland Times ( Friday 9th March 2018 ) states, "The Uyeasound
Kirk is set to close-although the Church will still be used for Weddings and
Funerals until it's sold".

Service times: 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact:

 

Location:Brae 
Built: 1846 as a " Free" Church of Scotland, and then around 1929 came together
with the Church of Scotland.

Service times: Sun 10am 
Minister: Rev Bob MacGregor ( Sadly Rev. Bob died Oct 2016 ) 
Contact: 
 
Tel: 
Email.

Uyeasound Unst
Approx. 1843

Brae
Approx. 1846
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Location: Quarff

Built: 1850, as a 'Free' mission hall. Used during the 1900's in wintertime by C.O.S.
when getting to the, now closed, parish church was difficult. 
Service times: Weekly Sun. 11.30am 
Minister: Rev. Charles Greg ( Retired 2016 ) 
Contact:

 

Location: Weisdale 
Built: 1863 ( as a 'Free' Church )

Service times: 10am alternate Sundays with Tingwall (12pm).  
Communion: Four times a year.  
Minister: Vacant 
Contact:

Quarff
Approx. 1850

Weisdale
Approx. 1863
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Location: Bridge-End Burra 
Built: 1865

Service times: Sun 12:30pm Alternate Sundays with Meal Burra (6pm) 
Communion: Four times a year 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact:

Bridge-End Burra-Isle
Approx. 1865
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Location: Ollaberry 
Built: 1865, first service held on Sun. 21st Apr. 1867. 
It was built on the ruins of a Roman Catholic kirk which had been in a ruinous
condition since 1761.

 

 

Service times: Sun 2pm (fortnightly) 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: 
Tel:  
Email

Ollaberry
Approx. 1865
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C.O.S. (formerly a Congregational church)  
Location: Sullom 
Built: 1865

Service times: Sun 12pm or 2pm. (fortnightly) 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact:  
Tel:  
Email

 

C.O.S. St. Paul's. 
Location: Walls. (Westside) 
Built: 1867

Service times: 11:15am (fortnightly) 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: Doug Forrest 
Tel: 01595809746

 

Location: Kirk-Ness Whalsay 
Built: Remodelled in 1867. The Kirk is on the site of an earlier church (1733) 

 

Sullom
Approx. 1865

Walls
Approx. 1867

Whalsay
Approx. 1867
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Service times: 
Minister: Rev Irene Charlton 
Contact: Rev Irene  
Tel: 01806566767 
Email irene.charlton@virgin.net 
The following is a translation, from the Latin, of a historical document relating to
the 'Vicarage of Nesting and Quhilsay' (Whalsay) dated A.D.1567 
"Adam, by the Divine mercy, bishop of Orkney and Zetland, to the Archdean of our
church of Zetland, or any other vicar of the same, wheresoever constituted within
our diocese of Zetland, within divine benediction: Whereas the vicarage of Nesting
and Quhilsay in Zetland, situated within our church of Zetland, now vacant by the
death or deceased of sometime Sir George Strang, last vicar and possessor of the
same, belonging to our presentation in full right, we have provided and conferred,
as by the tenor of these presents we do confer, to a discreet man, Alexander
Kyncaid, conjunctly and severally, procurator, and in name of Alexander Spittell,
son of Alexander Spittell of Blairlogy, absent as present, by placing our ring on the
finger of the said Alexander Kyncaid, fully committing the cure, government, and
administration of the same to the said Alexander: To you, therefore, and each of
you, we give in charge, straightly enjoining you in virtue of holy obedience, and
under the penalties prescribed by the laws, that ye forthwith induct and invest the
said Alexander Spittell, or for him his lawful procurator, into the real, actual, and
corporal possession of the said vicarage of Nesting and Quhilsay respectively now
vacant, according to the custom; firmly restraining gainsayers or rebels if, haply,
there be any such, by the ordinary authority. In faith and testimony of which, all
and sundry the premises, we have commanded and caused these our present
letters of collation, or this present public instrument, written by a notary public, to
be confirmed by the hanging to of our seal: Given under our subscription manual,
at Edinburgh, the 20th day of May, in the year of the Lord A Thousand Five
Hundred Sixty- Seven, and of our inauguration the ninth year" 
Adam, 
Bishop of Orkney and Zetland 
Ref: Goudie, Gilbert 'Antiquities of Shetland' page 147. Publisher: William
Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh and London, 1904

mailto:irene.charlton@virgin.net
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Location: Voe 
Built: 1868 re-built 1950's

 

 

Service times: 
Minister: Vacant  
Contact:  
Tel:  
Email

Voe Church of Scotland
Approx. 1868
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Location: North Roe

Built: 1870 
On arrival in North Roe you find a crofting township that was well established
complete with a church in the late 1500s. It is a widely dispersed settlement
around east-facing Burra Voe. It is home to a shop, school and two churches,
including the Church of Scotland built in 1870 
http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/Shetland last accessed 18/08/2015

Service times: Sun 12noon (fortnightly) 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: 
 
Tel:  
Email

North Roe
Approx. 1870

http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/Shetland
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Location: Sand (Westside) 
Built: As a Manse in the late 1800's (possibly 1860's) 
In 1913 it was converted to a church hall. Services during the 1940's alternated
between here for the winter months and Semblister for the summer months. 
The pews in this church came from the Old Semblister church.

Service times: Occasional specials only 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: Patricia Alderson 
Tel: 01595860257

Sand
Approx. 1870



79

 

Location: Sandness (Westside) 
Built: The land to build this Church on was assigned to the Church and the deeds
were signed and witnessed at Melby House on 29th March 1872

Service times: 11:15am (fortnightly) 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: Betty & Gifford Williamson 
Tel: 01595870252 
Diane Chadwick 
Tel:01595870205

Sandness
Approx. 1872



80

 

Location: Ayres of Ham, Foula

Built: Around the end of the 19th century (formerly a congregational chapel) 
Service times: 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: 
Notes: The money for building this former Congregational Chapel was given in
memory of an ardent Congregationalist, Dr William Baxter, (hence its more familiar
name 'The Baxter Chapel'), by his two sisters. 
The Haldane movement led to the Congregational Church in Foula being founded
in 1817, preachers by the name of Kerr and Alexander visited the isle, and among
the islanders impressed by their work was Laurence Christie who became their
first Congregational Minister. Their original meeting place is not recorded, but is
thought to have been a building that had previously been a dwelling house and
then a school. As the Congregation grew a small chapel was built on the Ayres of
Ham, which in turn, when it also became too small was replaced by the current
chapel. Despite having a significant following during the 19th century, the
Congregational Church had withdrawn from the isle by the first quarter of the 20th
century. 
www.geograph.org.uk/photo/3558535 last accessed 18/08/2015

Foula
Approx. 1885

http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/3558535
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Location: Fair-Isle 

 

 

 
Built: 1892 The wall surrounding the churchyard has built into it part of the wall of a
pre-existing church. 
Service times: Sun 11am. (Venue alternates between Fair Isle C.O.S and Fair Isle
Methodist Chapel).  
Minister: Rev Charles Greg ( Retired 2016 ) 
Contact: Rev John Best 
Tel: 01595760209 
Email

Fair-Isle
Approx. 1892
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Location: Sherries

Built: 1896

http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/ last accessed 18/08/2015

http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/outskerries/church/images/interior.jpg

last accessed 18/08/2015

Skerries Kirk prior to the Renovations in 1960

Service times: 
Minister: Rev Irene Charlton 
Contact: Rev Irene  
Tel: 01806566767 
Email irene.charlton@virgin.net

Skerries
Approx. 1896

http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/
http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/outskerries/church/images/interior.jpg
mailto:irene.charlton@virgin.net
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Location: Gulberwick 
Built: 1898.

Service times: Sun 10am 
Communion: Twice yearly, May & November 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: The Manse, St Olaf St. Lerwick 
Tel: 01595692125

Gulberwick
Approx. 1898
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Location: Bigton 
Built: 1905

Service times: Sun 10am 
Minister: Rev Charles Greg ( Retired 2016 ) 
Contact:  
Tel:  
Email

Bigton
Approx. 1905
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C.O.S. 
Location: Meal Burra. 
Built: 1907 / closed 5th Oct 2014

Service times: Sun 6pm Alternate Sundays with Bridge-End Burra (12:30pm). 
Communion: Four times a year. 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact:

 

Location: Cunningsburgh 
Built: 1910 

 

 
Service times: Sun 7pm 
Minister: Rev Charles Greg ( Retired 2016 ) 
Contact:  
Tel: 
Email

Mael Burra-Isle
Approx. 1907

Cunningsburgh
Approx. 1910
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Congregational:

 

C.O.S. Location: Aith (Westside) 
Built: 1912 

 

 
Service times: Sun 9:45am 
Minister: Vacant 
Contact: Ray and Betty Ferrie 
Tel: 01595810265

Aith
Approx. 1912
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Lerwick Congregational Church  
Denomination: Congregational  
Location: Claremont Place Lerwick  
Built: 1820 

 

 
Service times: Sun 10:45AM 
Communion 1st Sun. Every month  
Minister: Vacant  
Contact: Wilma Manning  
Tel. 01595696023 
Mob. 07747605207 
Email: wilmamanning1@btinternet.com

Lerwick Congregational Church
Approx. 1820

mailto:wilmamanning1@btinternet.com
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Episcopalian:

 

Reawick Congregational Church  
Denomination: Congregational  
Location: Reawick  
Built: 1863 

! 

 
Service times: Sun 3pm fortnightly 
 
Communion: Occasionally  
Minister: Rev Alan Catterall  
Contact: Isla Johnson  
Tel: 01595860281

Reawick Church
Approx. 1863
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St Magnus Church  
Denomination: Episcopalian  
Location: Greenfield Place Lerwick  
Built: 1864 

 

 
Service times: Sun 10:45am Sung Eucharist  
Sun 6:30pm Evening Prayer  
Weekly diary: Wed 7:30am Morning Prayers  
Thurs 9pm Night Prayer  
Communion: Sun 10:45am 
 
Minister: Rev Neil Brice  
Contact: Rev Neil Brice Tel.01595693862 
stmagnus.org.uk last accessed 19/09/2015

St. Magnus Church
Approx. 1864

http://www.stmagnus.org.uk/
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St Colmans Episcopal Church  
Denomination: Episcopalian  
Location: Burravoe Yell  
Built: 1900 The formal consecration of St Colmans was led by the then Lord Bishop
of Aberdeen Orkney and Shetland on the 26th of July 1900 
Service times: Eucharist 2:45 on two Sun’s each month  
Communion: As above  
Minister with responsibility: Rev Neil Brice Contact: Rev Neil Brice Tel:
01595693862

St. Colmans Church
Approx. 1900
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Independent Fellowships:

 

Soli (Society of our Lady of the isles) Denomination: Episcopalian 
Now closed and up for sale.

Location: Aithsness Fetlar  
Established: 1984  
Service times: Sun 10am Sunday Mass  
Minister with responsibility: Bishop of Aberdeen, Orkney and Shetland  
Contact: Fr. Gerald Stranraer-Mull Tel. 01463870986

SOLI
Approx. 1984

 

Location: Grantfield Lerwick

Established: 1897 (in Lerwick) 
Service times: Sun 6.00pm 
Weekly diary: Thurs's (usually) 7:30 midweek fellowship 
Mission support: Salvation Army is practically active in communities worldwide 
Ministry: Officer in charge, Rachel Baker 
Contact:Tel:01595693094

Salvation Army
Approx. 1897
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West Burrafirth Chapel (non-denominational)

Location: Modesty West Burrafirth 
Built: Pre-1898, Brought back from the brink of ruin in the 1990.s 

 
Service times: Occasional special services only 
Mission support: 
Contact: Eric and Claire Farquhar Tel. 01595809433 
Notes: Shetland Archives holds an "Extract Registered" of a Feud Contract
between The Trustees of the late Andrew John Grierson of Quendale, and
Laurence Laurenson and John Irvine as trustees of the West Burrafirth Chapel ,
dated 1898

 

Myrtle Hall

Established: 1923 
Denomination: Churches of God 
Location: Bank Lane, Lerwick 
 
Service times: Sun. 11am followed at 12.15pm by a time of Bible study and prayer. 
Weekly diary: Winter months: a 6.30 bairns meeting on Tuesdays 
Last Sunday every month there's a baking session at 5pm followed by a service
and then a time of fellowship afterwards to enjoy the new bakes and friendship in
Christ.  
Mission support: Worldwide  
Contact: Angus Nicol. Tel. 01595840272

West Burrafirth Chapel
Approx. 1898

Myrtle Hall
Approx. 1923
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Garthspool Evangelical Church  
Denomination: Independent  
Location: Garthspool Lerwick  
Built; 1932 

 
Service times: Sun 8pm  
Weekly diary: Sat 7pm Prayer meeting Communion: Sun’s 11am as circumstances
permit 
Mission support: Many connections worldwide, practical support as available,
prayer support unreserved 
 
Contact: Margaret Fraser  
Tel: 01595693103

 

Quakers (Religious Society of Friends).  
Established: 1980 When Andrew and Jill Blackadder came to Shetland 
Meeting times: 2nd Sunday every month, in the Salvation Army building North
Road Lerwick and the last Sunday every month informally in individual houses. 
Mission support: Regular donations individually split between Quaker causes and
central funds. There's also support for 'Fair Trade' and they have regular
fundraising outreach events. 
Contact: Jill-Slee Blackadder, Trola, East Voe, Scalloway 
Tel: 01595880308

We are very grateful to Jill for responding with a minor spelling amendment and
the following information. 
"As we have as yet, no meeting house of our own, we used Freefield Centre for
over thirty years, meeting in members homes once a month. Now we meet in the
Salvation Army building. However, occasionally we are invited to use other places
of worship, including the Tresta Kirk, Lunna Kirk and once , to celebrate our twenty
fifth anniversary of existence in Shetland, we met worshipped and ate in the tiny
Church at Gillaburn, in Stromfirth. We took piles of cleaning materials and cleaned
the Kirk. We held our silent worship and then enjoyed a memorable feast! So,
strictly speaking, there has been at least one Christian service in this building
more recently than your notes would suggest!"

 

Struthers Memorial Church  
Denomination: Pentecostal  
Location: Community House,Sandside, Mossbank 
Established: approx. 1997 
Service times: Sun 11am 
 
Ministry: Edna Barclay  
Contact: Jim/Ena Barclay Tel:01806242357 
Note: This fellowship no longer meets as Struthers Memorial Fellowship. They now
meet in the re-opened Mossbank Church as 'Mossbank Evangelical Church
Fellowship'.

Garthspool Church
Approx. 1932

Quakers
1980

Struthers Memorial Fellowship
1997
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‘Church from The Valley' 
Denomination: Non-Denominational 
Location: Now meeting in Trondra Hall 

 

 

 
Service times: 1st Sun. Every month 8pm.(October- March inc. 3pm) 
Weekly Diary: Thurs’s 7pm ‘Friends in the Valley’ prayer and bible discussion 
Mission Support: Sponsored child through World Vision. Other charities at 6 month
intervals. 
(Our offerings cover our expenses, ie. the hire of the Trondra Hall, our Shetland
Times advert and our World Vision support for our sponsored child in Myanmar,
Burma. The remainder is donated to local charities at 6 monthly intervals and we
start again with a zero bank balance. To date, March 2016 we have donated
approx. £4000). 
Minister: Rev. Alan Catterall  
Contact: Alan and Janet Catterall Tel.01595880224 
Email acatterall@btopenworld.com 
Email office@churchinthevalley.org.uk 
www.churchinthevalley.org.uk last accessed 18/08/2015

Church from the Valley
Approx. 2005

mailto:acatterall@btopenworld.com
mailto:office@churchinthevalley.org.uk
http://www.churchinthevalley.org.uk/
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St. Sunniva Skete (Orthodox Christian) now closed and up for sale. 
Location: Fetlar 

 

Skete = A small monastic settlement and originates from 4th century monastic life
in the Scetis desert, Egypt. 
St. Sunniva Skete is currently the only Orthodox Chapel in Shetland. 
Location: In the process of moving from Fetlar to Unst. 
Founded: Approx. 2008 
Ministry responsibility: Mother Mary 
Contact: Mother Mary Tel. 07879863712

 

Hjatland Christian Fellowship

Denomination : Independent 
Location: Bank Lane Lerwick 
Established 2012 
Service times: Sun 11am 
Contact: Sam Leckie, Tel: 01595840291 
Or Gordon Munro Tel: 07849271863 
https://www.facebook.com/hjaltlandchristianfellowship/timeline last accessed
18/08/2015

St. Sunniva Skete
Approx. 2008

Hjatland Christian Fellowship
Approx. 2012

http://www.facebook.com/hjatlandchristianfellowship/timeline
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New Life 
Denomination: Assemblies of God 
Location: Sandveien Neighbourhood Centre Lerwick 
Established: 2012 

 

 
Service times: Sun 11am 
Weekly diary: Tues 1:30-3pm Peerie Jewels 
Wed: 7.30pm Prayer 
 
Fri 7pm challenging lifestyles 
Communion: Sun during 11am service 
Mission support: Kyrgyzstan/Zambia/Mozambique 
Minister: Pastor John Rollo, (from July 2017) 
Contact: Bertie&Rhona Nicolson 01595880150 
 
Sabina Holt-Brook 01595873238

 

House of Hope

Established: approx. 2013 (now ceased. their last service was in March 2015) 
Denomination: Independent  
Location: 9 Mounthouly St. Lerwick  
Service times: Sun 3:30pm (Psalms only) 
Weekly diary: Tues:30pm Bible study 
 
Ministry: Andrew Shearer Tel: 01950431490 
Contact: www.churchcloud.com/house-of-hope last accessed 18/08/2015

New Life
Approx. 2012

House of Hope
Approx. 2013

http://www.churchcloud.com/house-of-hope
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Methodist:

 

Cedar Centre. 
Non-Denominational 
Established: 2017 
Location: 20a St. Magnus ST. Keswick 
(Next to Clan) 
Service times: Wednesday night Prayer Meetings 7-9pm 
Share Praise and Worship, Prayer and Intercession, Communion and Ministry. 
Contact:

Cedar Centre
2017

 

Location: Hillhead Lerwick 
Built: 1819 

 

 
Service Times: Sun am 11am (during summer, start time may be 10.30am-check
local advertising) 
Weekly Diary: Tues’s 7.30 Prayer meeting. Thurs’s Oct-June Bible
study/Housegroups.  
Sun. Evenings Youth Fellowship.  
Communion: Monthly  
Mission support: Many Worldwide connections 
Minister: Rev. Andrew Fox
Contact:  
methodistchurchesinshetland.org.uk last accessed 19/09/2015 
methodistchurchesinshetland.org.uk/lerwick-methodist-church last accessed
19/09/2015

Lerwick Church
Approx. 1819

http://www.methodistchurchinshetland.org.uk/
http://www.methodistchurchinshetland.org.uk/lerwick-methodist-church
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Location: Norby Sandness  
Built: 1824.( Shetlands Methodist Chapel longest in continuous use, 1824-2015) 
On 7th June 1824 at 9.00am A certain Mr Couper laid the foundation stone of this
chapel following a time of prayer and singing, then Samuel Dunn preached a
sermon on Psalm 122:6 to a very attentive and much larger congregation than
expected. 

 

 
Service times: Sun am 10:45. Sun pm -  
Minister with responsibility: Rev. David Lees 
Contact:  
Tel.

Sandness Chapel
Approx. 1824
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Built 1826 

 

 
Service times: Sun 10:30am fortnightly family service.  
Sun 6pm fortnightly, regular service.  
Minister with responsibility: Rev. David Lees

Contact: Betty Robertson  
Tel: 01595860252

Westerskeld Chapel
Approx. 1826
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Location: North Roe  
Built: 1828, enl.1858, rebuilt 1878 

 

Service times: Sun 3:15pm monthly Sun 10:30 monthly (Tots Praise) 
 
Mission support: Methodist relief & development fund.  
Minister with responsibility: Rev Andrew Fox

Contact: Margaret Manson  
Tel:01806533212  
Paul & Joy French  
Tel: 01806544385

North Roe Chapel
Approx. 1828
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Haroldswick Church: "Britains most Northerly Church"  
Denomination: Methodist  
Location: Haroldswick Unst  
Built: 1829/1883/1998

 

Old and New 
Service times: Sun 3pm, 2nd/3rd/4th Sun’s Weekly diary:  
Minister with responsibility: Rev Andrew Fox

Contact: Joan Ritch  
Tel.01957711323

Haroldswick Church
Approx. 1829
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Location: Near war memorial Papil Burra  
( Now closed. The final service, held on the 15th May 2015, was a special evening
of thanksgiving including hymns and songs which have been dear to the hearts of
this Burra congregation over the years). 
Built: 1830/1893 

 
Service times were: Sun 2:30pm fortnightly  
Communion: Quarterly  
Last Minister with responsibility: Rev Jeremy Dare

A story is told of a 'Family'! evicted from Burra Methodist Church. It is in Mr Guys
book 'Walking The Coastline of Shetland'. 
"During the service strange sounds could be heard in the Church but the source
couldn't be detected until one day an otter was spotted shimming up a pipe. A
ladder was found and when the hatch to the roof space was opened a terrible
smell filled the place. It was apparent that a 'Family' of otters had taken up
residence but their lease was soon terminated. 
Does this story relate to this Chapel ??

 

Location: Vidlin  
Built: 1831/1907  

Service times: Sun 10:30am fortnightly alternate weeks Sun 12pm at Ch. of Sc. 
 
Minister with responsibility: Rev. David Lees

Contact: Margaret Jean Robertson Tel:01806577217  
Pearl Johnson Tel:01806577260

Burra Chapel
Approx. 1830

Vidlin Chapel
Approx. 1831
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Location: Levenwick (near the shop)  
Built: ? Levenwick is mentioned on the 'Wesleyan Ministers preaching plan' dated
1843 
A lady by the name ---? held cottage meetings in her home.  
After she died a man by the name Anderson kept the meetings going. Soon the
little home became too small and it was agreed to demolish the cottage and build
the little meeting hall in its place.

 
Service times: Services are held fortnightly during the summer months. 
Minister with responsibility: Rev Andrew Fox

Contact: Jane Bray 
Tel: 01950431573

Levenwick Mission Hall
Approx. 1843



104

 

Gruting chapel ( now closed )  
Built: 1844, enl. 1890 

 

 

 
Denomination: Methodist  
Location for meetings: Gruting Old Schoolhouse Service times: Sun 3pm
Fortnightly  
Minister with responsibility: Rev. David Lees

Contact: Greta Jacobson  
Tel: 01595810347

Gruting Chapel
Approx. 1844
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Built: 1852 

Service times: Sun am 11 fortnightly  
Minister with responsibility: Rev. David Lees

Contact: 
 
Tel.

Tresta Chapel
Approx. 1852
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Location: South Nesting (near Public Hall)  
Built: 1857 

Service times: Sun 11am fortnightly

Weekly diary: Communion: 
Mission support: Shetland Aid Trust 
Blythewood Shoebox Appeal  
Minister with responsibility: Rev. David Lees

Contact: Sylvia White  
Tel.01595890349 
Email. Sylvia.white@Shetland.org

Nesting Chapel
Approx. 1857

mailto:Sylvia.white@Shetland.org
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Location: Ireland Bigton  
Built: 1859  

 
(Two dog-collars in one Church)!! 
Service times: Sun 4pm monthly  
Minister with responsibility: Rev Andrew Fox

Contact: Jean Tait  
Tel. 01950422280

Ireland Chapel
Approx. 1859
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Location: Chapel Lane Scalloway  
Built: 1861/ enl.1895

Service Times: Sun AM –, Sun PM 6  
Messy Church: Last Sun every month  
Café Church: 10:45 in the youth centre Monthly. 
Weekly Diary: Prayer meeting and bible study Thur’s 7am  
Prayer meeting: Sat. 9am  
Communion: Monthly  
Mission support: Numerous worldwide 
Minister: Rev. David Lees 
Contact: Thelma Pottinger Tel.01595880316  
Gerald & Joan Duncan Tel.01595880657 
methodistchurchesinshetland/scalloway-methodist-church last accessed
19/09/2015

Scalloway Church
Approx. 1861

http://www.methodistchurchinshetland.org.uk/scalloway-methodist-church
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Location: Mid Walls  
Built: 1870 

 

 
Service times: Sun am 11 Sun pm - 
Minister with responsibility: Rev. David Lees

Contact: Dr Janet Ditchburn  
Tel. 01595809227 
methodistchurchesinshetland/walls-Methodist-church last accessed 19/09/2015

Walls Church
Approx. 1870

http://www.methodistchurchinshetland.org.uk/walls-methodist-church
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Location: Fair Isle  
Built: 1886  
Service times: Sun 3pm alternating fortnightly with C. of S.  
Minister in charge: Rev John Best

Contact: Stewart Thomson Tel.01595760241

Fair Isle Chapel
Approx. 1886
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Location: Otterswick Yell ZE1 9AU  
Built: 1892

 
Service times: Sun am 11:45 (3 Sundays) Sun pm 2:45 (1 Sunday)  
Communion: Monthly  
Minister with responsibility: Rev Andrew Fox

Contact: Mr Louis Johnson  
Tel. 01957702392

East Yell (Chapel in the Valley)
Approx. 1892
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Location: 
Built: 1894 

 

 

 
A well known local speaker in full flow!! 
Service times: Specials occasionally 
Communion:  
Minister with responsibility: Rev. David Lees

Contact: Mary Fraser  
Tel: 01595860242

Culswick Chapel
Approx. 1894
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Roman Catholic:

 

Built: 1897 (Closed in 2014) 

 
Service times: Sun 3pm monthly  
Last Minister with responsibility: Was Rev Nigel Barton

Last Contact was: Georgie Arthur (now deceased) 
Tel.

 

Built: 1904 

 

Interior

Location: South Whiteness  
Service Times: Sun am 11 pm -  
Weekly diary: bible study Wed 7pm  
Communion: Monthly  
Minister with responsibility: Rev. David Lees

Contact: Isobel Hunter Tel: 01595840250

Girlsta Chapel
Approx. 1897

Whiteness Chapel
Approx. 1904
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United Free:

 

St Margaret and the Sacred Heart Church.  
Denomination: Roman Catholic.  
Location: 87 St Olaf St Lerwick 
Built: 1911 

Service times: Mass times Mon. No Mass 
Tues. 10:30am 
Wed. 10:30am 
Thurs. 10:30am 
Fri. 5:15pm 
Sat. 10:45am - 5pm 
Sun. 10:30am 
We also have Mass in the 'Voe, Church of Scotland' every 2nd and 4th Sunday of
each month at 9am.  
Ministry: Fr. Ambrose Flavell 
Contact:  
Tel: 01595692233 
Email: www.stmargaretsshetland@btinternet.com 
stmargaretsshetland.org.uk last accessed 19/09/2015

St Margarets
Approx. 1911

http://www.stmargaretsshetland@btinternet.com/
http://stmargaretsshetland.org.uk/
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United Free Church of Scotland 
Location: Stove Sandwick 
Built: Congregation began to gather for worship around 1816 
The Church was built in 1820 

 

(Known as the Independent Meeting House 'Congregational'), taken over by the
Free Church in 1891 
Service times: Sun 10:15am.Every 2nd Sunday of the month 5pm 
Weekly diary: Saturday 5pm Prayer meeting. 
Last Wed. Of the month 7:30pm Bible study. 
Communion: Feb. May. Aug. Nov. 
Mission support: Hospital in Botswana. Rose of Sharon Ministries in South Africa. 
Minister: Rev. Ray Smart (Appointed to the charge 29/01/2015) 
Contact: Eric Duncan 
Tel: 01950431316 
Email: eduncan@btinternet.com

Sandwick
Approx. 1820

mailto:eduncan@btinternet.com
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Churches Past (by district Alphabetically) Part 1
The numbers on this section, 101 and through to 150, in part (2) have no relevance
they simply served as a means of positioning each of the following Churches,
where we wanted them, on the timeline.

 

United Free Church of Scotland 
Location: Cunningsburgh 
Built: The Church pictured was built in 1933. 
Notes: Shortly after the 'Disruption of 1843' a 'Free' Church (not this one, see
Churches Past section of this timeline), the first of any denomination since the
Reformation, was built at Conningsburgh, the people of which had enjoyed the
services of a faithful minister in the neighbouring parish of Sandwick for some
years before that event.

Ref: Cowie, Robert "Shetland Descriptive and Historical" 1874 
Published by John Menzies & Co. Aberdeen: Lewis Smith, M'Combie's Court. 

 
Service times: Sun 11am. Sun 6pm.  
Weekly diary: Prayer meeting, Saturday 7.30pm. 
Communion: Quarterly 
Mission support: 
Minister: Rev. Ray Smart (Appointed to the charge 29/01/2015) 
Contact Rev. Ray Smart 
Tel: 01950477694 
Douglas and Sheila Halcrow 
Tel: 01950477384

Cunningsburgh
Approx. 1933
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Address: Upper Garth 
Current use or state: Ruin 
Notes: [ From Aith, away to the west, on a bleak hillside is a little stone Church,
called by the folks who live around about - Da Peerie Kirk. So lonely and forsaken
does it seem that one wonders how ever it came to be a 'Methodist' and what is
more mystifying still is that no-one knows when it was built," it was always there"
they say. 
Whoever the builder was 'tis strange he should build it there, for it is in the midst of
bogs and ditches and there is not a road nor footpath near it. 
The stranger thinks it surely must have been dropped from Heaven.] (1)

Last preacher, possibly around 1917, a Jew called Julius Quint (now buried in Walls
churchyard) 
When the chapel was falling into disuse the pulpit was taken to Gruting, much to
the upset of the Aith people, and some of the remaining wood was used to roof a
local house. 
A girl named Barbara was converted in the chapel. She kept Sunday school there
but died in 1904 aged 22yrs. 
Her younger sister , a girl of 14yrs looked in on an old lady named 'Meggie o' da
chapel' who lived in a single small room on the west end of the chapel. This young
girl fetched water from the well and took in peats for her fire and any messages
from the shop. 
Ref. Local knowledge.

(1) Ref: Thomas Harald Grimshaw, A Sturdy Little Northland, Reprint by Lightning
Source U.K. Ltd, Milton Keynes U.K. UKOW02F0507251113 
'A useful link' RareBooksClub" : "http//www.rarebooksclub.com/faqs.cfm?

Aith
Approx. 101

http://www.bing.com/search?q=http%2F%2Fwww.rarebooksclub.com%2Ffaqs.cfm%3F&src=IE-TopResult&FORM=IE11TR&conversationid=4381525F1F054F05914244C6AC944AEAhttp//www.rarebooksclub.com/faqs.cfm?
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Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 
Boddam 
Built 1830 Later replaced in 1894 

 

Later Wesleyan Chapel 
Location Boddam 
Built 1894 

Memorial Stone Reads

Laid for Mrs George H B Hay in memory of her father the late William Bruce of
Symbister. 
The doner of the site on which the first Wesleyan Church in Dunrossness was
erected and of her mother Agnes Bruce a godly Methodist.

 

Boddam
Approx. 102

Boddam
Approx. 103
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Memorial Stone Reads

Laid 10th May 1894 for W W Pocock Esq. in memory of Dr. Adam Clarke

 
Memorial Stone Reads

Laid by Mrs Robert Sinclair in memory of James Sinclair, one of the first Wesleyan
local preachers in Shetland

 
Memorial Stone Reads

This Church was built in 1894 to replace one built in 1830 and as a memorial to
Laurence Argus one of the earliest and most devoted members of the Wesleyan
Methodist Church in Shetland

 

Bressay St Olaf's
Bressay (St. Olaf's)
Approx. 104
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Address: Gunnista 
Built: Original, Pre-Reformation 
Current use or state: A re-clad ruin 
Notes: This is said to have been the main Church on the isle until 1722

 

Bresssay St. Mary's
Bressay (St. Mary's)
Approx. 105
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Address: Cullingsbrough 
Built: 10th century Pre-reformation 
Current use or state: Ruin within a churchyard 
Notes:



122

 

Burra Isle. St Laurence (C.O.S.) 

 
Address: Papil Burra Isle 
Built:1814 
Current use or state: A roofless shell of a building 
Notes: [ The land to build the pre-existing St Lawrence Church, (one of the three
towered churches, said to have been gifted to Shetland by three Norwegian
sisters, the others being at Tingwall and Bigton), on this same site, was bought 21st
March 1547] (8)

(8) Gilbert Goudie, Celtic and Scandinavian Antiquities of Shetland, 1904,
Published by William Blackwood & Sons Edinburgh, Page 50-51

Burra (St. Laurence)
Approx. 106
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Built: 1827? 
Address: Between the car park and the beach at Mael 

 

Current use or state: Just a few stones left visible.

A local person remembers his Grandfather speaking of attending Sunday school
here around 1903, and it is said that when it fell into dis-repair most of the building
stones were used in laying the nearby part of the foundation for the main road
through Burra . 
The Burra History group holds records of two weddings which took place here,
one in 1860 and the other on 24th Oct. 1876.

Burra (Peerie Kirk, or Templars Kirk)
Approx. 107
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Address: On the beach-head at Channerwick 
Built: Pre-1824 
Early Methodist Preacher Samuel Dunn states , in his Shetland Journal, that he
preached in a large booth in Channerwick on Monday 2nd February 1824 
Current use or state: A roofless ruin 
Notes: A letter, dated 26th August 1940, exists ( in 'The Shetland Archives' ),
written by Captain John P. Brown, Orkney and Shetland Defences, to the
secretary, Chapel Meeting House Channerwick, giving notice of the requisitioning
of this Chapel to aid defences during the 1939-45 war.

 

Clousta (C.O.S.) 

Address: 
Built: 1887 
Current use or state: Now a crofters outhouse 
Notes:The grounds on which this Church is built were purchased, in 1886, from
A.S.Greirson, Quendale, for £10. Opened for business January 1887. The last
service was held here sometime between the years 1974 and 1981 
Around 70yrs ago the lamp from this Kirk was brought to the nearby school for
use during the week and returned to the Kirk for Sundays.

Channerwick
Approx. 108

Clousta
Approx. 109
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Address: 
Built: 
Current use or state: A local fishermans storage shed

 

Cunningsburgh C.O.S originally U.F.

Address: Mail Beach 
Built: 1850

Mail Kirk in Cunningsburgh was built for the Free Kirk in the 1850s. It was long the
church of the Rev. George Clark, supporter of the Cunningsburgh and Sandwick
crofters in their struggles with their landlord. The church was often their meeting-
place. It has long been out of use.

Current state or use: Shed

Cunningsburgh (Cloddy Hall)
Approx. 110

Cunningsburgh
Approx. 111



126

 

Dunrossness U.F.

 
Built: Sometime between 1843 - 1858 
Address: 
Current state or use: Private Dwelling House 
Notes: An excerpt from Shetland Times 24th Nov. 2017 
Times Past: 100yrs ago 
Sale of Work at Dunrossness_ United Free Church_ It was a glorious day and I
was determined to be in time for the opening ceremony. It was the first sale of
work ever held in Dunrossness, so naturally one felt eager to see how it was
arranged and carried through. First ventures are generally half fearfully launched,
but the promoters of the sale of work in Dunrossness are to be congratulated on
their remarkable success. I reached the Central Public Hall in time to see our
popular factor arrive in his motor and found quite a considerable crowd gathered
and evidently keenly interested in every detail. 
The Rev. George A Murray, as chairman, addressed the people briefly upon the
object of the gathering and called upon the Rev. Robert Logan to lead in prayer.
Thereafter the chairman called upon Mr William MacDougall to open the sale. 
In a brief, but thoughtful and well delivered address, Mr MacDougall touched the
hearts of the people. He went back to the days of our forefathers who had erected
the buildings of Church and Manse and consecrated them to the service and
servants of God. The speaker asked us to regard it as a privilege and duty to keep
these edifices in good order, and remarked that the present incumbent had been
very patient and long suffering in his request for most necessary repairs on the
Manse. After calling upon us to spend liberally and well, Mr MacDougall declared
the sale of work open. The chairman then spoke a few words of sincere thanks to
Mr MacDougall and Mr Logan, also to all the kind friends who had contributed to
the sale. 
A round of hearty applause for all and sundry followed. The company then joined
in the singing of the National Anthem, which the real business of the day
commenced. 
There were gifts from all parts, from Sumburgh to Sandwick and Cunningsburgh,
fro Lerwick to Walls, from Glasgow, Edinburgh, Firth of Clyde etc. 
- - - - One was most favourably impressed with the spirit of harmony ad good
fellowship which pervaded the entire gathering, and I left the building feeling that
it was good for me to have been there. The financial result of the sale, I
understand, was beyond what was expected, the amount realised being nearly
£70. A number of articles were unsold and I learn that there is to be a small surplus
sale in Bigton House in a week or two. I wish it every success. 
A VISITOR

Dunrossness (U.F.)
Approx. 112
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Dunrossness (Cloddy Knowe, Scousburgh)

Built: 
Current use or state: Roadside shed 
Notes: In 1876 there occurred a split in the Dunrossness Baptist Church. Local
knowledge has it that the breakaway group worshiped here. 
During the 1900's it was variously a Sunday school , a choir practice hall, a
meeting place for Kerim Fellowship and a community meeting hall. 
Its pulpit was the very one from which "The Shetland Apostle" Sinclair Thomson
preached. It is now in the Museum in Lerwick

Dunrossness (Cloddy Knowe)
Approx. 113
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Eshaness - Cross Kirk  

Built: Pre-Reformation 
Current use or state: Now just a remnant. 
[ This church has been much noted for the superstitious reverence that was long
paid to its vacant walls. The devotee cast among the ruins of the church, as a
religious offering, a small image of silver, representing any particular part of his
body that might be affected by illness, a recovery was then fully anticipated. 
Even the shell snails that infested the walls were supposed to be possessed of
particular healing powers, they were dried, pulverised and administered for the
cure of jaundice. 
It was customary, long after the abolition of Popery to walk at Candlemas to the
chapel, in the dead of night, with lighted candles, this being the ceremony used in
memory of Christ, the spiritual light. 
At length came Mr Hercules Sinclair, minister of North Mavine, mighty and fervent
in zeal against all idolatry, who by razing Cross Kirk to the ground (1664),
'succeeded', as Brand supposed, in making the people of North Mavine 'more
civilised' than the rest of their neighbours ] (16)

In this churchyard is a memorial stone which states:" Donald Robertson, born 14th
January 1785, died 4th June 1848, aged 63yrs. He was a peaceable, quiet man
and to all appearance a sincere Christian. His death was much regretted which
was caused by the stupidity of Laurence Tulloch of Clothister (Sullom) who sold
him nitre instead of Epsom salts by which he was killed in the space of 5 hours
after taking a dose of it" . 
Wonder what happened to Laurence Tulloch??

(16) Ref. Samuel Hilbert, A Description of the Shetland Isles, Publisher: Archibald
Constable & Co., Edinburgh, and Hurst Robinson & Co., London. Edinburgh 1822,
Page 237

Eshaness (Cross Kirk)
Approx. 114
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Eshaness - U.F. Hall 

 
Address: Braehoulland 
Built: around 1871 
Current use or state: Community centre opened in 1989 
Notes: Became Church of Scotland in 1929

 

Eshaness - C.O.S. 

 
Address: Breiwick 
Built: 1895 
Current use or state: Private dwelling house 
Notes: After it ceased to be a church it was used as a public hall from
approx.1930's 'till approx. 1970's

 

These Chapel ruins lie along the north siide of the Burn of Tingon in Northmavine.

 

Notes: The 'now' Public Hall was once the United Free, or East Kirk, and in the
1970's and 1980's Church services were held alternately between here and the
established Church of Scotland.

 
www.geography.org.uk/photo/1028457

Eshaness (U.F. Hall)
Approx. 115

Eshaness (C.O.S.)
Approx. 116

Eshaness (Tingon)
117

Fetlar (Now Public Hall)
Approx. 117

http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1028457
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Just to the left of a ruined crofthouse there can still be seen this outline of the
foundations of a pre-reformation chapel. 

 

 
Built: ?? From 'British History Online' Acts and proceedings of the General
Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland 1560-1618 
"Each of the four districts contains a Church, where divine service is performed by
the parochial minister, who officiated in Walls once a fortnight, in Sadness and
Papa once a month, and sometimes twice a month in summer, and who visits
FOULA once every year, on which occasion he remains there for two Sundays. In
each Church, in the absence of the clergyman, a reader, who is usually the
schoolmaster of the district, reads a sermon every Sunday, and superintends other
parts of divine service. The Church at Walls was built in 1743, that at Sadness in
1794 and that at Papa in 1806; the period of erection of the Church at FOULA is not
known.

Hilbert, in his ' Description of the Shetland Islands' (first published in 1822), says,
"The Kirk is situated a little to the south, the duty of which is weekly performed by
the schoolmaster, while it is visited once a year by the minister of Waes (Walls).

And Muir, in his 'Ecclesiological Notes On Some Of The Islands Of Scotland' has
this to say. 
"This Established Kirk did not count above twenty members in 1855. And the Rev.
Peter Paterson, writing in 1861, states that "the Parish Church, which the proprietor
of the island, Dr. Scott of Melby, is obliged to keep up in proper repair, has been
occupied, I was told, only two Sundays during the last five years.

Notes: The roof of this old Kirk was taken off in the 1930’s and it was ‘custom re-
roofed’ by the film crew to suit the production of the film ‘The Edge of the World’ 
There’s a flat stone in the Foula Kirkyard said to mark the grave of the wife of
Shetland’s last Hangman. 
The story goes, she couldn’t bear to be parted from her husband when he died
and it is said she carried his head around with her wherever she went. 
Such was the public nuisance of this to the community that she was sent out to
Foula to be out of the public eye and she ended her days there.

Fetlar (Kirkhouse)
Approx. 118

Foula (Auld Kirk)
Approx. 119
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Gonfirth Methodist Chapel 

 
Built: 1900 
Current use or state: As seen above ( in the yr. 2015) 
Notes:

Gonfirth
Approx. 120
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Gruting Methodist Chapel 

 

 
Address: 
Built: 1845 
Current use or state: Closed approx.. 2012 
Notes:

 
These gravestones and the squared-off structure, in the North-West corner of the
Gruting graveyard are said to overbuild a pre-reformation Chapel. 
Ref: Conversation with Frank Robertson, local to the area

Gruting
Approx. 121
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Only a vague outline and a mound of stones remains of this Pre-Reformation
Chapel a little to the south east of the dwelling houses and due east of the farm
buildings at Brindister.

 

Lerwick St Olaf's 

 
Address: Scalloway Road 
Built:1849 
Current state or use: converted to business centre approx. 2010 
Notes: Was originally a "Free". Church

Gulberwick (Brindister)
Approx. 122

Lerwick (St. Olaf's)
Approx. 123
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Lerwick St Clement's 

 
Address: St Olaf Street 
Built: 1911 
Current state or use: Derelict 
[ On the Sunday before Johnsmas ,1897, 125 Dutch vessels were in port and over
900 people attended the evening service in St Columba's. 
On Wed. 17th May 1911, under the auspices of St.Columba's Church, St. Clements
Hall was formally opened by Rev A.J.Campbell for use by the Dutch as a Mission
Church, this being in response to the large presence of Dutch fisherfolk in Lerwick
at the beginning of the 20th century eager for a venue where they could draw
together for worship ] (24)

(24) Sinclair, Douglas M., A Glimpse of Lerwicks Waterfront History, 2010, Publisher
Millgaet Media, Shetland. Page 8

 

Lerwick Baptist 

 
Built: 1894-95

Address: Scalloway Road 
Current state or use: converted to flats 
Notes:

Lerwick (St. Clements)
Approx. 124

Lerwick (Baptist)
Approx. 125
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St Ringers U.F. 

 
Address: Lower Hillhead 
Built: 1886 
Current use or state: Currently Lerwick Library 
Notes: Was originally a United Free Church.

 

Built: 1914

Address: North Road Lerwick 
Current State or use: It is now Jamieson & Smith, Shetland Wool Brokers premises. 
Notes: This article appeared in the Shetland Times of June 13th 1914 
"On Sunday last the new hall, photographed below, was opened for public
worship by the Rev. John Willcock D.D., D. Litt. and the Rev. David Houston M.A.,

Lerwick (St. Ringin's)
Approx. 126

Lerwick (U.F. Mission Hall)
126
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the local ministers of the United Free Church, assisted by the Rev. W. MacLeod
D.D. of the United Free Church, Whiting Bay, Arran, who acts as deputy from the
Home Missions Committee for the month of June. 
The attendance at the morning service was small, doubtless due to the great
pressure of work at the (herring)station last week, but at the evening service there
was a splendid turn out that quite filled the area of the building-the gallery not
being quite finished. 
The Gaelic services, conducted by Mr Macleod at the close of the English services,
were also largely attended. 
The new hall just opened, constructed of wood ad corrugated iron, is erected on
the site of the smaller building (of which we also produce a photograph) which has
been removed to Gremista to serve as a rest and reading and recreation room for
the fisher girls of that busy and populous fishing centre. 
Miss Balingall, who has been engaged in this work for years, and is well known at
the Shetland fishing centres, has charge of the "Rest" and is assisted by Miss
Allison Jackson. Miss MacKenzie, who is also well known for her devoted services
to the Gaelic speaking girls, is associated with them in this most helpful mission. 
The new hall has been designed and its erection superintended by Mr Campbell,
architect, Lerwick and Mr Bruce , Lerwick is contractor for the work, which he has
carried on to the satisfaction of all concerned. 
This building, which is seated for about 400, is high and spacious ad nicely
lighted, and is being fitted with a gallery . It may be mentioned that a successful
Mission Sunday School has been carried on for a number of years at the same
place by the United Free Churches.

 

Muckle Roe Former C.O.S. 

Built: 1910 
Current use or state: Private dwelling house 
Notes:

Muckle Roe
Approx. 127
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MossBank C of S

Built: 1846? or 1861? 
Current use or state: Recently closed and up for sale

 
Notes: 
This Church was bought by Jim and Ena Barclay, Julie Hardy and Carol Dade, of
Struthers Memorial Fellowship in August 2015. We pray it may open its doors
again as a place of Worship. 
Prayers have been answered, Praise be to our faithful God! Jim and Ena opened
this Church for Worship, re-named 'Mossbank Evangelical Church' (where
everybody is a somebody, and Jesus Christ is Lord), in December 2015. A
wonderful witness of how our God honours the vision obedience and commitment
of his people. 
Contact: Ena Barclay 07887864556

 

Mossbank (Firth Kirk) C.O.S. 

 
Address: 
Built: 
Current use or state: Private dwelling house 
Notes: Laureen Slater told us that, as a bairn, she used to go to the Mossbank
Church for Sunday School in the morning and to the Firth Kirk for the evening
service on Sundays. 
This Church was sold at the time the oil industry came to Shetland (1975-76).

Mossbank (C.O.S.)
Approx. 128

Mossbank (Firth Kirk)
Approx. 129
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Ollaberry UF 

Address: 
Built: First service 22nd Feb 1863 Last service 7th Nov 1954 
Current use or state: Shed/Outbuilbing 
Notes:

Ollaberry
Approx. 130
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Papa Stour 
Built: 1806

This stained glass window was commissioned in memory of the 'Papa' man who
was lost in the 1st World War.

Notes: The Kirk of Papa, in its present dimensions, was erected in 1806. Prior to
that date, the Kirk was a somewhat humble building (like most of the Kirks in
Shetland), being quite low and bearing a thatched roof. We learn from the Kirk
Session ministers, indeed, that in 1759, part of the wall had collapsed. This may
well have been the gable that bore the belfry, for a bell there was: John Scott,
treasurer of Papa Kirk Session and tender of the lepers, was in 1742 offered the
lepers' fund, the last of them having died. He refused to accept the money,
preferring it to be spent in repairing and re-hanging the Papa Stour Kirk bell. 
By December the following year, 1760, the Kirk was repaired, the steeple rebuilt
and the bell re-hung. Tradition relates that there existed a door in each gabble and
that those married in the Kirk entered by the east gable and departed by the west. 
So in time there came a great re-building of parish churches and in 1806, the turn
of Papa Stour arrived. 
Ref: http://papastour21century.wordpress.com/about-papa-stour/the-papa-stour-kir
k last accessed 28-08-2015 
The official closing service for this Church was held on the 4th July 2015

Papa Stour
Approx. 131

https://papastour21century.wordpress.com/about-papa-stour/the-papa-stour-kirk/
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Quarff C.O.S 

Address: 
Built: 1828 
Current use or state: Derelict 
[ One of 42 Parliamentary Churches provided by an Act of Parliament of 1823 to
meet the deficiencies in the Highlands and Islands ] (27) 
(27) Ref: Finnie, Mike(30th Dec. 1990). Shetland: An Illustrated Architectural Guide:
Mainstream Publishing, England.

Quarff
Approx. 132
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Sand St Mary's 

 

 
Address: 
Built: Pre-Reformation 
Current use or state: A ruin, only the arch doorway remains 
[ Certainly pre-dating the popular tradition that it was built by grateful survivors
from an Armada shipwreck ] (28) 
(28) Ref: Finnie, Mike (30th Dec. 1990). Shetland: An Illustrated Architectural Guide:
Main steam Publishing, England.

Sand (St. Mary's)
Approx. 133
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Sand (Methodist) 

Looking across the water we can just make out the outline of 'St. Mary's', Sand, the
aforementioned pre-reformation Church. 

Location: At the East end of the Beach at Inner Sand 
Built: Sometime between 1826-1832

 

Sand Congregational 

 
Address: 
Built and established: 1835 
Current use or state:Derelict 
Notes:

Sand (Methodist)
Approx. 134

Sand (Congregational)
Approx. 135
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Churches Past (by district alphabetically) Part 2

 

Sandness Parish Church (C.O.S) St Margaret's 

 
Address: 
Built: 1792 
Current use or state: Crofters outhouse 
"On the east gable is a weathered stone 'Fear God 1645'. There are also some old
grave slabs and 19th century wooden grave markers" (29) 
(29) Ref: Finnie, Mike (30 Dec 1990). Shetland: An Illustrated Architectural Guide.
Mainstream Publishing: England

 

Sandness Congregational 

 
Address: Former Shop 
Built: 1832 ? 
Current use or state: Private dwelling house. 
Notes:

Sandness (C.O.S.)
Approx. 136

Sandness (Congregational)
Approx. 137

 

Just in front of the houses is the rectangular outline of an old burial ground within
the walls of which once stood a Pre-Reformation chapel.

Sands of Sound
Approx. 101
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Sandwick Gospel Hall.

Address: Hoswick 
Built: 

 

 
Current state or use: Derelict. 
Notes: Probably last in use for worship around 1960's

 

Sandwick Methodist Church

Address: 
Built: 1825  

 
Current state or use: Private Dwelling House. 
Notes: The last church services held here are thought to have ceased during the
1970's.

Sandwick (Gospel Hall)
Approx. 102

Sandwick (Methodist)
Approx. 103
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Upper Scalloway 1 

Upper Scalloway 2 

Built: Build date unknown. 
Current use or state: A built-on and re-roofed ruin used as a shed. 
The last burial in the burial-ground behind this Chapel is thought to have been
during the 1700's

Scalloway (Upper Scalloway 'Kirk')
Approx. 104
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Scalloway was U.F. 

 
Address: Main Road, near the school. 
Built: Sometime between 1843 and 1891. It ceased as a place of worship in the
1930s 
Current state or use: Business Centre. 
Notes: A local boy out playing had set out for East Voe to catch a
'Hegerie'(Heron),probably just for sport. 
On passing the door of this church he heard singing and was drawn closer. 
He was captivated and slowly edged his way in and sat down. 
Before he went home that night Jesus had won his heart. 
Ref: A friend of the aforementioned boy.

"Received from the treasurer of the U.F. Church Scalloway, the sum of £1 for
ringing the bell – Year ending March 1926, signed George Wishart. 
And also 
Received from the treasurer of the U.F. Church Scalloway, the sum of £2 for
organist – Year to May 1926, signed Isa (T. or J )? Thomson." (36) 
Ref: (36) Shetland Archives, Item code CH3

U.F. Scalloway Session Minutes, 1901 – 1910 and 1920 – 1927 and also The
Communion Roll 1903 – 1909 are available for reading at The Shetland Archives,
Lerwick.

Scalloway (U.F.)
Approx. 105
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Address: Hillside Road 

 
Built: approx. 1916-20. Last used for worship in the 1960's
Current use or state: Storage shed 
Notes: Heavily influenced by the controversial Exclusive Brethren Leader Jim
Taylor jnr. 1899-1970 
Jim Taylor, Jr., exaggerated biblical teachings on separation from the world to an
extreme. [citation needed] He decreed members could not eat or associate in any
way with non-members. Membership of professional bodies was also forbidden.
Under his teaching the Raven-Taylor Exclusives commenced "Breaking Bread" on
Lord's-day at 6 am. Meeting rooms, though ostensibly public places of religious
worship, were closed to the general public, unless the individual desiring to visit
first be interviewed by two men from the group. His teachings and conduct were
the source of much public interest in the UK and the national press occupied itself
with, "Big Jim." This resulted in several things. (1) The consolidation of his position
among a large section of his followers, (2) the secession of most of his Scottish
assemblies and numerous elsewhere in Britain and beyond and, (3) the weakening
of other Plymouth Brethren groups both "Open," Glanton and Kelly Brethren, as
they moved away from any appearance of the extreme features of Taylorism. His
extreme separatist pronouncements were maintained by his successors and
followers. 
Ref:http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JamesTaylor,Jr.(ExclusiveBrethren 
The forerunner of this chapel was a building known as "Da Terrie Kirk" a shed next
to Malakof boatyard. This meeting place was reputedly only holding together by
its tar coating, hence its name.

Scalloway (Exclusive Brethern)
Approx. 106

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Taylor,_Jr._(Exclusive_Brethren)
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Scalloway Congregational Church

Built: 1838 
Current use or state:Private dwelling house 
Notes: From a centenary service leaflet held in 'The Shetland Archives'. 
" When the chapel was completed and ready for its sacred purpose there was no
wooden floor. Clean sand was spread on the earth and the seating was wooden
planks resting on wooden supports. 
At that time there were 16 members.  
And
"As showing the interest taken in the building, a lady member once said to me that
she and others helped to carry stones and sand from the quarry in kishies to assist
the work. 
Those who took a prominent part in the building of the Church (the Independent
Chapel it was then called) were men of vision and purpose and others were
inspired by their example to do their part. They looked forward to the time when
the Chapel would be too small for the worshipers, and they made provision for the
erection of a gallery. Special stones were made to project from the walls, and on
these the gallery now rests. 
It may be mentioned also that in its time the Chapel has been used for purposes
other than religious services. I can remember at least two classes for teaching
music, and one political meeting".

Scalloway 'Congregational'
Approx. 107
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Details to follow

Note: Shetland Archives holds a document showing the 'Plan and Elevation of the
Church of Scatsta' circa 1815 
The floorboards from this Kirk were used in the house belonging to Mary Blances'
mother, in North Roe. ( Mary is a former Radio Shetland presenter and produces
her own book programme for this local radio station). Mary also told me there is a
mantelpiece and stool in her mothers house made with wood from this old Parish
Kirk.

 

Semblister C.O.S 

 

Address: 
Built: 1780 
Current use or state: '5'star Hotel for pigeons and other feathered residents 
Notes: This Church was built to replace a chapel at Sand (St. Mary's maybe?). 
"The first meeting of the Sandsting and Aithsting School board was held at
Semblister Church, on the 1st inst., at 12noon. The momentous question of
chairmanship, however, carried some of the members beyond themselves and led
to deeds that in days of old would have cost them their heads.. When the Church
was reached it was found the keys were still in the Manse and the well-fitting
windows and sturdy doors bade defiance to violation of the sanctity of its interior.
Nothing daunted, and knowing the value of time, for there were still members on
the road, the minister of the sanctuary and his sturdy followers sought an
entrance. The windows were tried but in vain, nothing remained but to put flesh
and bone against wood and iron. The minister grabbed the knob and directed the
onslaught of his followers, in less than 10mins the door gave way and entrance

Scatsta ( Burn of Scatsta Parish Church )
108

Semblister
Approx. 109
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was gained. 
Now to work! In the excitement of that fight and with time on their side the paltry
minutes of the last meeting were forgot. One witness we had almost forgotten
sternly looked on. The old chairman, who stood second in the eyes of the people
and who thus felt the fond ties with that coveted position sorely strained, playfully
proposed the Rev. Mr Sinclair to the chair. The 'stern individual' interposed and
proposed the member at the top of the poll whereupon the old chairman, the Rev.
Mr Rose, with unwonted sagacity, thought that did not follow. Then came back the
effect of that playful touch. The Rev. Mr Sinclair proposed the Rev. Mr Rose and Mr
Sinclair seconded thus carrying him triumphantly into that proud position which
was so much desired leaving Mr Andersons hopes behind. 
Scarcely had this action been recorded and just five minutes from the time of
entry, in stalked two other members fancying they deserved some condemnation
for keeping the others waiting though supposing that having to travel seven miles
would make good the difference. Alas , however, the game was over, 'Jack was in
the box and the hat was on'. Dr Bowie asked when the meeting had begun and
finding it was shortly before thought something was wrong. Evidently seeing how
things had gone he strongly hinted a sinister object had been in view and pointed
out that Mr Rose had only two supporters and on finding out more objected to the
whole proceedings as illegal. 
( Stating from the report of William Scollay Constable, Scalloway 14th May 1900, "
Dr Bowie expected to be made chairman and during his time in the meeting was
rather obstructive" This was not in the 'News' report). 
The proceedings went on and it is needless to relate all that took place. A female
compulsory officer was appointed for Aithsting, also it seemed certain members
were in a mysterious perplexity about a sum of £ 200 intended for repairs, but
could not now be paid for. This matter was taken up by Dr Bowie who asked that a
committee be appointed to look into the matter. This the Rev. Mr Rose objected to
and the Rev. Mr Sinclair and Mr Anderson expressed the opinion that it should be
done. Curiously other business that that ordinarily done on such occasions
occupied almost the whole time and it seems no notice of such was given. Such
are the events as we have heard them related" (30)

(30) The Shetland Archives, Re: The Shetland Times (12th May 1900), Sandsting
and Aithsting School Board Meeting.
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Date: 1820's

Notes: "In the early 1840’s the lack of a school in Skerries came to the attention of
the local Baptist preacher, Sinclair Thomson and for a few years he found sufficient
money to maintain a small school. 
He found it difficult to maintain the costs and applied to the Free Church in
Edinburgh for help but the Church could not provide funds unless the School
became their property. Leaflets were printed and distributed appealing for
assistance to the Skerries. 
Arthur Anderson, in London, became aware of the need and, with help from some
of his acquaintances, raised sufficient money to build a new Schoolhouse.
Anderson personally undertook to pay the Schoolteacher £20 annually. 
William Peterson was appointed in 1850] (40) and from then till 1860 the building
was used jointly by William and the Baptist preacher. [William continued as
Schoolteacher till his retirement in 1881. His salary ceased with the death of Arthur
Anderson in 1869 and for a few years Peterson had to rely on contributions from
the Skerries folk with some assistance from the Lighthouse Commissioners. 
In 1871 an appeal was sent to the S.S.P.C.K. ( Society in Scotland for the
Propagation of Christian Knowledge) who agreed to an annual grant of £10. Later,
responsibility for Petersons salary was taken over by the Education Committee of
the Church of Scotland" (40) 
Ref: (40) Graham, John J. ‘A Vehement Thirst after Knowledge’ Published by The
Shetland Times Ltd., Lerwick 1998 
According to an article which appeared in the Shetland Times 14th November
1896 " The old chapel school- for it served the double purpose- was at best a poor
shed, only lighted by skylights, badly ventilated, and so low in the ceiling that
some people could not stand upright in it". 
[It stood in the midst of its little churchyard, which was enclosed by a stone wall
and an iron gate to prevent trespassing. It lay in a hollow, and was in the most
sheltered spot that could be found." (40a) 
Ref: (40a) Russell, Rev. John, M.A. 'Three Years in Shetland', published by
Alexander Gardner, Paisley; and 12 Paternoster Row, London 1887

 

St Ninians Isle

 

 

Skerries Old School/Meeting House
Approx. 110

St. Ninian's
Approx. 111
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Update event 
Built: 12th century church overlying a pre-Norse church which in turn overlay an
Iron-age site. 
Current use or state: Remnant. 
Notes: The site is most famous for the St Ninian Isle treasure, which was
discovered under a cross marked slab in the floor of the early St Ninian church in
1958 by a local schoolboy who was helping visiting archaeologists who excavated
the site between 1955-1959. 
The underlying Iron-age site, possibly a wheelhouse, yielded pottery rateable to
about the 2nd century A.D.

 

Stromfirth (Gillaburn), Nondenominational 
Stromfirth
Approx. 112
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Built: approx. 1872 Last services 1960's 
Current use or state: Derelict 
Notes: Built by the people of Stromfirth to fulfil their desire for a local place to
worship.

 

Sumburgh 'Bruce Memorial Hall' 

 
Current state or use: to be converted into flats. 
Notes: The Bruce Memorial Hall was gifted to the community by Mrs Bruce of
Sumburgh estate and opened in 1910 for the use of the inhabitants of the district of
Virkie,Dunrossness, in memory of her husband John Bruce. It has been variously
used as a place of worship a Sunday school a community centre and youth centre. 
The plaque above the door states 'Memorial Hall' 1837-1907.

Sumburgh (Bruce Memorial Hall)
Approx. 113
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Tresta Christian Brethren Meeting House 
(Independent) Kenneth Huggins.

 

R K Huggins with Father 
Address: Fairview Tresta (next to the last house along the seashore at the west
side of Tresta) 
Built: Late 1800's 
Current use or state: Shed 
Notes: Thought to have been built towards the end of the 1800's as a store for
shops in the area. 
In the mid 1900's a Mr Huggins held Gospel meetings here. 
The homeowner at Scordside had a room built onto the end of his house and
there Mr Huggins and his son Kenneth stayed when in Tresta.
Kenneth became very well known around Shetland for his truly Christlike heart
and service to all he met, his frequent visits (armed with chocolate or biscuits) to all
in the local hospital, and his itinerant preaching are legend. 
It is thought the last service was held here in the 1960's

Tresta
Approx. 114
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Twatt C.O.S.

Address: 
Built: 

Current use or state: Croft outhouse 
Notes: Twatt church was originally Roman Catholic with a straw roof which was
burned off in a fire. Local legend has it that the remains of a much feared member
of the 'Press-Gang' lie buried beneath the doorstone of this church so that the
people of the area could wipe their feet over him when going to church. 
The bell from this church is now stored in the Sand Church of Scotland 
Ref. Local legend

Twatt
Approx. 115
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Address: Near the Old School House 
Built: Approx. 1925 by Gilbert Irvine, for the total cost of £180 

!

Notes: The last Brethren Conference to be held here was in 1957. 
The Trondra Conference was a yearly event well attended by the various Brethren
fellowships from throughout Shetland, travel being by flit-boat as it was well before
the days of the bridges. 
One end of this hall contained living quarters and the Moar family (still today very
active among Brethren fellowships) remembers holidaying here as young bairns. 
The hall was bought and dismantled by Bob Mowat from Scalloway with the
intention of re-erecting it elsewhere, but the condition of the materials ruled out
that possibility.

 

Unst: Old Parish Kirk (within churchyard) ' St John's '

Trondra Gospel Hall
116

Unst (Old Parish Kirk)
Approx. 117
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Address: Baliasta 
Built: 1764 
Notes: Hilbert says. [ "I arrived there on the Sabbath morning, the natives of the
Vale were all in motion in their way to the Kirk of Batista.

"The Kirk was remarkably crowded, since there was a sermon to be preached
incidental to the administration of the Sacraments; on which I had an opportunity
of seeing the convulsion fits to which the religious congregations of Shetland are
subject. 
The introduction of this malady into the country is referred to a date of nearly a
century ago, and is attributed to a woman who had been subject to regular
paroxysms of epilepsy, one of which occurred during divine service. 
Among adult females, and children of the male sex, at the tender age of six, fits
then became sympathetic".

The female whom it attacked,--- if the fit occurred on any occasion of public
diversion, would, as soon as it ceased, mix with her companions and continue her
amusements as if nothing had happened. 
Paroxysms of this kind prevailed most during the warm months of summer; and
about fifty years ago there was scarcely a Sabbath in which they did not occur.
Strong passions of the mind, induced by religious enthusiasm, were also the
exciting cause of these fits; but as with all such tokens of divine workings, they
were easily counter-acted by producing in patients such opposite states of mind
as arise from a sense of shame; thus they were under the control of any sensible
preacher who will administer to a mind disease,-- who will expose the folly of
voluntarily yielding to a sympathy so easily resisted, or of inviting such attacks by
affection. An intelligent and pious Minister of Shetland informed me, that being
considerably annoyed on his first introduction into the country by these
paroxysms, whereby the devotions of the Church were much impeded, he
obviated their repetition by assuring his parishioners that no treatment was more
effectual than immersion in cold water, and as his Kirk was fortunately contiguous
to a fresh-water lake, he gave notice that attendants should be at hand during
divine service to ensure the proper means of cure. The sequel need scarcely be
told. The fear of being carried out of the church and into the water acted like a
charm; not a single Naiad (water nymph) was made and the worthy Minister has,
for many years, had reason to boast of one of the best regulated congregations in
Shetland. 
When I attended the Kirk of Batista, a female shriek , an indication of a convulsive
fit, was heard; the Minister (Mr Ingram of Fetlar) very properly stopped his
discourse until the disturbed was removed; and after advising all who thought they
might be similarly affected to leave the church, he gave out in the meantime a
psalm. The congregation was thus preserved from further interruption, for on
leaving the Kirk I saw several females writhing and tossing about their arms on the
green grass, who durst not, for fear of a censure from the pulpit, exhibit
themselves after this manner within the sacred walls of the Kirk]. 117 
Ref: 'A Description of the Shetland Isles' by Samuel Hilbert 1822

Is this the same Rev. Ingram who, in 1843 broke away from the Church of Scotland
and who was to go on to become known as the Father of the 'Free' Churches here
in Shetland??
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Unst: Hillside United Free

Address: Baliasta 
Built: 1843 
Notes: Built by a breakaway group after a split from the Church of Scotland. 
This was Shetlands first "Free" Church and is thought to have been last used for
worship in 1959. 
The Rev. James Ingram D.D. its first Minister, was known in Shetland ( especially
Unst ) as the father of the Free Church.

Unst (U.F).
Approx. 118
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Unst: Remnant in Churchyard ' St John's '

 

Address: Norwick 
Built: Pre-Reformation 
Notes:

 

Unst: Old Methodist Ruin

Address: Haroldswick 
Built: Sometime between 1826-1832 
Notes: One half became too small, a larger chapel was built onto the end.

Unst, (Norwick)
Approx. 119

Unst (Old Methodist Ruin)
Approx. 120
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Unst: Cross Kirk ' Holy Rude '

 

Address: Clibberswick 
Built: Pre-Reformation ? 
Notes: Geophysics, undertaken as part of this phase of the Shetland Chapels
project, suggested that there were considerable traces of activity around the
enclosure in which the chapel sits. The majority are likely to be agricultural in
origin, as they lie outside the rectangular enclosure containing the church; some,
however, appear to underlie the present building (Brady and Johnson, 2000, 17-8).

Crosskirk is also relevant to this assessment, as Clibberswick seems to be an
alternative name for the scattald of Papil (see above). Crosskirk lies about a mile
south of Papil, on the north side of Harald’s Wick, and the surviving ruins show it to
have consisted of a nave and chancel, within a rectangular enclosure, perhaps a
squaring-off of a previous oval one. There is a tradition of an early chapel site on
the nearby Cross Ness (Morris and Brady, 1998, 24). 
http://www.paparproject.org.uk/shetland5.html

 

Unst: Lund ' St Olaf's '

Unst (Cross Kirk)
Approx. 121

Unst (Lund)
Approx. 122

http://www.paparproject.org.uk/shetland5.html%22:
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Address: Lund 
Built: 12th century 
Notes: This Norse period Church is thought to have been the main church for the
south part of Unst. The small window is thought to have been where lepers
gathered to hear the services. A stone with an incised fish (possibly Pictish) has
been incorporated into the lintel on the underside of the internal window. Inside
are memorials to the Unst branch of the Mouats of Garth and the 1573 slab of
Segabad Detkin, merchant and burgher of Bremen, and another outside to Henrik
Segeleken The Elder, also of Bremen, who died in 1585. The church was last used
in 1785.
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Unst: Roadside Chapel C.O.S.

 
Address: Bothan 
Built: 1912? 
Notes: Known locally as the White Hall, this was originally a U.F. Church.

 

Address: Hill behind Uyeasound

Built ? : 9th century 
Notes: [A Trowie Story] 
Old Coul, bowed with the burden of 75yrs of life, thought of the uselessness of his
long life and of how God had been to him - the little green isle that he would never
see again, far away on the western shores of the land of the Gael (possibly Iona ) -
his boyhood with the gentle and kindly Monks - the gift of healing God had gifted
him with so that sick folk smiled and felt better even as he stood beside them. 
An urgent request was made for him to visit the south end of Unst, God was
sending him to heal a little child, Helga's baby, and he knew as he looked down at
his long thin white hands that, through him, God would heal her and, who knows, it
might be that there was yet some work for him to do. 
The child recovered and as he predicted he did find much work to do as illness
was widespread among the people in and around Oesund/Uyeasound. 
The people wanted Coul to stay for the winter, he had as they said " Put new life in
us all" and they believed he might even help them against the mischievous
marauding of the Trows/Trolls. The people said if Coul could heal the land and
people of this plague he would be a healer indeed. He responded "Coul cannot
but God can, but man must play his part too. What this land needs is a church, a
place where men can assemble and commune with their maker and receive clean
hearts, a place which will in time hallow the land and overcome all the powers of

Unst (Bothan, roadside nr Haroldswick)
Approx. 123

Unst (Glatnakirk) "The Church that never
was"
Approx. 124
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ea ts, a p ace c    t e a o  t e a d a d o e co e a  t e po e s o
evil and darkness, are you willing to show Gods goodness to you? 
"Ask anything" was the reply. 
Building began enthusiastically and in ten days the church walls were 6' high.
Coul's heart sang as he saw it in the evening light. Then came a dark night of rain
and storm and in the morning the walls were strewn about the ground and
demolished to the foundations. 
All the people of the district rallied around Coul agreeing that this was the greatest
manifestation of Troll unity and wickedness ever witnessed. Coul was resolute " If
the work were once completed, and the Church consecrated, not all the powers of
the devil would prevail against it. We must work by day and watch by night. I,
myself, will stay by the work throughout the night and do as God directs me". 
For many days, in fine weather, the work of re-building went on, Coul and a
volunteer companion watchman keeping vigil by night. 
Suddenly the fine weather broke but Coul was still uplifted and full of joy and
excitement at the thought of beginning to put the roof on the following day. 
As the night wore on, however, Coul became aware that Ulf, his companion, was
missing. Searching, he found him face downwards the back of his head a smashed
pulpy mess. While bent over the dead man he was seized, a sack pulled over
head, drawn down over his arms and tightly bound to his sides, then he was lifted
and carried away. 
He was laid on a rocky surface and the sound of footsteps faded away to silence. 
In the morning the builders coming to the Church could only stand and stare, Coul
was gone, Ulf was dead, and where yesterday the grey walls had stood proudly,
today there was only a confused heap of stones. 
Coul lay for a little in the stillness then, tentatively moving to ease his bonds, he
felt someone loosen and release his covering. In the dim light two hairy figures
stood beside him in breeches and short cloaks of grey sealskin, their hair matted
and long, their short beards unkempt, their hands rough, but it was their eyes that
first gave Coul a little comfort for there was intelligence and interest in them. 
In the large and lofty cave more than a score of men, women and bairns sat
around a blazing peat fire. Coul was led to where an aged and bowed form was
seated on a fur covered couch. 
Somehow, suddenly released from the fear which had held him, righteous
indignation overcame Coul " Who are you? And why have you brought me here?
How dare you commit foul murder and fouler sacrilege in raising your hand
against the house of God." 
" Oh Coul, don't you recognise a fellow Pict? I am Elwyn, forty years ago when the
Norse raiders arrived you were taken as a Thrall ( slave/servant ), I and some of
the others fled and have lived in hiding ever since. 
"Elwyn!!" Coul cried in amazement. 
Elwyn said "rest and know this, you are among friends and welcome." 
Over time Elwyn relayed a long saga of the Viking raids, fightings and plundering,
of the Picts escapes and hiding, of how "The darkness became our 'day' and the
day became our 'night'", how darkness afforded them the opportunities to salvage
what they could from sea and land to survive. 
As the Vikings settled on the land, new steadings were made and land cultivated
nearer and ever nearer to their caves. All agreed that every new building was a
threat that should be hampered and if possible destroyed. 
Reports that it was Coul who was building this Church had reached Elwyn. He
yearned to look again on the face of this man who's great powers of healing he
had heard stories of and also to hear stories of the world above ground. 
Coul's heart was full of sadness for his old friend and these people, the destruction
of his Church already seemed such a little thing, what could he do to help them?? 
He healed and helped all, as best he could, but his own strength was passing, he
had to return to the upper air or perish there. 
Elwyn cried out for silence, he told his people a great matter had arisen, their
honoured guest, Coul, now wished to depart as he wished to die in the world
above ground. 
Coul would swear by the great God, who's servant he was, that he would in all
things keep their secret and would not harm them in any way. He wished to return
north to Burrafirth to die among his own folk, he would not attempt again to re-
build his Church, God would do that in his own time, he would not even have
speech with the Vikings of Oesund/Uyeasound or tell anyone where he'd been or
what he'd seen. 
In the end it was agreed that Coul (after taking these solemn oaths) should be
allowed to depart and after midnight, accompanied by Elwyn, Otti and Uni, he
passed up the long entrance tunnel, they blindfolded him and bid him farewell as
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he crawled out through the narrow entrance. He sat awhile then rising he set out
to make the journey to Burrafirth before nightfall. 
His feet and legs were cold and a numbness seemed to grip him. He looked up
and to him a star seemed to burst out into dazzling and wonderful light. His body
sagged sideways and he turned slowly over on his face---. 
Returning from a great Yule feast, they found him there dead. 
"See" Trond said to Gunnar, "a spring is here that never was here before, clear
water welling up like baby's fist, strange!!" They looked back at Coul's serene dead
face. "Maybe" said Gunnar "the spring is Coul's gift, the Trolls did not let him have
his Church, they killed Ulf, now they've killed him too, but they were not able to
hinder him giving us this spring. If Coul gave it it must be good for he was a good
man" said Trond,

Legend and superstition still prevents the stones of Glatnakirk being re-used.

Ref: Cluness. Andrew T. 'Told Round the Peat Fire', 1955, Publisher: Robert Hale
Ltd., 63 Brompton Road, S.W.7 London

 

Built: 12th century 
St. Olaf's Chapel

Notes: This is an aerial view of the old chapel site near the shore of Uyea Isle.

Notes: This is what remains of the 'Auld Kirk' building today .

Unst (Uyea Isle) Chapel
Approx. 125
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Pre-Reformation Chapel 
Built: Thought to date back to the late Norse period, around the 12th century 

 

These elongated, horizontal grave markers which are carved on the top with a
cross, running the full length of the slab, are thought to date back to approx. A.D.
1300.

Unst (Framgord)
Approx. 126
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Location : Baltasound, Unst 
Established: 1910

Notes: Large numbers of Scandinavian fishermen used to visit Shetland and In
1910 visiting Swedish fishermen erected their own Kirk in Baltasound, the first such
Kirk built outside Sweden. It was a tin building built from corrugated iron, like many
of the buildings erected during Baltasound's herring boom. Once the fishermen
stopped visiting it fell into disuse, however it was eventually taken over by Duncan
Sandison to store his collection of old Shetland boats. The building blew down in
the 'hurricane' of New Years day 1992, damaging some of the stored boats. The
Unst Boat Haven was built as a result, while this memorial stone was erected to
mark the position and site of the Kirk.

Unst (Swedish Kirk, Baltasound)
127
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Location: Orgill 
Established: in Sinclair Thomson's lifetime. Sinclair, 'The Shetland Apostle', died at
Spiggie on 8th July 1864. 

 
The text below this picture reads, 
"Alex. D Arthur in the Lunnasting Pulpit from where he preached many a sermon. 

The photo above is of a womens auxiliary outing from Dunrossness

Current use or state: Private dwelling house 

 
Notes: John A. Leslie conducted the last service here on 4th May 1997. 
From 1997 the Vidlin Family History Group had its headquarters here and then
around 2012 it was converted to a dwelling house.

Vidlin (Lunnasting Baptist Church)
Approx. 128
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Voe 

Address: Tagon 
Built: 1714 
Current use or state: Ruin 
Notes:

Voe (Olnafirth old Church)
Approx. 129
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Walls Free C.O.S. 

 

 

 
Address: Bruntskerry 
Built: 1844, in 1885 the state of the church was described as being in a dilapidated
and unsanitary condition. 
It was repaired and re-opened on 26th September 1897 
Current use or state: Derelict 
Notes: It is said the stones for this church were carried by horses from the other
side of Walls and that the local community set aside one day a week when all who
were able would turn their hand to building. 
Ref. Local Knowledge 
John Elder, minister of Walls, "came out" in 1843. The church and manse were built
in 1844. After Mr. Elder's retirement in 1858, occasional supply was provided until
1864 when another minister was settled. In 1896 the congregation was placed
under the superintendence of an ordained minister. 
Membership: 1848, 106; 1900, 102. 
Source: Annals of the Free Church of Scotland, 1843–1900, ed. Rev. William Ewing,
D.D., 2 vols. pub. 1914. Film #918572. More details may be given in the source.

Walls (Free)
Approx. 130
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Walls Roman Catholic meeting house 

 
Address: Attached to the Hostel 
Built: 
Current use or state: Now a ruin. 
Notes:

Walls (Roman Catholic)
Approx. 131
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Walls Congregational church

 
Address: 
Built: 1812 
Current use or state: Private dwelling house 
Notes: Was for a time the original Walls Bakery and prior to that a knitwear factory. 
The last Church service held here was in November 1965. 
The Pulpit Bible from here was gifted to the Reawick Congregational Church.

[Letter by James Abernethy to John Hay, 27 Belhaven Terrace, Glasgow,
concerning plea for funding for Pastor’s salary.

J & T Abernethy, Merchants, Browster, Bridge-of –Walls, Shetland. 30th Janyary
1899

Dear Sir. 
I humbly beg to say that I the undersigned are at this time secretary of the Cong’l
Church at Walls in Shetland. 
The said Church has been without a Pastor for the last ten months, but the pulpit
has been well supplied from the Union. 
The Parish of Walls are in general very poor and heavily burdened, and is without
any public works whereby money can be obtained, and is mostly dependent on
the fishing for a livelihood. 
We are about to call a Pastor for this Church, but the Union can only give us a
Grant of £60 Stg which is about £15 short of previous years, and will only give the
above Grant on condition that the Church can raise £49 Stg towards the Pastors
salary to make it £100 per annum. 
The members of the Church are mostly composed of small crofters and fishermen,
and it is impossible for the Church to raise the required funds for this first year
1899, without outside help. 
This Church has participated from the Ferguson Bequest Fund, in recent years, for
enlargement and also repairs, and now being on a very strait with our financial
funds, I hereby beg to bring our case before your notice and approbation, as
being the representative of the Cong’l, Churches, on the board of trustees. 
This Church dates back to 1812, and is one of the oldest in Shetland. 
We would require to raise from the Church at least £60 Stg this year to keep our
funds clear, and will be grateful of the smallest donation which your Honours may
be pleased to confer. 
The Church are at present in view of a Pastor which is a man who is endowed with
the Spirit of Grace, and would revive the Church worthy of a name, if we can
secure his services. For reference please apply J.R. Sandilands Esq., Cong’l Union
of Scotland, Glasgow. 
Meantime I have the honour to be Sir your most obedient Serv’t. Jas. Abernethy,
30th January 1899.] (60) 
Ref: (60) Shetland Archives, Ref: No. D39/6/1/2/4

Walls (Congregational)
Approx. 132
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Walls Independent Meeting House 

 
Address: Dale of Walls 
Built: 
Current use or state: Shed 
Notes:

Walls (Independent Meeting House)
Approx. 133
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Weisdale Ammos Kirk 

 

 
Address: 
Built: Pre-Reformation 
Current use or state: Remnant in Churchyard 
"Adjoining Mr Ross's house is our Lady's Kirk which for a century after the abolition
of Popery was, even while in ruins was still visited by the vulgar.*** Even at the
present day (1822), when the building is almost razed to the ground, the anxious
fisherman still occasionally drops a pecuniary offering among its loose fragments. 
The present incumbent of the united parishes, writing in 1841, with reference to the
votive origin of the church, tells us that " there is a tradition regarding the building
of it still firmly believed in by the superstitious of the islanders. Two wealthy sisters,
having encountered a storm off the coast of Shetland, vowed to our Lady that if
she would bring them safe to land, they would erect a church to her on the first
spot they reached. They landed at Weisdale and immediately commenced
building the church and each morning when the masons came to work they found
as many stones ready quarried as they needed for that day. 
One of the elders of the church, who lately lived in the neighbourhood, used to
gather up the offerings and put them in the poor's box" (31)

Ref: (31) Muir, Thomas Scott (1885, rev 2013). Ecclesiological Notes on Some of the
Islands of Scotland. England: HardPress Publishing.

Weisdale (Ammos Kirk)
Approx. 134
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Address: North side of Symbister 
Built: 

 

 
Current use or state: 
Notes: Originally started to be built as a public hall, this building ran out of funds.
The Kirk gave funds to finish the build on condition that the Kirk had free use of it.
So it was!

 

Address: Isbister 
Built:

Current use or state: Converted and extended for use as the public hall for this
area. 
Notes: Was this a Church or a School?

Whalsay (Mission Hall)
Approx. 135

Whalsay (Isbister)
Approx. 136
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Address: Symbister 
Built:

 
Current use or state: Part shed, Part ruin 
Notes: A local man can remember there being a pulpit in one end of this building.
More recently it was divided up into four units to temporarily house individual
families.

 

Whiteness Congregational Chapel 

 
Address: Wormadale (Nr junction to South Whiteness) 
Built and established: 1851 
Current use or state: A crofting outhouse 
Notes: From an article held in 'The Shetland Archives' on the re-openining of the
Scalloway Congregational Church (The Shetland Times 30/07/1904) 
" In 1865 Mr Samuel Sinclair, the father of the respected minister of the Reawick
Congregational Church, became pastor of the Congregational Chapel at
Whiteness, the members there having originally been connected with Sullom and
Scalloway. 
After a short pastorate of two years he died and the church never had another
settled pastor and at last it ceased to exist, but I'm inclined to think that to
Whiteness belongs the unique distinction of having Independence within its
borders at least 60yrs before its time. 
Having had occasion recently to make inquiries as to the contents of the fue
charter under which the present chapel is held, I found there were two fue
charters in existence the present one dated 1851 and a former one dated 1747
exactly 52yrs before the Haldane's visited Shetland. 
It is very remarkable to find traces of Congregationalism so early and so in
advance not only of the establishment of Independence in Shetland, but in
Scotland as well and I should dearly like to know the history of that early church
and how it came to be planted there".

Whalsay (Symbister Meeting House)
Approx. 137

Whiteness (Congregational)
Approx. 138



176

 

Whiteness St Ola's 

 
Address: Loch of Strom, Whiteness 
Built: 1722 
Current use or state: Private dwelling house. 
Notes: It is said that this church was built out of the stones from 'Blacks Castle' the
remnant of which can still be seen, on a little island in the loch of Strom, just
offshore from the church. 
In the churchyard here in 1938 were found, in a stone lined grave, a ninth century
iron axe-head along with a cross-shaft of grey sandstone. This may have been the
grave of a Viking who in spite of being Christian wanted to take something with
him in his grave, ( a throwback to his Norse pagan beliefs ). 
There is reference to this find in the historical overview section of this timeline

 

Whiteness (Ebenezer Hall) Taing, (Brethren) 

 
Built: 1890's 
Current use or state; Workshed 
Notes: Leader at the time was Andy Leask, Cogtoon, Stromness, Whiteness. 
Thomas Williamson, Taing, Whiteness, was approached for land - he was in
agreement on condition that he got the contract to draw plans and build - in the
meantime he went down south to work while the money was being raised. 
On his return the building was up - as enough money was raised, hence no title
deeds - the building reverted back to the landowner when it ceased as a place of
worship.

 

Yell: C.O.S. 

Whiteness (St. Ola's)
Approx. 139

Whiteness (Taing
Approx. 140

Yell (Sellafirth)
Approx. 141
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Address: Sellafirth 
Built: 
Notes: Was a 'Free' Church but passed to the Church of Scotland following the
union of 1929. 
Refurbished between 1974-78 thanks to the enthusiastic dedication of The Rev'd
Maggie Williamson ( then a lay Missionary) and a band of supporters and helpers. 
The official closure service was jointly conducted on the 5th June 2011 by The
Rev'd Maggie Williamson and The Rev'd David Cooper.

Notes: The plaque above reads. 
"The bell of this Church was erected by the congregation and friends to the glory
of God and in loving memory of Reverend J.H. Allan who was a faithful Minister
here from 1880-1899. 
[ Building of the Sellafirth Kirk Manse was apparently very much a communal
effort. Local men flitted building shingle by boat from the North Ayres of Cunnister
and landed it on the shore below the Manse. The women then carried the shingle
on their backs up the steep Lee of Sellafirth. 
When the construction of the Manse was finished it was expected that all who
took part would be given a dram as was the custom. No dram was forthcoming. 
One old lady who had taken part in the building was not amused about the lack of
the customary dram and layer a curse on the Manse; She said "he wis bigged dry
so he'll sit weet" 
The Sellafirth Manse has always been plagued with damp from that day to this.

There was another building (fairly recently demolished) used as a place of worship
and that was the Sellafirth Church Hall which stood between the Sellafirth Kirk and
the Manse. It was used for 'Assemblies of God' meetings by Magnie Doull in the
1960's] (139) 
Ref: (139) Grateful thanks to Allen Fraser for responding with the information
above.
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Yell: Ruin in Churchyard 'St John's'

 
Address: Reafirth, Mid-Yell  
Built: Pre-Reformation 
Notes:

 

Yell: Methodist (Chapel-background, Manse Foreground ) 

Address: Gardie Mid-Yell  
Built: 1858 
Notes: In the 1960's, on the opposite side of the road and a little way down the hill,
there was an 'Assemblies of God' meeting place. Their first Preacher was Magnie
Doull.

Yell 'Mid-Yell'
Approx. 142

Yell (Methodist)
Approx. 143
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Yell: ( Red shed or Tin Kirk ) United Free

Congregation prior to it's closure 

Address: Dalsetter 
Built: Thought to have been built as a place of worship around 1932 and to have
been used as such 'till approx. 1955 
Notes: Now just a rusty shed 
. 
In 1929 the United Free Church became united with the Church of Scotland,
however a minority of the congregation of the former United Free Sellafirth Kirk
objected strongly enough to this union that they left the now Church of Scotland
Sellafirth Kirk and built the ‘Tin Kirk’ at the head of Basta Voe in about 1932, so that
they could continue to worship as a United Free congregation. As a result the
West Yell minister served the ‘Tin Kirk’, and Mr Robert Waugh who came to West
Yell as lay missionary in October 1931 and was ordained on 14th January 1932 was
the first to do so. The Home Area Committee reported that a motor cycle and side-
car had been purchased for his use. Mr Waugh was a young married man, and
stayed for about two years before being moved to Sandwick U.F. Church.

 

 
Built: A foundation stone set into the boundary wall of this Church is dated 24th
July 1900 
Location: Burravoe  
Current use or state: Private dwelling house 
Notes:

Yell (Tin Kirk or Red Shed)
Approx. 144

Yell (Burravoe Methodist Chapel
Conversion)
Approx. 145
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Built: 1827 

 

 
Around the beginning of the 20th century this old chapel was struggling as
Burravoe turned its face from the sea to the land. Those folk who used to come by
sea and sail or row up to the head of the Voe no longer came as newer and closer
Chapels were within easier reach were opening. Its remote position, improved
transport by road, and the unpredictability of transport by small boat into the Voe
and competition from other Churches, all probably contributed to the demise of
this little Chapel. 
The last resident minister was the Rev'd William Langridge who served from 1845-
1854. By 1876? (possibly 1866) the four room manse was reported to be "very
ruinous" and the state of the Chapel itself, exposed to all weathers was giving rise
for concern. It was re-roofed in 1870 but a decline in congregation numbers set in
over the next decades and it finally closed its doors in 1900 
Ref: Grateful thanks to Roger Randle for the above information.

 

Built: Date uncertain, but assuming its original purpose was as a 'Free' Kirk it would
have been after the 1843 'Disruption' 
A record does exist of a Mary Ann Gough being born in the 'Free' Church Manse
at Clothan in 1888. 
Location: 'Clothan', north of Ulsta. 
Current use or state: Private dwelling house

Yell (Burravoe Old Methodist Chapel)
Approx. 146

Yell ('Free' C.O.S.)
Approx. 147
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Built: 
Current use or state: Private dwelling house.

 

 
Built: Build date uncertain but this building was part of a barn adjoining Seafield
House and was gifted to the North-a-Voe community as a meeting house possibly
around 1868. 
This meeting place was to be non-denominational, available to any who wished to
worship there. To this end a four week rota was worked out whereby the first
Sunday each month was allocated to the United Free Ministry, the second to the
Church of Scotland, the third to the Methodists and the fourth to whosoever
wished to use it. The Salvation Army often used this fourth Sunday. 
Ref: Grateful thanks to Roger Randle for the above information.

Yell (West Sandwick)
Approx. 148

Yell (Mission Hall)
Approx. 149



182

 

Notes: Started life as an independent chapel, (the date panel above the door
reads 1855) then became, unofficially, and by default, a Methodist Chapel. 
It seems to have had a short life as a Chapel. A well established Church of
Scotland nearby and the loss of George Moar and his brothers (stalwarts of the
Chapel) in a boating accident were possibly contributing factors in its demise. 
Around 1912 the Chapel was converted into a public hall, the lean-to on the side of
the original Chapel, giving it its lopsided appearance, might have been a Vestry or
meeting room. At the conversion it was to become the cloakroom and toilets (said
to be the first public building in rural Shetland to have an indoor flushing toilet). 
 
Possibly last used for worship around 1912. 
Current use or State: The Cullivoe Galley-Shed 
Ref: Grateful thanks to Roger Randle for the above information

 

Built: 14th Century, in use until around 1750. 
Notes: The story goes that the Dutchman 'Meez Keeze' (not sure of the spelling of
his name), the man building this church, fell from the roof and broke his neck. He is
said to have been the first person to be buried in the Churchyard.

Yell (Galley shed Cullivoe)
Approx. 150

Yell (St. Olafs Breckon)
Approx. 151
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Pre-existing Church and Chapel sites (by district Alphabetically)

 

Built: Around 1912. 
Notes: It suffered extensive damage in the storm of 31st Dec. 1991 (or sometime
early in the morning of the following day) 1st Jan. 1992 
Sometime later it was sold and became a dwelling house.

Yell (C.O.S. The Herra)
Approx. 152

 

Cunningsburgh. 
"At a distance of a few hundred yards east from the now disused 'United
Free/Church of Scotland' Mail's Ayre there existed a much older Church. 
Sometime during the 1570's this Sacred edifice fell into decay and became a victim
of desecration. 
This desecration appears to have become a matter of notoriety and at a court held
(probably at Cross Kirk on the sands at Quendale) on 7th July 1603, by Mr John
Dishington, deputy for Earl Patrick Stewart, the following judgement was
pronounced: 
"David Leslie to mak repentance for misusing the Kirk at Cunnisburghe" 
"It is tryit that David Leslie hes maist schamefullie misusit the Kirk of Cunnisbrughe
and placeit his guides theirinto, makin the semen ane kow byre, for the quhilk he
is decernit to make his repentance in the presence of the Minister and haill
Congregationne on Sonday nixt in sackclayth, and farder to pay xl s. to the King
for his offence. And forder ordainis the haill commonis to upmak their kirk dikes
lawful within the space of one moneth, ilk personn under the paine of xl Li." -----
Court book of Orkney and Shetland, General Register House, Edinburgh" (33)

Ref: (33) Goudie, Gilbert (1904) page 68. The Celtic and Scandinavian Antiquities of
Shetland. England: Publisher unknown.

 

The Royal Commission on the Ancient Monuments of Scotland. 
Twelfth Report with an inventory of the Ancient Monuments of Orkney and
Shetland. 
Volume 3 ' INVENTORY OF SHETLAND' 
Published by H.M. Stationery Office, Edinburgh 
1946 
Hereafter referred to as R.C.A.M.S.

 

Bixter 
An independent meeting house once stood on the site which is now "Nicolson
Motor Garage" in Bixter. 
[ Built sometime after 1808 but still not fitted out by 1838, fell into disrepair and
closed for worship 1846-1856,it was then restored, fitted up and reopened for
worship ] (32)

Ref: (32) McNaughton, Dr. William D. (2005). Early Congregational Independence
in Shetland. England: Publisher unknown.

Cunningsburgh
4 ad

R.C.A.M.S
1

Bixter
2
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Bressay: 
At Gungstie on Noss, Bressay, slabs remain from a chapel site last used for the
burial of victims of a shipwreck in 1870. 
R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No.1110

And at Kirkabister once stood 'St. John's' Chapel and Burial ground. Nothing really
remains of the site but their outline is still distinguishable close to the South
margin of a peat- road leading to the hill and a short distance to the South of the
little township. 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1104

 

At Bigga (Delting) there is the ruin of a Chapel in a Graveyard
Ref. R.A.C.M.S Cat. No. 1134

At Laxobigging there once was a Chapel 
Ref. R.A.C.M.S Cat. No. 1128

At Calback is evidence that a Chapel and Burial ground once existed 
Ref. R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No.1129

At Dale, it is recorded that, a Chapel and Burial ground once existed 
Ref. R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No.1130

 

[In the late 15th century a so-named 'College Church' is thought to have existed its
site probably near to the New Hall. It is thought to have been dedicated to St.
Matthew.

There is also a strong tradition of an exclesiastical site at Tolob/Toab, possibly
dedicated to St. Barnabas. 
There is a line of tradition that says this site may have been dedicated to St.
Bartholomew and denominationally Episcopalian.

A further tradition tells of a Chapel at Clumlie beleived to have been at a site
called Kurkifield.

A Chapel is also thought to have existed near the graveyard at Levenwick but it is
more likely to have been sited at Everton which is now built over with dwelling
houses.] (34)

Ref. (34) Irvine, James W., The Dunrossness Story, 1987, Shetland Publishing
Company, Page 64

On Fair Isle  
Near Kirk Geo, a small place of worship seems to have existed on the island from
early times, its dedication is not known but it produced a small revenue known as
'St. Peters Stouk' 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No. 1203

 

A Chapel and burial ground is said to have existed in Fladdabister, the site
uncertain. 
Ref. R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No. 1183

 

G: Gulberwick 
Chapels known to have existed in and around Gulberwick. 
[ A Chapel and burial ground at Wick, down in the centre of the township.
R.A.C.M.S Cat.No.1253 
A Chapel at Trebister, on the East side. R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No.1254 
A chapel and burial ground at Brindister. R.A.C.M.S.Cat. No.1255 
A Chapel and burial ground at Easter Quarff. R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No.1256 
A Chapel and burial ground at Upper Sound, near the 'Sands of Sound' R.A.C.M.S.
Cat. No.1257 ] (35)

Ref: (35) R.C.A.M.S."

Bressay
3

Delting
5

Dunrossness
6

Fladdabister
7

Gulberwick
8

http://cat.no/
http://r.a.c.m.s.cat/
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Hillswick 
The original church at Hillswick stood in the round churchyard on the north shore
of the ayre. Named The Church of St Magnus it was used as a place of worship
until the new Church was built in 1869 
R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No. 1381

 

Ireland (Bigton) 
On the Mainland, across from St Ninians Isle, once stood one of three towered
Churches, reputedly gifted to Shetland by three Norwegian sisters, the other two
Churches being St Lawrence at Papil Burra and St Magnus at Tingwall. 
This Towered Church at Ireland has been entirely demolished, but the site is
believed to have been immediately behind some old cottages at the N.W.corner of
the township.  
"Southward from Maweek lyes an hill called Ireland Head, from which towards
South-East lyes a village called Ireland, where stand the Walls and Steeple of an
Old Kirk. This is beleived to have been the said Towered Kirk" (36).

Ref: (36) Sibbald, Robert (1711). A description of the Isles of Shetland. England:
Publisher unknown.

And from the notebook of Gilbert Goudie, part of the Reid Tait collection held in
"The Shetland Archives" -- 
--"My grandmother saw a steeple standing - consisting of four pillars supporting a
converging arch upon which a round tower rose. 
The then laird of Bigton gave orders to undermine it as it was becoming
dangerous. 
It fell, and some of the houses of Ireland were built out of it , and every stone
gradually disappeared. (notebook entry, Aug. 28th 1874).

 

Two Chapels are known to have previously existed in North Nesting, one at
Laxfirth 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1304 
The other at Kirkabister 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1305

And at Garth, a Chapel and memorial slab which formerly stood in the Churchyard 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1281

 

At Houll, North Roe a Chapel once stood within the Churchyard, but no remains
can now be traced. 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1379

At South Gluss, Ollaberry there was once a Chapel and Burial ground  
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1380

At North side of 'Burn of Tingon' there was once a Chapel. 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1382

At Northa House, Hill of Ure there is evidence that a Chapel and Burial ground
once existed. 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1383

 

Location: Oligarth. 
Only the outline of this chapel foundations can still be seen. 
Local knowledge has it that there was still a roof on it in the first of the 1880's 
Thought to have been built around 1838

 

Quendale (Dunrossness) Cross Kirk, the Parish Church of Dunrossness

[ The earliest known Parish Church in Dunrossness was the Cross Kirk, located to
the north of the Bay of Quendale and Quendale Sand, and generally to the east of
the present day Quendale Farm buildings. Cruciform in structure, from which it's
name is believed to have derived, it is also believed to have lent it's name to one
of the later cleared crofting townships a little way to the south west Corston

Hillswick
9

Ireland 'Bigton'
Approx. 10

Nesting
11

Northmavine
12

Papa Stour (Methosist)
13

Quendale
Approx. 14
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of the, later cleared, crofting townships a little way to the south-west, Corston
(Township of the Cross), which was located just to the east of Garth.

A stone walled building, it is known to have existed before 1506, as in that year in
his Will Sir David Sinclair of Sumburgh bequeathed 1/3 of his black velvet cloak to
the Cross Kirk, and 2/3 to the Tingwall Kirk. The Cross Kirk was the church for the
whole parish of Dunrossness, which included Sandwick and Cunningsburgh, Fair
Isle becoming part of the parish in 1700.

George Low was also to record a comment during his visit in 1774. This was during
the period that the problems of blowing sand, which was to prove the demise of
the estate belonging to the Sinclair of Brew family, were at their height. Therefore
unsurprisingly his commentary deals almost exclusively with the problems caused,
including the undermining of the foundations of the Cross Kirk, the exposure of
human remains in the adjoining kirkyard, and the penetration of sand in to the
building, it is said covering any flat surface, and making holding services difficult
on particularly windy days.

The Sinclair family who owned the Quendale Estate, were really opposed to the
Presbyterian church and made life difficult for the ministers of the Cross Kirk. The
Rev John Mill commenced as minister in 1742 and was still there at his death in
1803.

During the early years he had a running battle with the major landowner, Robert
Sinclair of Quendale. Sinclair and most of the major landowners were of the
Episcopalian Church whilst the Rev. Mill was a Presbyterian. At one time, from 1745
to about 1750, Rev. Mill was prevented from using the old and dilapidated Cross
Kirk Church at Quendale. This was because Robert Sinclair was a Jacobite and
stated that Mill would be praying against his (Sinclair's) King.

At the commencement of Rev. John Mill's ministry in 1742 the Cross Kirk was
without any form of seating, the congregation probably simply stood during
services. However, a large timber laden Norwegian ship in passage to Ireland
drove from anchor and wrecked in the Bay of Quendale. The Rev Mill saw this as a
kindly act of God, and part of the salvage was promptly put to use in providing
pews for the Kirk, and a Manse for himself, which is recorded as having been built
in 1751 and furnished out the following year. .

Later, in 1752, Rev. Mill's newly built house was mysteriously burnt down. During
this period Sinclair, who collected the tithes, refused to pay Mill a regular stipend.

However, Mill built a replacement Manse costing some £200 at his own expense.
The exact site at Skelberry of Mill's Manse, and whether it still exists is not known.
A new Manse was erected at Skelberry early in the 19th Century sometime shortly
after Mill's death, which was refurbished and extended in 1862-63 and remained in
use until the 1980's when it was sold to become the private dwelling it is today.
The Manse was replaced by a much smaller modern house, also at Skelberry,
which remained in use for around ten years before it too was sold to become a
private dwelling, when reorganisation of local kirk staff saw a greater
amalgamation of duties with those for the Sandwick district, and the Minister
covering both areas residing there.

The estate belonging to the Sinclair of Quendale family was placed in
sequestration in 1749, and was finally sold in 1766. John Bruce (1) of the Bruce of
Sumburgh family, and Andrew John Grierson purchased most of the bankrupt
Sinclair of Quendale family estate in 1766.  
By 1789 the Cross Kirk had deteriorated in to a very poor state of repair and had
been condemned twice. John Mill was very keen to see a new Kirk built, but
initially John Bruce (2) and Andrew Grierson, were only willing to patch up the old
building, citing John Bruce (2)'s financial state as the reason.

However, agreement was finally reached, and the present day Dunrossness Kirk
(popularly known as Da Muckle Kirk) was completed in 1791. The building, it is said,
was completed in a three month period between "voar and hairst" (June to August)
entirely by the labour of the parishioners. It is believed a number of gravestones
from the Kirkyard at the Cross Kirk were subsequently removed and re-erected in
the Kirkyard at the present day Dunrossness Kirk. Whether any of these still
remain there is unknown, as a number of older un-inscribed, illegible and broken
gravestones are known to have been removed and disposed of over the years.

The Cross Kirk also had a bell, however during John Mill's tenure, in 1765, it was
removed and sent to be melted down to raise funds. ] (37)
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] ( )

Ref: (37) Transcribed from www.shetlopedia.com. (2011). Cross Kirk, the Parish
Church of Dunrossness. Available: Bill Burgar Family Tree Site. Last accessed
18/01/2015.

 

Aithsting, Uyeasound, a Chapel and Burial ground  
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1462

Aith, Biggings, a Chapel and Burial-ground  
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1463

At Wester-Skeld, a Chapel 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1465

At Gruting, St. Mary's Chapel 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1466

 

Tingwall 
A Chapel is thought to have existed on a small promontory of land which juts out
into the Tingwall Loch immediately below Kirkasetter. 
R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No.1526

 

Trondra 
Crossing the bridge from East Voe, Scalloway, a few hundred yards along and to
the right of the main road at Cutts Trondra there was once a small chapel. 
R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No.1534

Burra (west) Southerhouse A Chapel 
On the East side of the public road, between the houses and garden enclosures of
the small townships of Brough and Southerhouse, is a vacant space which is
reputed to be the site of an old Chapel.No traces of the building can now be
discerned. 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1276

 

Tumlin (Bixter) 
Just off to the right of the dead-end of the Tumlin road is said to be the remnant of
a Roman Catholic Church 
R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No.1464

 

At Bartle's Kirk, Norwick in the vegetable garden of a farmhouse there is a set of
four upright boulders, averaging about 3ft in height and 1ft/8ins in cross section,
which stand in two groups 19ft apart, the distance between the first pair being
8ft/2in. And between the second pair 5ft, this is thought to be the remains of a
Church 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No 1577 
And at Colvadale, evidence of a Chapel, no remains traceable. 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1578

 

According to the O.S. map a Chapel once stood on the south side of the road to
Vidlin, but local residents say that it was on the north side. 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1302

At Kirkabister, Vidlin Voe there is evidence that a Chapel and Burial ground once
existed 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1303

And at 'Chapel Knowe', a rocky grass covered knoll on the narrow isthmus
between East and West Lunna voes, some slight remains exist of an ancient
Chapel. 
Although this site is identified upon the O.S. map as that of a monastery, it has
yielded up pieces of early Iron Age pottery and must therefore be considered as
being of Pre-Historic origin. 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1280

Sandsting
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Tingwall
Approx. 16

Trondra and Burra Isle
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Voe 
A Roman Catholic Chapel and burial-ground are known to have existed across the
burn, opposite Kirkhouse, Lower Voe. 
Ref. Local knowledge

 

Wadbister 
A chapel and burial ground once stood about 150-200yrds W.N.W. of the old
dwelling houses at Wadbister. 
R.A.C.M.S. Cat. No. 1523

 

The following are recorded in R.C.A.M.S. 
At Norby, a Chapel 'St. Ninian' Cat. No.1667. 
At Kirkigarth, a Chapel and Burial ground R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1668 
At Briebister, a Chapel and Burial ground , R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1669 
At Setter, a Chapel and Burial ground ,R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1670 
At Footabrough, a Chapel, R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1671 
At Upperdale, a Chapel R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1672

 

At Inner Holm of Shaw, a Chapel in ruins 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1337

At Isbister a Chapel and Burial ground .  
Local oral tradition says that the present day dwelling house at Nisthoose is built
over the site of this chapel. 
It is reported that part of a small bronze bell was found in the ruins of a Chapel at
Isbister, presumably this site is the one spoken of. 
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1338

At Symbister, a Chapel and Burial ground  
R.C.A.M.S. Cat. No.1339

At Kirk-Ness, a Church 
R.C.A..M.S. Cat. No.1340

 

At 'North Kirk Geo', A Chapel and burial-ground thought to have fallen into disuse
around the time of the Reformation.

At 'Ulsta', A Pre-Reformation Chapel and Burial -ground.

At 'West Sandwick', A Chapel and Burial-ground. No trace remains of the Chapel,
the Burial-ground is still in use.

At 'Windhouse', A Chapel and Grave-yard.

At 'Kirkabister', A Chapel and Burial-ground.

At 'Kirks' Gloup, A Chapel and Burial-ground. 
No trace remains of either but in the past, crofters have hit Gravestones and
turned up bones while ploughing. 
The site is known to have been behind the existing row of dwelling houses.

Ref: The information above on the Chapels of Yell was obtained from- www.scotlan
dsplaces.gov.uk

 

Further and more detailed descriptions of pre-existing Churches and Chapels can
be found by reading: 
"Medieval Churches and Chapels of Shetland" by R.G.Cant 1975 
"Ecclesiological Sketches" by Muir 
"Ruined Churches in Shetland" by Sir Henry Dryden 
"Royal Commission on the Ancient Monuments of Scotland- Twelfth report-
Volume 3- Inventory of Shetland" 1946. 
And www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk

Voe
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Some Shetland Quirkie Kirk'ie Stories
In this final little section we hope we manage to leave you with a smile or two. If
we can put a smile on your face you've been blessed.

All the illustrations to the stories which follow are the inspired work of Julie
Dennyson. 
Julie has written and illustrated two children books of her own.

Contact her:- email----- julie090995@hotmail.co.uk

 

"In the 1790’s, among the Lerwegians who had animals on the Sound scattald was
Jock Murray, the joiner. He had a cow, and while it is certain that Jock was a well-
known personality in the town, it can also be said that his cow was almost as well-
known as her owner. Her predaceous habits had gained for her an unenviable
notoriety. Nothing came amiss in the way of a meal for Jocks cow, and anything
from a baand o’ dowd pilticks to a washin’ o’ klaes was devoured with as much
relish as though they were so many fresh cabbage or turnips. 
Cows are not generally regarded as possessing a very high level of intelligence,
but Jock’s cow was an exception. Every Sunday morning when the bell in the
Tollbooth called the people to worship, no matter where she might be, she at once
made a bee-line for the North Kirk Kloss, for she well knew that the gate of the
Kirkyard would be open and she could go in and graze on the rich long grass
which grew on the graves. 
One Sunday morning in summer the day was so fine that the Church doors were
left open ( The old Kirk o’ Lerwick, now the Masonic Hall ), and bovine curiosity
prompted the cow to investigate.

The floor of the Church was practically on the same level as the ground outside,
and as there was no porch or vestibule, all she had to do was to stick her head in
the doorway. She did this and gazed placidly around.  
The venerable minister of the Church, Mr Menzies, was reading a lesson and, of
course, saw this strange addition to his hearers. He hesitated just a second or two
and then continued reading. The congregation, with their backs to the door, were
unaware of the cow, but Tammy Brock, the Kirk officer who was seated, as the
custom was then, in the Lattern ( a seat below the pulpit facing the door and used
also by the precentor ) saw her.  
Livid with indignation that the House of God should be desecrated by a beast of
the field, he sprang to his feet and, to the consternation and amazement of the
congregation, shook his fist furiously at the offending animal-------“ OOT YE B****“,
bellowed Tammy. 
Tammy seems to have been a bit of a ‘character' according to some stories.
Elected Sexton and Beadle in 1799, he dressed in a black suit, knee breeches,
black stockings and a tall hat. On Sunday mornings he carried the Bible from the
Minister’s house at the Fort, and was followed shortly after by the Minister, who in
fair weather was always dressed in gown and bands ere leaving his house. On
one occasion at an evening service Tammy was engaged in lighting the candles
after the larger part of the congregation had assembled. The candles turned out to
be too large for the sconces and, there being no knife to hand, Tammy at once
proceeded to thin down the candles with his teeth." (1)

Jock Murray's Cow
Approx. 2001

mailto:julie090995@hotmail.co.uk
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Ref: (1) Tait, E.S.Reid, ‘A Lerwick Miscellany’, 1955, Published by ‘The Shetland
Times Ltd. Lerwick’

 

"Several causes contributed to good attendance at Church. As the people lived in
seven or eight separate districts ( of Whalsay ), an opportunity was afforded for
friends and relatives for seeing and talking to each other for a few minutes before
the service. There were few opportunities here of meeting for amusement such as
exists in other places. The Church was the only place which the young women
had of displaying their finery.  
Their earnings at making kelp and knitting were for the most part expended in
Lerwick, and it was only at Church that those articles of dress, which are the pride
and the envy of the female mind, could be exhibited. And to do them justice, there
the young women of the place appeared tastefully and even elegantly attired. 
On one occasion I remember some of them being adorned in a rather curious and
conspicuous way. A young man who had been a chief officer on a steamer in
China on the Yangtre-Kiang came home to see his friends. He had brought various
curiosities and presents with him. When at Aden he had purchased a quantity of
beautiful ostrich feathers, these he distributed among his female relatives, who of
course stuck them into their bonnets and appeared in Church wearing them. But
at all times, it was wonderful to see how the latest fashions from Edinburgh,
closely protected during the week from smoke in trunks, were brought out on the
Sabbath day to dazzle and captivate admirers. 
While these secondary causes contributed to Church attendance, I have reason to
believe that higher motives were the prevailing cause!" (2)

Ref: (2) Russel, Rev. John, ‘Three Years in Shetland’ 1887, Published by ‘Alexander
Gardner, Paisley; and 12 Paternoster Row, London’

Ostrich Feathers in Whalsay
2002



191

 

"On Sunday 6th July 1823 I preached from Colossians Ch.1 V12. The room was full.
At 2pm I went to Sound ( in Lerwick ). Preached from 2Peter, Ch.3 V9. It was a
cottage. We entered it by a long, narrow passage, dark and dirty. This was covered
in and served for more houses than one. 
We went into the house through a low door. The house was full of smoke. A peat
fire in rather one end of the place, but not so near the end but people might sit all
around, for which they had benches fixed. No chimney, but a round hole in the
thatch, to let out the smoke and let in the light. There was no window, but as this
one hole was found not enough, another was made 8 or 10 feet from it. I saw no
furniture, but two homely made chairs, one small low table, five or six chests or
boxes. Here I had to preach. The people came, sat around the place, and some on
the floor. The fire was put out. The smoke soon found its way out, but there was 'a
dog, 3 cats, and 2 hens' by the hearth.  
They disagreed or were disturbed. In the uproar they raised such a cloud of ashes
as to completely darken the place, and showered us all in dust, but this none of us
minded much. 
After preaching was over I spoke to them individually. 
In addition to the aforementioned I found '2 calves' in the house. They were very
quiet. I knew nothing of them until the people were gone" (3)

Ref: (3) Lewis, Rev. John, from his Shetland Journal 1823-1825, edited by Harold R.
Bowes and published under the title ‘Two Calves in the House’ by Shetland
Amenity Trust, Lerwick 2005

 

[As already noted, earlier is this book, people around Shetland had little respect
for the Pre-Reformation Church. The fact that all services were carried out in Latin
imparted a feeling of the unknown to the commoner, which closely affiliated itself
to the wicked superstitious beliefs of the day, and any Church at any time might
feature, as Kirk Alloa did, and harbour within its walls all that was evil. The Kirk at
Tingwall did not avoid this suspicion either, for we find that a very courageous man
is dared to enter it at midnight and remove certain bones from the vault beneath
the Church. 
When Sinclair of Brough returned to Shetland on one occasion after paying a visit
to the mainland, he had with him a man that had saved his life, Robert Finlayson,
and, in payment for this great service, Sinclair gave Finlayson the lands of Dury in
North Nesting, which extended right up to the head of the valley, the lands now
known as the Burns and Arae. But after Sinclair had lived in the tranquillity of
Nesting for a time he began to reflect on his own generosity, thinking perhaps he
had been too kind and feeling that he would like to have his lands back. 
The only means of bringing about this change was to eliminate Finlayson, and to
this end he invited Finlayson to come to his residence at Brough, instructing two
‘puppets’ to meet Finlayson somewhere in the vicinity of Garth and to murder him. 
Whether his two assailants were loath to do their job, and soft-pedalled the thing a
little, or was Finlayson definitely the better man, we shall never know, but, at any
rate, the scheme miscarried and Finlayson arrived at Brough very much alive. 
It appears there was a showdown and to conclude Sinclair said “ There is only one
hope of you holding these lands. If you will go to Tingwall Kirk on midwinter night
at midnight and bring back a certain bone from the skeleton of a Sinclair buried
there, so long as you hold the Sinclair bone, you will hold your lands”. 
It is quite obvious that Sinclair did not expect the challenge to be taken up.
However, Finlayson did. On midwinter night, dark and moonless, he set out on his
long ride to Tingwall over the trackless moors that divided the two points. Not only
was the night dark, it also blew a strong gale accompanied by heavy rain, and as

Two Calves
Approx. 2003

Devilish schemes, and other stories, at
Tingwall
4
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Finlayson groped his way around the Kirkyard dyke and up the little path leading
to the Kirk, here on the higher ground the wind reached its full fury driving the rain
in horizontal sheets across the Kirkyard and roaring as it passed the old building. 
Finlayson opened the Kirk door and passed within, taking his horse with him, for
the old Kirk had no seats in the area and the floor was either flag or earthen.
Although the walls sheltered him from the storm, the noise of the tempest was
only increased, for the wind striking the spire, as if infuriated at the obstacle that
would dare impede its flight towards the north, screeched and howled round it,
striking the grey flags of the roof, ruffling them in their long lines, making them rise
and fall like the keys of a huge piano in a Presto Fantasia under the fingers of a
wizard . 
Amid the noise and darkness, Finlayson groped his way to the door leading into
the vault, for, as will be proved later, there was no outside door to the vault at this
time. It resisted his touch, having been opened only occasionally when the aged
sire with a sandglass and a scythe had entered the door of a Sinclair residence. It
creaked and groaned as its rusty hinges resented movement. As it yielded little by
little, gusts of cold draught came from behind it fraught with a smell of damp and
decay. But the midnight intruder, ever mindful that his lands were at stake, pressed
forward groping his way to where he knew the skeleton lay and recovered the
bone necessary. 
He returned to his horse and was in the act of making his precious possession fast
to his saddle, when above the noise of the storm, he heard a noise produced by
another agency-the hand of man. He heard the door being shut and the bolt shot
home on the outside. He was now a prisoner-without doubt the work of a Sinclair
agency. For a brief space, fear gripped him, but he decided he would at least have
a try at getting out before something worse should befall him. He knew it was
hopeless to pit his weight against the door, so, mounting his horse, he backed the
animal against the door, then applying his spurs, at the same time using his reins in
a way known to horsemen of a fighting age, he induced the animal to kick
breaking the door in pieces and making his exit.  
There is little doubt that he applied his spurs with a slack rein when once outside. 
He reached home safely and, tradition says, held the Sinclair bone, and his lands
until his death. 

!

TWO MORE TINGWALL STORIES 
These two little stories have been handed down in connection with the
development of the park immediately at the back of the Tingwall Kirk. 
1: The previous Kirk, which stood on the site, faced the North, and of course, a
path led up to its door. Although the Kirk has now been turned around the path still
remained and was used Sunday by Sunday by two maiden ladies. In the process
of developments and the laying-off of proper rigs for the plough, it was found
necessary to plough up the old path. This, however did not deter the spinsters.
They still followed the same gait, irrespective of crop, sometimes to the great
amusement of the other members of the congregation. 
At last the minister asked them to desist. This they agreed to do, and so well did
they keep their promise that they were never seen in Tingwall Kirk again. 
2: In squaring up this park to make it an easily plough-able field, it was necessary
to move part of the Kirkyard dyke. The dyke perhaps was not in very good repair,
and when it was rebuilt it was set in to marry up with the Kirk. This left a high
mound of old burial ground outside. This the Minister proceeded to cart away, and
apply it to the East side of the Glebe, which he was in the process of breaking out
of the heather This area consequently became known as the Brake My great
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of the heather. This area consequently became known as the Brake. My great –
grandfather, who was a very pious man, objected to this sacrilegious action and
attacked the Minister openly, eliciting the answer that has lived in Tingwall to this
day—“Ach, man, they’ll rise as weel aff o’ da Brake as dey’ll do oot o’ da Kirkyard”]
(4) 
Ref: (4) Nelson, G.M, 'The Story of the Tingwall Kirk', 1965, Published by The Kirk
Session of Tingwall, Printed by T.& J. Manson, Keswick, Shetland.

 

[ One result of the 1843 ‘Disruption’ ( details of which can be found at the end of
the ‘Main Layer’ of this project ) in Shetland, was the planting of Churches in
districts which had not been favoured with them before. --- I could point to several
districts where, even within my own recollection, a mighty moral and spiritual
reformation has been wrought, but I will only briefly mention one.

The people of the Parish or district of Connings-burgh, the most northerly district
of the Parish or ministry of Dunrossness, were formerly notorious for their
ignorance, poverty, drunkenness, quarrel-someness and smuggling propensities.
A boat’s crew of Connings-burgh men arriving at Lerwick were pretty certain to
leave it in an advanced state of intoxication, but probably not before disturbing the
peace of the town by a fight.  
Shortly after the ‘Disruption’, a ‘Free Church’, the first of any denomination since
the Reformation, was built at Connings-burgh -------. 

 
The people of the Parish, with scarcely an exception, adhered to this Church, and
the ministrations of their faithful pastors have been so much blessed, that the
formerly savage Conningsburghers have risen greatly in the scale both of religion
and morality] (5) 
Ref: (5) Cowie, Robert. ‘Shetland:Descriptive and Historical; Being a Graduation
Thesis On the Inhabitants of the Shetland Islands and a Topographical Description
of That Country. Publisher, Edinburgh and Glasgow-John Menzies & Co.
Aberdeen-Lewis Smith, M’Combie’s Court 1874

Disruption, Quarrelling and Smugglers, in
Cunningsburgh.
Approx. 5
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[The average Shetlander is fond of music, and in some districts a very high
proportion of the male population can play the violin (fiddle), which is the most
favoured instrument in the islands. ------ The favourite music is Irish in quality, quick
lively reels ( Shetlandic skinbows ) predominating. 
It may have been this same liveliness that incurred the dis-pleasure of the Church
about eighty years ago. One Minister, ( likely to have been The Rev’d James
Ingram D.D. Unst ), in his day and generation held in high esteem, had a reputation
of breaking every fiddle he saw. So that “ here’s da minister, hoid ( hide ) da fiddle”
might easily have become a proverb. Dancing was forbidden under pain of
excommunication from the Church. When one poor fellow remonstrated, “ Weel
Minister, Dauvid ( David ) danced,” he was met with a stern retort, “ Aye, an’ he wis
nane da better o’ dat.”(6) 
Ref: (6) Cluness, Andrew T. ‘The Shetland Isles’ Publisher, Robert Hale Ltd.,18
Bedford Square London, 1951

[ I’da auld days da minister never laekit da fiddle, no laek nooadays whin ministers
play da fiddle an sometimes get fiddlers tae play da hymns ida Kirk. 
A certain tune wis made up whan a very streek ( strict ) minister in Unst guid
around brakkin aa’ da fiddles he could lay his hands on. Hooever, der wis ee
fiddler it hoided ( hid ) his fiddle an da minister couldna fin him. A peerie while later
a new tune appeared ida Parish an wis caaed “DE’IL STICK DA MINISTER”] (6a) 
Ref: (6a) Anderson, Tom- and- Swing, Pam ‘Hand Me Doon da Fiddle’, Publisher:
Department of Continuing Education, The University of Stirling, Second Edition,
1981

Fiddlers V. Ministers
6
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"In popular tradition exaggerated stories have come down to us of his ( The Rev’d
John Mill, Minister of Dunrossness from June 1742 – 3rd February 1805 ) conflicts
with the Arch-enemy of mankind in bodily shape, and of the power which he
possessed over his spiritual adversary. Thus, it is said, that on one occasion Satan
came into the Church of Dunrossness, and took his seat at the communion table.
The Minister recognised him, “ and began to speak in all the deep languages, and
last of all in what was guessed to be Gaelic, and that beat him altogether. 
He went off like a flock of ‘doos’ (i.e. pigeons ), over the heads of the folk, and out
the west door. Many people swooned.” 
At other times the Evil Being took the form of black sheep or swine, and tried to
lure or drive persons to destruction, usually by falling or throwing themselves over
the cliffs. Mr Mill was always able, when at hand, to detect the fiend, and deliver
his victims." (7)

Ref: (7) Willcock, Rev’d John. ‘A Sheltand Minister of the eighteenth century being
passages in the life of Rev’d John Mill’. Printed by T.& J. Manson, Lerwick 1897

'Auld Nick' meets his match!
2007
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"The Sunday worshipper at Walls Parish Church may find on his left side entering
the churchyard a gravestone erected to the memory of Julius Quint, a converted
Jew: Born 1868, reborn 1893, died 3rd March 1938. 
Julius was a familiar figure on the West side in the nineteen twenties. He was born
in Danzig Poland, and as a young man came under the influence of a Christian
Mission and embraced the Christian faith. He told how his father was very angry
and smeared his face and head with ashes from the fire and rent his clothes and
declared that Julius could no longer stay in the family. He did not recant but took
ship to Glasgow and later came to Shetland with his wife ( Jessy Maxted ) and his
children and for some time lived in Unst. 
He made a livelihood as a pedlar, trudging along the roads from district to district
using some croft house as a base. He carried a large sailors bag on his back which
contained towels, bedspreads, pillow cases, men’s trousers and drawers. A small
sailors bag carried under his arm held blouses, shirts, ties, socks and other articles
of womens attire. A hand carried attache case was reserved for bootlaces, razor
blades, tie-pin, brooches and necklesses.  
The large bag was heavy and cumbersome and he always had difficulty getting it
on his back. He was urged in one of his temporary homes to eat more dinner but
he said he had no appetite. “ It’s vorry, Maggie, vorry, vorry”. Later in the afternoon
Maggie’s sister-in-law went to ‘Twall da coo’ and found Julius struggling to get the
large bag on his back. He had rested it on da yard daek and the problem was how
to get the rope over his head. She went back to the house and commented “I’m
no surprised Maggie if he sood ‘vorry’ wi yon great bag an yon ropp. 
At another house he was seated at the table on a caain an’ rooin day. He was
asked to say grace and after several minutes of prayer, in the Jewish mode,
opened his eyes becoming aware of the smelly bricks dropped by the dogs under
the table. They had been eating old ‘roes’ and he remarked to the giggling girls
opposite, “ Eesn’t eet awful, awful”. 
Popular science books became available after World War 1 and Julius had some
suspicion about the new concepts. He called on my father one Saturday afternoon
asking if he could explain gravity to him, “ because eet says in Job, that He
hangeth the heavens on nothing”. He was anxious to reconcile scientific
explanations to religious belief. I was only a boy at the time but I can remember his
long perorations on the teaching of the Old Testament. 
He lodged for several years beside Miss Joan Law at Trolligarth, Walls, and it was
there he died." (8)

Ref: (8) Hunter, Dr. J. Albert. An Article contributed to the New Shetlander
magazine. . Voar issue, Number 159, March 1987.

Shetlands wandering Jew
2008
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The following account is the November 14th entry from the journal of one of the
first Itinerant Methodist preachers to come to Shetland in 1822. 
"Last night, I slept with three sheep on the floor of a barn (it would seem this was
in Gruting), which with walls and roof were all of turf or peat. There were two holes
about a foot in circumference in the roof, through which the stars were visible. It
blew a strong breeze from the S.W. but as I had a thick Shetland rug wrapped
about me, I slept as comfortable as most who lay their heads on downy pillows.  
Only the mice playing about my head were a little trouble-some towards morning.
With such accommodations I feel perfectly satisfied, being much better than I
deserve." (9) 
Ref: (9) From Samuel Dunn’s Shetland and Orkney Journal 1822 - 1825

Mischevious mice and Methodists
2009
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One of Yell's unique and interesting characters, whom Jim Blair mentions in his
book.

"The late John Leask --- was in his late seventies when I first met him. He was not a
Yell man but hailed from the North Shetland Mainland. He had been a seaman for
some time but had settled down , in Mid-Yell , having married Ruby Williamson
from Burravoe. He became a ‘lone fisherman’ around the Mid-Yell coastline. It
wasn’t long until Johnny pointed to a photograph of himself, which was standing
on the dresser, showing a huge halibut that he’d caught some years before. This
photograph gave him great personal satisfaction and a little publicity for some
years later he was interviewed by a reporter from the Sunday Post who had heard
of his fishing prowess. Not only was the reporter given an account of his halibut
catch but was also informed that Johnny had the habit of attaching a fishing line to
his table, out through the window, across the road at Linkshouse and into the Mid-
Yell voe and that in this unique way he had caught one or two fish. 
The story was printed in the Sunday Post and Johnny enjoyed the publicity with a
twinkle in his eye. 
Johnny loved music particularly the old Gospel Hymns. Sometimes his wife had to
play the fiddle to him for over an hour and many a time I had to sing his favourite
hymn, ‘What a friend we have in Jesus.’ YouTube.come/watch?v=x35jDldQF5A On
occasion he would like to torment his wife just for fun. One evening while we were
sitting at his table he asked, “You’re the Minister that mairies folk, is that richt?” I
nodded. “Then”, he said, “I’ve decided, efter much deliberation, that its time I hed
anidder wife. So when you hear the Kirk bell ringing the moarn at 11o’clock ye’ll
ken it’s a’ ower atween Ruby an’ me,” 
I nodded gravely and looked over at Ruby who smiled sweetly at me and said, “
Ah’ll mak a cup o tea.”" (10) 
Ref: (10) Blair, Rev’d Jim. ‘Through Cloud and Sunshine’. Printed by Nelson Smith
Printing Services, Shetland. Date uncertain, but sometime after 1986.

Fisherman - Friend of Jesus
2010

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X35JDIdQF5A
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Porkie's, and Ministers don't mix! 

"---Later, as we pulled up outside our flat ( in Baltasound, Unst ), we were
confronted by a strange sight. An enormous pig stood in front of the car, staring at
us unwinkingly. I’ve never seen such a massive boar. As we sat in the car, it walked
around it, its back clearly visible half way up the glass of the car door as it walked
by. 
“I’ll have to shoo it away,” I said, getting out of the car. 
“Be carefull!” Janet called, electing to stay exactly where she was. I’m not
generally afraid of animals… not domestic or farm animals anyway. I approached
the pig and waved my arms. 
"Go away!” I yelled. 
Ignoring my direction to leave, the pig approached me with a few amiable grunts
before shoving its vast head against my leg to use as a scratching post, nearly
knocking me over. I retreated and the pig followed, obviously with friendly
intentions but no plans to leave. I couldn’t do a thing about it, so sprang back into
the car. 
The pig, deprived of its scratching post, went around to the back of the car and
proceeded to scratch its back against the bumper bar. The whole car started to
rock and bounce alarmingly. If it had done that to a door panel it would have
caved it in like a tin can. 
I immediately started up and drove off. 
At the top of the road I saw a farm utility, moving slowly, so I pulled up. The other
vehicle stopped and a youngish man jumped out. “Have you seen a pig around
here?” he called. 
“We certainly have!” I replied “Follow me.” 
The pig was still where we left it . The young man was obviously relieved. “ Och,
you’ve found Wee Wee. Thank you verra much!” 
Wee Wee was obviously a pet, for he ran to the man with happy little grunts, nearly
bowling him over as it pushed its massive head against him in greeting. 
We introduced ourselves. Wee Wee’s owner’s name was Oliver Duncan. “And noo,
aall I have tae doo is entice Wee Wee up into the back of the pick-up,” said Oliver.
Do you mind giving me a hand?” 
He produced a long wide plank which he placed against the vehicle’s tray, put a
halter around Wee Wee’s neck and with some effort we managed to coax and pull
the pig onto the back, where Oliver managed to secure him. 
Janet went inside but I drove behind Oliver to his croft, where together we
managed to unload Wee Wee. 
“After all that,” said Oliver, “I think you should come in for a cup of tea and meet
Anne (my wife).”" (11) 
Ref: (11) Ness, Rev’d Lachlan (An Australian Pastor). Being excerpts from his
Shetland diary, (entitled, 'A kangaroo loose in Shetland') from 20th March 2008 –
28th July 2008. Published 2010.

 

(The Midden in Shetland is a pile of dung outside the door of the cow-shed). 

Wee Wee, an' da Ministers Car.
2011

The Minister an' da Midden.
12
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Poem 
[ Oh lass fir da begunk (fright) I got dastreen (last night),
I scarcely can tell de fu (how) vexin’ its been. 
But if do linns (sits) de doon fir a meenit or twa,  
I’ll tell de me story ir (ere) du gengs awa (goes away).

Wir days wark wis ower, athing kinda dun, 
An’ Tammas, puir body, wis cast aff his shun (shoes) 
An wis readin da Times fur ta glin (glean) aa da news 
An tae learn wir member o’ parliaments views.

His taes, kinda wan lik (sorry for themselves), stak oot trow his sock, 
As if my guid hand knit, dey tried fir tae mock. 
So I brocht doon me wheel an some oo (wool) fir tae spin 
Twa treeds (two threads) fir tae git his bare taes raepit (sewn) in.

Abun da wind ida lum (chimney), an’ da wheel’s pirrin snore, 
A shap (rap), heth (gosh) it gluffed (frightened) me, cam lood tae da door. 
Tammas jamp fae da fire bit his clugs couldna fin, 
So we hears da door openin’ an’ a stranger comes in.

An’ wha tinks du wis it,- wha tinks du my lamb, 
Bit da MEENISTER, back fae a christenin at Ham. 
He tocht ill (thought it wrong) tae pass wis whan goin wir wye (way), 
He wis goin tae veesit wir neebors doon bye.

So I says tae Tammas, “Hae (here) tak da mans hand, 
An here’s de da tengs (tongs) wi a guid firey brand, (brightly burning peat to light
the way). 
Tak care o’ yoursels as you pass da byre door. 
If you faa I’ da midden, you’ll never rise more.”

I wis joost set me doon fir tae trim up me wheel, 
Whin Tammas cam in trow da door wi a reel. 
“Da man’s ida midden” he roared “Heest de furt (hurry outside), 
He’ll maybe be smuddered or get ony hurt.”

I ran tae da door I’ me bits o’ sock feet. 
An sae trow da gutter, da slush an’ da weet. 
An whan I got dare, wi da braand’s glare I sees 
His legs stickin’ up lik twa bits o’ trees.

Dan wan leg took Tammas, da idder took I, 
Da job wis tae had dem, dey sprickled (wriggled) dat wye. 
Tammas cried as he planted his fit tae da broo (foot to the ground), 
“Noo poo wi dye micht (pull with all your might) Girzzie, poo Girzzie, poo!”

I pooed ‘till I fell ower apun a big stane (stone), 
An lass, kens du hurted me left shackleben (wristbone). 
Bit he wis him a sight whin he came tae da green, 
As black as da ime (soot), less da white o’ his een (eyes).

I scrappit an’ rubbit, an’ swilled aff o’ his face. 
While he keepit pluttin (whining and moaning),”That horrible place”. 
An’ dan I sent Tammas fir Ramsie at wance, 
Tae shaw wi his blinkie (torch), da wye tae da Manse.

An ‘ whan dey wir geen (gone) I telt Tammas me mind. 
An said tae him things, nedder bonnie or kind. 
Whit soond wid it be whan da tale ran trow aa, (what will the neighbourhood make
of it), 
For a man o’ sick (such) staandin’ tae mak sick a faa.(fall)

Dan Tammas pirred up an’ began fir tae flicht(scold), 
Says he “ feth du nedna gee me aa da wyte (blame?). 
Whit waar wid dey be (how much worse off would they be), tho I say whits no
bidden (not allowed), 
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The End---------The Future

b dde  ( ot a o ed), 
If da hale hadden baand (the whole lot of them) soodna land I’ da midden.

BIT DA TAIL O’ ME TALE IS JOOST FIR TAE SHAW 
DAT EVEN DA BEST FOLK ARE LIABLE TAE FAA. 
IF DIR (THEIR) GUIDIN LICHT’S DIM, AN DIR GAETS (PATHS) KINDA HIDDEN. 
DIR APT, LIK DA MEENISTER, TAE FAA IDA MIDDEN.] (12) 
Ref: (12) by D.H. Sandison

 

In conclusion, this is a delve into some of Shetland's Christian Heritage to Date 14-
08-2015. 
However it is still an ever-evolving and changing story and our aim is to continue
updating and recording the changes for as long as we are able to do so. 
New material is always welcomed with interest and will be added to our growing
reference library. 
It just remains to ask what journey of twists and turns will the continuing story take
us on through the NEXT 2000 YEARS? 
May God Richly Bless You All.
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